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PREFACE 

TO THE 

READER. 

TH E Prophecies of the Old Teftament 
feem to have been lefs ftudied, and 
more mifunderftood, than any other part of 
the facred writings; and indeed this is no^ 
thing more than what might have been cx- 
pcfted from the very nature of them. Pro^ 
pbeciesy by which I here mean predi£lions of 
things ftiturey are for the moft part expreffed 
in obfcure terms, or fet forth in an allegorical 
manner in vifions, by vifible reprefentations 
of beads, birds, &c. It is no wonder there- 
fore, that fach Prophecies as relate to eventa 
yet future, fhould be either not underftood 
at all, or mifintcrpreted. 

In the firft ages of Chriftianity, they who 
attempted any explication of the facred Pro- 
phecies, confined thcmfelves chiefly to fuch 
as feemed to them to relate to ihcfrjl coming 
of our Lord and Saviour ^ and to the calling 
of the Gentiles, which began toJbe accom- 
A 3 pliflied 
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pliflicd in thofe days. As to the kft of j:hc 
predidlions, which arc by fer the greater part, 
they either pafled them by,* or applied them 
in an all^ggrical way to the events abovernQn*- 
tioned, or to the ftate of the Chriftian Churck 
at that time. Nor are thefe their mifapplicatioos 
to be wondered at, as the obfcurity of many of 
the fcripturc Prophecies feems to have been 
defighed on purpofe, that they fhould not be 
generally underftood, till at, or near, the times, 
of their accomplifliment. After the firft ages, 
when the church, by an acceffion of wealth 
and power, was fo corrupted as to mind lit^- 
tie elfe but the enriching itfelf, to the ne^. 
gledt of fcriptural ftudies in general, it is not 
ftrange the ftudy of the Prophecies (hoqld 
be difcouraged, and almoft wholly negleded j 
for which alfo another reafon may be given, 
viz. that thofe few who applied themfelves 
to the explication of them, during this long 
continued ecclefiaftical tyranny,^ feldom failed 
to find in them fome prediftions of the 
grofs errors and fuperftitions which were pro- 
inoted and upheld by their ecclefiaftical f^pe- 
riors. Upon thefe accounts it is, that, during 
the papal tyranny, we have fo very few, and 
thofe erroneous explications of the Scripture 
Prophecies in general. But when Jthe Refor- 
tpation began to take place^ and the facre^ 

fcripture, 
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fctipture, which bad been long fhut up from 
the people, waa again laid open for the pe-^ 
rufal of all Chriftians, the ftudy of the pro* 
pheticial parts began to revive^ and fome very 
fiQofiderable advances were made toward a 
tight underftanding of them. Many of them 
were with great judgment proved to be already 
aqcomplifhed, and the events to which they 
r:elated pointed out| and alfo probable con« 
jeiSlufes advanced concerning fome of thofe 
whi<^ are yet future. Amongft thofe wh6 
baye:(accefsfg[lly laboured in this branch of 
theology, I know none who defer ves more to 
Vj& renacmbered than our couiitryman Joseph 
MfiDEi who was the firft (of Englijh writers 
jLt lead) who gave us any confident or proba-^ 
bie explications of the Prophecies. His many 
leanied- and judicious interpretations of the 
Prophecies, in the Revelations to St. John 
and Daniely will make this evident to any one 
who (hall confult his works, wluch I would 
recommend to every perfon who is defirous of 
making a progrefs in prophetic ftudies. Since 
his time we have had feveral learned and ju-? 
dicious expofitors^ who have, in fome points, 
improved upon him; amongft whom I cannot 
forbear mentioning Dr. Newton, the prefent 
bifhop of Brijioiy vrhok Dijertatiom on the^ 
f^ropbedes dive^ upon the whole, perhaps not 
A 4 to 
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to be equalled by any thing that has hiibefil6: 
been publiihed on that fubjedt. But notwith* 
ftandhig the very confiderabk improvements 
^hich have been made in the ftudy of tka; 
prophetical parts of fcriptiwre, fince the time of 
the Q^eformation, yet almoil; all the v^riteFson^ 
this fubjedt, that I have met with, feem to 
mc to have run, more or lefs, kito the foUoW'- 
ing error: They have generally applied the 
Prophecies relating to the reftorataon of the. 
^ws arid the ten tribes, and the confequccit 
happy flate of that nation, and alfo of the 
whole Ghriftian v/orld, which is to ba^^n m 
the latter times, (and which infrequently ftiled 
in fcripture, the reign or kingdom of Chrift) 
to the church of Chrift, as it has hith«*to 
fubfifted in the world ; applying the words 
Jfraely the feed of Abraham and Jerufalem^ in 
an allegorical fenfe to Chrifiian&i<^x the Chrif-' 
tian church in general, whenever they meet 
with them with a promife of great happinefs 
annexed 5 whereas the great happinefs, which 
is the principal fubjed: of all the Old-Tefta-^ 
ment Prophets, appears to me to be no way 
applicable to any ftate of Chriftianity that has 
ever yet exifted, but to relate to the convert 
fion and reftoration of the literal Ifrael^ the 
^ewi and ten tribes, in the latter times, and 
to that reign of Chrift when the church 
5 ihall 
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Autll he ^kmpbanti before which period t 
apprehend it to be only a church militant^ 
either fuffering perfecution, or ftruggliflgf 
with hcrcfy, error, and fuperftition. That?' 
the kingdom of Heave ti, of Christ^ ^ 
of Gqi>, (all which are fynonitnous term6|w 
19 already conie, tho* affcrted by moft of oufr 
theological writers, is in my judgment a po-^ 
fition by no means agreeable to fcripture; for 
we are t^y Rev. xi. 15. that after the fo- 
venth atigel had founded (and. not bef6riE^) 
there were great vokes in heaven^ faying^ th^ 
kingdoms cflhis world are become the.king^ 
doms of ouff Lord and. of his Chriji^ and beJhaU 
feign for ever and ever. Now it is evident, 
froqfi the ortier of that book, that the founds 
lag ©f the fcventh trumpet was to be preceded 
by a long fcries of diftrefs, perfecution, and 
corruption, that (hould happen to the church,' 
and niahy fevcre judgments and woes which 
fiKxild be infliifled upon her corrupters ; can 
k therefore be imagined, that by the reign of 
Chrijl^ which (whenever it is mentioned in 
fcripture) is reprefented as a ftate of great 
feace^ purity^ and bappinefs^ can be meant any 
period of time that has yet exiftcd fince the 
origin of Chriftianity ? Has there been any 
period entirely free from wars^ perfecutiom^ 
herefies^ or corruptions ? and have not fome of 
thefe periods been productive of fuch blood- 
shed 
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0ie4 and diflrcT;^ ^$ can hardly be equalled 
ip any times, even before this fuppofed begin- 
HWg t)f the kingdom of Chrift ? So true have 
fepCfS the, words, o£ our Lord, when he faid, 
he came not (at; that his. firft coming) to fend 
feace upon the earthy bM ajword^ ;Matt. x. 34^ 
And agreeably to thisfpotioo, he h^s diredted 
us to- pray to Goi>for the coming of his king-s 
dom, in that incomparable fer,m pf word^ 
which he hath_taught us 5 whjqh. pqtitio% 
would be improper for us. to make ufe of if 
dlis kingdom ,were. already com«; Iti^-ijideed 
faid, in fevcraL places of the New Teftarhent, 
that the kingdom of Gody^or ofHean^my h at, 
hand.\: Jn anfwer /to this, I (ball obferve, in 
the .words pf the learned Mr. Mejoe afoirer 
mentioned *^ that * the kingdom of Chrift 
\h?^t\i:^ twofold Jiatey the one militant y con-- 
V fifting in a perpetual warfare and manifoW 
'. fufFerings, which is the prefent ftate, begun 

* at bis firft coming, when be afcended up inta 
^ heaven to Jit at the right hand of God; the 
^.fecond ftate is the triumphant ftate, which 

* fliall beathis^^^^W appearing in glory in 

* the clouds of heaven, at what time htft^all 

* put down all authority y power ^ and rule, and 

* fubdue all his enemies under his feet, &.c. 
j i ' ■ ■ . ■ " I. ■ . v" ■ 

* Mfip^'s works. Book h Difc. xxv. p. 104. 

■ Thi$ 
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This latjter 4^ the kingdom which we pray for 
and exped. Mf any fay that the Apoft}e 
\ here fpcaks of the kingdom of glory in heavfin^ 
^ and not of the kingdom of grace on ^ariti 
^ I reply^ t;hat he fpeaks of fuch a fabje^tioa 

* whereof tiic rifing of ihe/^ad (hall be ^ho 
^ lafi aB pf all, and whi(;h £ba}[ l;»e;bcfore;|ie^ 
V yields up the kingdom tp. the Father j; but 

* neither of thefe can be affirmed of tho 

• kingdom^ of glory ^ but the contrary, viz. tho 
^. rifmg of the dead is at the beginningy arwi npfr 
\ at the end of the kingdom of glory -^ .^n^.'ifo 
\ is alfo the yielding up of his. kingdom untq^his 

• Father/ ^ By the kingdoqji of God or of 
0yri/i^ in its full and compleat meanjng, pf/ 
as it is always reprefented as a ftatc of purity, 
feace,. and happinefs, cai? be meant nothing 
kfs than that /^c^W years reign of Chrift 
which is foretold in the Revelations^ and to 
which a very great part of the Prpphecies of 
$he Old Teftam^jnt do moft evidently rclate,r 
as I iha|l hereafter endeavour to make appear. 
This millepnium has indeed, been a very on-» 
fashionable dodrine for thefe laft fourteen cen- 
turies, but it were very eafy to (how, that it 
was generally believed in the more early ages 
pf the church, efpecially in thofe neareft to 
the apoftolic age. I (hall only mention two 
gr three p(rages as a fpecimen of what might 

be 
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be produced to this purpofe. St. Barnabas 
explaining thefe words : * And God made in 

Jix detfs the works of bis hands y and he finipxd 
tinm on the /event b day^ and he rejied in ity and 

fasiBified it^ fays, ^ Confider, children, what 

* this fignifies. He jinijhed them in Jix days : 
^ It fignifies this J that the Lord willfinifli all 

* things in fix thoufand years ; for a day with 

* hioi is as a thoufand years, as he himfelf 

* teftifies, fayingi Behold this day Jhall he as 

* a thoufand years. Therefore, children, in 
' fix days ; that is, in fix thoufand years fiiall 
^ all things be confunaimated. jdnd he rejied 
^ the feventh day: This fignifies, that when 
< his fon (hall come, and (hall abolifii the 

* feafon of the wicked one, and (hall judge 

* the ungodly, and (hall change the fun, and 
^ the nioon, and the ftars, then (hall he reft 

* glorioufly in that feventh day *•* 

Jtiftin Martyr y in the fecond century, de- 
clares the millennium to be the catholic dodlrine 
of his time : ' I, and as many as are ortho- 
^ dox Chriftians in all refpe<3s, do acknow- 

* ledge, that there (hall be a refurredion of 

* the fk(h, (meaning the Jirjl refurreSiion) 

* and a thoufand years in Jerufalemy rebuilt, 

* and adorned, and enlarged, ^ the Prophets 



♦ 8, Barnaba^ epift. cap» xv. edit. CoUkrii ft Ckreci'. 

' Ezekiel 
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* Ezekiel and Ifaiab^ and others^ unaniaioufly 

* atteft/ Afterward he fubjoins : * A certain 
^ man among us, whofe name was John^ one 

* of the apoftles of Chrift, in a revelation 

< made to him, did prophecy, that the faith- 

* fill believers in Chrift ihould live a thoufand 

* years in the New Jerufalemi and after thcfe 

* ihould be the general refurredion and judg- 

* ment * 5* which is an early atteftation to the 
genuinenefs and authenticity of the book of 
Revelation 5 for Jujiin was converted to Chrif- 
tianity about thirty years after the death of St. 
Jobn^ at which time it is very likely many 
were alive who had been acquainted with the 
apofUe. LaSantius^ at the beginning of the 
fourth century,, is very copious upon this fub- 
jeft, in the feventh ^ book of his Divine injii-- 
tutions.^"-^-^^ Becaufe all the works of Goi> 

* were finiflbed infx days^ it is neceflary that 
^ the world fhould remain in this ilate^ ages, 
^ that is Jix thoufand years/ And again : 

* Becaufe, having finiihed the works, he refl:6d 

< on the feventh day and blefied it, it ijs ne-* 

* ceflary -f-, that at the end of the fix thou- 

♦ Juft, Mart. dial, cum Tryphoney pars fscunda^ p. 307, 
308. edtuParis^ p. 313, 315. edit. Thirlbii, 

t By necejjity is not here meant a logical necefiity^ but 
only that God's refting was typiiat of the reft in the mil- 
knniunu 

' fandth 
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* fandth year, all wkkednefs ffioiild be abo- 

* Kflicd out of the earth, and Juftice fhoulcf 

* reign* for a thoufend years.-^-^-^When the' 

* Son of God fhall have deftroyed injufticc,' 

* and fhall have reftbred the Juflt to life, hcf 

* IhaJl be convcrfarit among men a thoufand 

* years, and (hall rule them with moft juft 

* government. At the fame time the prince' 

* of devils {hall be bound with- chains, and 

* fliall be in cuftody the thoufand years of the 
' heavenly kingdom, while juftice (hall reigrt 

* in the world, left he (hould attempt any evil 

* againft the people of God.- When the 

* thoufand years of the kingdom, that is, fe- 

* ven thoufand years, fhall draw toward a 

* conclufion, Satan fhall be loofcd again s and 

* when the thoufand years (hall be compleat-* 

* cd, then fhall be that fecond and public re- 

* fiirredion of all, wherein the unjuft fhall 

* be raifed to everlafting torment.* And hav- 
ing enlarged upon thefe topics he concludes : 

* This is the dodlrine of the holy Prophets 

* which we Chriftians follow; this is out 

* wifdom/ 

How this primitive and fcriptural dodrine 
came to be fo univerfally rejefted iii the later 
and more corrupt times, might be a fubjedt 
M^ell worth our enquiry ; but as this would, 
be too long a digrefiion, I fhall only obferve 

hcre^ 
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.here, that as fuch a ftatc oi righteoufncfs and 
purity as the millennium is defcribed to intro- 
duce, did imply fuch a previous corrupt ftatc 
of the church, as it would require a divine 
interpoiition to reform, it is no vtronder that 
a church, which could fee no neccfflty for 
any reformation at all, (hould rejcdt it as ufe- 
lefs and unneceiTary ; not to mention that the 
circumftance of the martyrs reigning upon 
earth, muft feem a very great degradation of 
thefe faints, to thofe who had already put 
them into pofleflion of fuprcme felicity in hea- 
ven itfelf, and confidered them as mediators, 
and as prefiding over human affairs. But why 
they of the Reformation, who admit the al- 
moft univerfal corruption of the church for 
fo many centuries, fhould be oppofers of this 
^dodlrine, is not fo eafily to be accounted for. 
For my part, I much fear that their oppofition 
proceeds from the fame principle with that 
of the church they have reformed from j name- 
ly, that they look upon their own particular 
feAs and opinions, as too pure and free from 
error, to need any farther reformation. Let 
me add alfo, that the ridiculous opinions which 
fome who believed this millennium, both in 
ancient and modern times, have fuperadded 
to it, without any foundation for them in fcrip- 
Jturc, have likewife greatly tended to difcredit 
5 it. 
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it. But what the true notion of it is, will 
bcft appear from the fcripture account of it 
in the New Tcftament, carefully compared 
with the Prophecies relating to it in the OU. 
The confidcration of thefe Prophecies, with 
regard to tits momentous point, and that of 
the refloration of the Jews and ten tribes^ which 
arc rcprc^nted in fcripture as cotemporary events, 
is the fubje£): of the following fheets, in which 
I have collefted moft of the firiptural evi- 
dence to prove a literal redotsktion of the Jews ; 
fubjoining by the way fuch obfervations, as 
tend either to the explanation of the texts, or 
to the anfwering fuch objedtions as have been^ 
or may be raifed from them. 
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OBSERVATiOKS 

ON THE 

PROPHECIES 

RELATING tO TtiZ 

Restoration of thbJews* 



I H At a great part o^ the Prophecies 
in the Old Teftament have a parti- 
cukr relation to the Jewifh nation, is 
generally allowed by all who have 
confidered them with any degree of attention. 
They, therefore, who are agaitift z future returh 
of die Jews, have endeavored to apply all the 
predictions relating to fuch return, to their for- 
mer return from the Babylonifh .captivity ; or elfe, 
where this could not be adthitted, upon account 
of fome circumftances in the prophecy in no re- 
ipedt favorable to fuch an expofition^ have ap- 
plied them, in an allegorical fenfe, to the ftate 
of the Chriftian church. 

AH obje&ions that have been made to the fu- 
tuw reftofation of the Jews, have been Ibpported 

B eithCf 
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cither by^ one or other of thefe methods of inter- 
pretation. It is my defign, therefore, to (hew, 
that neither of thefe ways of interpretation can 
be admitted in the numerous texts which I (hall 
here produce, in favor of fuch future and literal 
reftoration 5 and confequently that fuch reftora- 
tion is the true and genuine meaning of the Pro- 
phecies produced. 

The method I propofe to purfue fhall be this — 
To produce, in chronological order^ all the moft 
remarkable Prophecies relating to the Reftoration 
of the Jews, and the ten Tribes •, adding to each 
Prophecy, fuch obfervations as may fcrve either 
to clear up the meaning of the text, or to anfwer 
fuch obje(5tions as may be made againft: the literal 
application of it to the future Reftoration of the 
Jewifti nation. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

THE firft Prophet who has left us any exprefe 
Prophecy concerning the difperfion of the Ifracl- 
ites, and their final Reftoration, is MO SES. 

I. 

Le viT. xxvi. 32. And I will bring the land in- 
to defolation ; and your enemies that dwell therein 

33 Ihall be aftonifhed at it. And I will fcatter you a- 
mong the heathen, and will draw out a fword after 
you, and your land ihall be defolate, and your 

34 cities wafte. — And yet for alt that,, when they be in 
Ithe land of their enemies, I will not caft them away,, 
neither will I abhor them to deftroy them utterly, 
and to bre^k my covenant with them -, for I am 

JEHO- 
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4iJEIibVAH» their G6d. But I will far tlicif 
fakes f remember the covenant of their anceftors^ 
whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt iii 
the fight of the heathen, that I might be their God i 
I am Jehovah. 

Here wc have a promifc of not abborrihg bt ut^ 
terly deftrcying themj but of rentembering thi 
covenant which the Lord made with their- an- 
ceftors, 6?r. Now the purport of this covenant 
we find, Gen. xiii. 14. And the Lord faid tmtd 
Abram^ Lift up thine tycs^ and look from the place 
where thou arty northward and foutbward^ and eajl" 
ward and weft ward-, for alt the land, that thoufeefti 
to thee will I give it, and to thy feed for ev£r. 

Now how this covenant can be faid to be re^ 
memberedy if Ifrael is to continue difperfed, arid 
to htfor ever excluded from the land here fpokcrt 
of, is what I can by no means conceiVCi AS ttf 
the return from the Babylonifh captivity, it wilt 
not at all anfwer the intent of the promifc. 
Becaufe the being reftored to their own land for 
a few ages, and afterwards for near four times as 
.i ■ • II- — ■...,• — I • I .-ii' ■ »' 

* So it ought to be tranflated^ not only hdre» but in all 
Cither places of the Old Teftamenti where the (imt word oc<^ 
curs ; Jelfov^ being the proper name which God had af> 
famed to be diftinguifhed by from all other lords thigHls* 

t The words, their fahs^ hire meail thd fakes of Abra- 
liam, Ifaac^ and Jacob, mentioned mtr. 42. l^hen 'wiltlri^ 
mtmhtr mj covenant wiih Jacob f and al/o tiy eovenant wth 
tfaact and alfo nty covenant *wjtb Jbtaham ov/// I remimieti 
^nd I *ivill remember the land. 

B 2 long 
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lorig a period being difperfcd among all nation^^ 
without any hopes of a return, can never be the 
true meaning of giving that land to the feed of 
Khvzxciforiver*. 

11. 

Devt. iv. 27. And the Lord (hall fcatter you 

29 among the nations, &fr. But if from thence thou 
fhait feek the Lord thy God, thou fhalt findliim, if 
thou feek him with all thy heart and with all thy 

30 foul. When thou art in tribulation, and all thefe 
things are come upon thee, in the latter days, if 
thou turn to the Lord thy God, and ilhalt be obedi- 

31 ent to his voice : (For the Lord thy God is a mer- 
ciful God) he will not forfake thee, neither deftroy 
thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers, which 
he fware unto them. 

This 



* I cannot here pafs by an explication of this text, Gen, 
iCm, I5i by the learned Mr. Mede, in his anfWer to Dr. 
Twiss's fourth letter. 
. * I doubt not but you have felt fome fcrnple (as well as 

* others) at our Saviour's demonftration of the refurre^ion in 
< the gofpel, Mat, xxii. Mark xif. God faid to M<2/^/ in the 

* bulh, I am the God of Abraham t and the God of Ifaae^ and 
*' the God of Jacob z God is not the God of the deady hut of the 

* iMng. Ergo, ytbrahamt Ifaact and Jaeob muft one day 

* rife again from the dead. How docs thb conclufioa fol- 
« low? Do not the fpirits of Abraham^ Ifaacy smd Jacob yet 

* live ?. God Ihould then be the God of the living, though 
« their bodies fhould never rife again. Therefore Ibme So- 

* rntans argue from this place, that the fpirits of the juft lie 

* in the flcep of death until the refurredion. Or might not 

* the Sadducees have replied, the meaning to be of what God 

* h^heen^ not of what htfiouldte, viz. That he was that 

• Go< 
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This Prophecy, as appears by ver. 30. relates 
to the laUer daySy which in fcripture always fig- 
nify the times after the coming of Chrift 5 and, 
therefore, cannot be applied to the return from 
the Babylonilh captivity. 

III. 

D £ UT. XXX. I. And it fliall come to pafs when 
all thefe things come upon thee, the blefling and 
the curfe that I have fet before thee, and thou fhalt 
call them to mind among all the nations, whither 



God who had once chdfen their fathers, and made a cove- 
nant with them ; I am the God that brought Abraham out of 
ChaUeej nvho appeared to I/aac and Jacob nAjkilft they livedo 
kc. But how would this then make for the refurreQion f 
Surely it doth. He that could not err faid it. Let us, 
therefore, fee how it may. 

* I fay» therefore, the words mud be underftood, with , 
fupply of that they have reference to ; which is the cove- 
nant which the Lord made wiHd Abraham^ Ifaac^ znd Jacob ; 
in refpe£l: whereof he calls himfelf /Ar/> God, This cove- 
nant was to give unto them, and to their feed, the land<wbere'' 
in they werejirangers ; (mark it) Not to their feedi or off" 

* Springs only, but to them/elves. Vide Loca, 

* To Abraham, Gen. xiii. 15. xv. 7. & xvii. 8. To Ifaae, 

* xxvi. 3. To Jacob, XXXV. 12. To all three, Exod. vi. 4, 8. 
^ Deut. i. 8. and xi. z i . and xxx. 20. If God then make 

* good to Abraham, I/aac, and Jacob this his covenant, where- 

* by he undertook to be their God, then they muft needs one 
^ day live agaiii to inherit the promifed land, which hitherto 
^ they have not done. For the God that thus covenanted 
^ with them, covenanted not to make his promife good to 

* them dead, but living. This is the drength of the divine 

* argument, and irrefragable; which otherwife would not 
^ anfer f ny fuch condufion.* 

B 3 the 
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it the Lord thy God hath driven thee. And (halt rer 
turn ^nto the Lord thy God, and (halt obey his 
yoice, according to all that I command thee thif 
day, thou and thy children, with all thy heart, and 

2 with all thy foul : That then the Lord thy God 
will turn thy captivity, and have compaflion upon 
thee, and will return and gather thee from all the 
nations whither the Lord thy God hath fcattered 

4 thee. If any of thine be driven out to the outmoft 
parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God 
gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee. 

5 And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land 
which thy fathers pofiefled, and thou (halt poiTefs 
it : and he will do thee good, and m^iltiply thee 
above thy fathers. 

Amongft the things which (hould come upon 
^hem, which are defcribed at large in the two 
preceding chapters, it is particularly faid, ver. 6^. 
chap, xxyiii. And the Lord Jhall fcatter tbee among 
all' people^ from the one end of the earth even unto 
the other. Tl^crcforc this captivity, from which 
riie Lord will bring them back, cannot be the 
Babylonian ; during which, they were very far 
from being fcattered among all people from one 
pnd of the earth to the other. Obferve farther, 
yer. 5. that the Lord promifes to do them good^ and 
fo multiply them above their fathers ; which laft cir- 
cumftance does not appear to have been their 
pafe, during the time that they poflfeflpd their 
^nd, after the return ffom Babylon. 



THE 
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X»C<}eC<)KX5XX»X»X»X»X3C(X5C(X)KX)KX»X»(X« 

THE next Prophecy in order of time, where- 
in we meet with any thing that evidently relates 
to the reftoration of Ifrael^ is that of JOEL^ 
who began to prophefy to the kingdom of Judah 
about 800 years before Chrift. 

IV. 
Joel ii. 18. Then will the Lord be jealous for 

19 his land, and pity his people. Yea, the Lord will 
anfwer, and fay unto his people. Behold, I will 

' fend you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye (hall be 
fatisfied therewith : and I will no more make you a 

20 reproach among the heathen. But will remove far 
oflTfrom you the northern army, and will drive him 
into a land barren and defolate, with his face 
toward the eaft fea, and his hinder part toward 
the utmoft fea; and his ftink (hall come up, be- 

21 caufe he hath done great things. Fear not, O 
land, be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will do 

25 great things. — ; And I will reftore to you the 

ears that the locuft hath eaten, the canker- worm^ 
and the caterpillar, and the palmer-worm, my great 

26 army which I fent among you. And ye fhall eat 
in plenty and be fatisfied, and praife the name of 
the Lord your God, that hath dealt wondroufly with 

27 you : and my people fhall never be afhamed. And 
ye fhall know that I am in the midft of Ifrael, and 
that I am the Lord your God, and none elfe : and 
my people (hall never be afhamed. 

Chap. iii. i. For behold in thofe days, and in 

that time, when I fha)l bring again the captivity of 

9, Judah and Jerufalem, I will alfo gather all nations^ 

and will bring them down into the valley of Jeho- 

piaphat, and will plead with them there for my 

B 4 people, 
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people, and for my heritage Ifrael, whom they have 
fcattered among the nations, and parted my lai^id. 

3 And they have caft lots for my people, and have 
given a boy for a harlot, and fold a girl for wine, 

4 that th^y mivht drink. Yea, and what have yc to 
do with me, D Tyre and Zidqn, and all the coafts 
of Paleftine ? Will ye render me a recpmpence I 
And if ye recompence me, fwiftly and fpcedily will 
I return your recompence upon your own head, 

5 Becaufe ye have taken my filver and my gold, and 
hay/5 carried into your temples my goodly pleafant 

6 things. T}ie children alfo of Judab, ancj the chil- 
dren of Jerufalem have yc fqld unto the Grecjans, 
that ye might remove them far from their border. 

7 Behold, I will raife them out of the place whither 
ye have fold them, and will return your recompence 

8 upon your own head. And I will fell your fons and 
your daughters into the hand of the children of Ju- 
ijab, and thpy (hall fell them to the Sabaeans^ to a 

9 people af^r off; for the Lord h^th fpoken it. Pro- 
claim yp this among the Gentiles; prepare war, 
wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war 

10 draw near, let them come up. Beat your p^ow- 
ihares into fwords, and your pruning-hooks into 

11 fpears; let the weak fay I am ftrong. AfTemblp 
yourfelves, and, come, all yc heathen, and gather 
ypurfelves together roundabout; thither caufe thy 

|2 mighty ones to come down, O Lofd. Let the hea- 
then be yrakened, and come up to the valley of Je- 
Jiqfliapbat : for there will I fit to jqdge all the hea^ 

13 then round about. Put ye in the fickle, for the 
|jarvcft is ripe ; co^e, get ye down, for the prefs is 

^ full, the fats overflow, for their wickednefs is great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decifion * : 
* " . ■ ■ V r "[ — ■ 

* Qr the valley pf thrclhing, or the valley appointed. 
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for the day of the Lord is near in the valley of de^ 
15 cifion. The fun and the moon fhall be darkened, 
|6 and the flars (hall withdraw their (hining. The 
Lord alfo (hall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice 
from Jerufalem, and the heavens and the earth (hall 
(liake ; but the Lord will be the hope of his people, 

17 and the ftrength of the children of Ifrael. So (hall 
ye know that I am the Lord your God dwelling in 
Zion, my holy mountain : then (hall Jerufalem be ' 
holy, and there (hall no (Irangers pafs through her 

1 8 any more. And it (hall come to pafs in that day, 
that the mountains (hall, drop down new wine, and 
the hills (hall flow with milk, and all the rivers of 
Judah (hall flow with waters, and a fountain (ball 
come forth of the houfe of the Lord, and (hall water 

19 the valley of Shittim. Egypt (hall be a defolation, 
and Edom (hall be a defolate wildernefs, for the 
violence againft the children of Judah, becaufe they 

20 have (bed innocent blood in their land. But Judah 
(hall dwell * for ever, and Jerufalem from generation 

:as to generation. For I will cleanfe f theirblood tha( 
I have not cleanfed, for the Lord dwelleth in Zion. 

In order to the right underftanding of this Pro- 
phecy, let us firft endeavor to find out who are 
incai}t by the northern army in verie 20. of chap, 
n. Now it is plain that this army can be no other 
than that delcribed in the fecond and following 
vcrfcs of this chapter — A great people and aftrong^ 
there bath not been ever the like^ neither Jliall be any 
more after it ^ even to the years of generation and ge- 
neration. A fire devoureth before them^ and behind 
them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden of 

? Or be inhabited, f O^ avenge. 

l^den^ 



Eden before tbentj and behind tbem a defolate wilder- 
nefs^ yea^ and natbing fltall efcape tbem. The ap- 
pearance of tbem is as the appearance of horfes J and 
as borfemenfo fliall they run. Like the noife of cha- 
riots on the tops of mountains Jhall they leap^ like the 
noife of aflame of fire that devour eth the ftubble^ a^ 
a Jtrong people fet in battle array ^ &c. That this 
cannot mean the Babylonian, or Affyrian forces, 
is plain ; becaufe it is faid to be ^ great andflrong 
people^ there bath not been ever the like^ neither fhaU 
he any more aftet itj even to the years of generation 
and generation^ (as it is in the original) a phrafe 
which fignifies throughout all generations, or for 
ever. But the Perjians^ Grecians^ and Romans^ 
were not only equalj but greater and ftronger than 
the Babylonians. Another reafon why the Affyrians 
cannot be here meant, is what is faid, ver. i. of 
the following chapter. For behold^ in thofe daysj 
and in that time^ when I fliall bring again the capti^ 
vity of Judab and Jerufalem^ I will gather alt na- 
tions into the valley of Jehofhapbat.^ and will plead 
with them therefor my people^ whom they have feat- 
tered among all the nations^ and have parted my 
land'!, none of which circumftances did happen 
when they were brought back from the Babylo- 
pifli captivity. Add to this what is faid, ver. 19. 
chap. ii. / will no more make you a reproach among 
the heathen ; and it will be evident to every un- 
prejudiced reader, that the Babylonian or Afly* 
rian forces cannot be here intended. If it be alk- 
cd, of whom this northern army is to confift ? I 
anfwer, that if feem? to me, that the Turk^ or 

Qttomajf 
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Ottoman empire is here meant, for the following 
reafons. Firft, Becaufe the land was to be as the 
garden of Eden before tbem^ and behind tbetn a defo^ 
late wildernefs^ which has been verified exadily by 
the invafion and conquefts of the ^urks and Sara-^ 
cons in the land of Judea \ which, before their de- 
predations, was one of the moft fruitful, though 
now a moft barren and depopulated country. 
Secondly, 7he appearand of them was to be as the 
appearance of borfeSy and as borfemen fojhallthey 
run. * Now it is well known that the ^urkijh 
^ annies confifted chiefly of cavalry, efpecially 

* before the order of Janizaries was inftituted by 
^ Amuratb the FirfL The Janizaries may be tbei 
^ guard of the court, but the Timariots, or horfe- 
^ men, holding lands by ferving in the wars, are 

* the ftrength of the government : and thefe, as 
^ Heylin a^rms, are, in all, accounted between 

* feven and eight hundred tboufand fighting men ; 
' fome fay that they are a million : and, befides 
^ thefe, there are Spahis, and other horfemen in 

* the emperor's pay.* * ^^^ 

A parallel defcription of the ^urks and Saracens /k'^^^^^* < 
we have in chap. ix. of the Revelation^ where the ^^ 
ihapcs of the locufts, by whom the latter are re^ 
prefented, according to the moft judicious inter-i : . 
preters, are faid to be like unto borfes prepared unt(f ^^ 
battle. And the former are afterward defcribed, 
ver. 1 6. as an army of Eupbratean horfemen 5 Jni 
tbe number of the army of tbe borfemen were two 



f iVirw/. Plfl*. on the Proph. voU iii. p. 121. 

bundred 
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hundred thoufand tboufand: and I beard the nupiier 
cfthem. And thus I faw the horfes in tbe.vifion^ 
and tbem tbat fat en ibem^ &c. So alfa does the 
following part of the defcriptioB in Joel^ lake the 
noife of chariots on tbe tops of mountains fhall tbey 
leap^ harmonize with Rev. ix. 9. and tbe found of 
their wings was as the found of chariots ofmawf 
horfes running to battle. It is alfo faid in the 6th 
ver. of the firft chap, of this Prophecy, A nation 
is come up upon my landy firong and without number^ 
whofe teeth are the teeth of a lion, exaAly parallel 
to Rev. ix. 8. their teeth were as tbe teeth of lions. 
Upon all thefe accounts, there i^ no nation under 
heaven, that feems fo likely to be here intended, 
as that of the Turksj who originally came from 
the northj. and who (if I underftand the prophe- 
cies aright) arc to make an unfuccefsful attempt, 
to binder the future reftoration of the Jews. But 
that not the Turks only will be in this oppofition, 
appears probable from the firft verfe of chap. iii. 
J will gather all nations into tbe valley of Jebo/ha- 
pbatj &c. which feems to imply, that all thofe 
nations at leaft, who h4ve had a hand in fcatter- 
ing Ifraely or parting his lapd, will come in for a 
fliare of thofe judgments?. Wh^t ftill further 
proves the accomplifhment of this Prophecy to be 
yet future, is what is fai4 }n ver. 26, 27. My 
people /hall never be afhamed. And ver. 17. So fhall 
ye know that I am tbe Lord your God dwelling in 
Zion my holy mountain : tbenjhall Jerufalem be boly^ 
Md t^erefliall no firanger pafs through her any more. 
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And again, vcr. 20. Bui Judah Jhall dwell for 
iver^ and Jerufalm frsm generation to generation. 

• AMOS t\it Prophet lived in the days of Je-^ 
rohoam^ the fon of Joafliy king of Ifraely and pro- 
phecicd about 787 years before Chrift. 

V. 

Amos IX. II. In that day I will raife up the ta« 
bernacle of David that is fallen, and clofe up the 
breaches thereof, and will raife up his ruins, and I 

12 will build it as in the days of old. That they may 
poflefs the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen 
which are called by my name, ^ faith the Lord that 

13 doth this. Behold, the days come, faith the Lord, 
that the ploWman Oiall overtake the reaper, and 
the treader of grapes him that foweth feed : and the 
mountains (hall drop fweet wine, and all the hills 

14 (hall melt f.** And I will bring again the captivity 
of my people Ifrael, and they (hall build the wafte 
cities, and inhabit them : and they (hall plant vine- 
yards, and drink the wine thereof : they (hall alfo 

15 make gardens, and eat the fruit of theni. And I 
will plant them upon their land, and they (hall no 
more be pulled up out of their land which I have 
given them, faith the Lord thy God. 



* The meaning l^ere is, that thty nuhich an called hy my 
■ ^'^y P^jfifi *^^ remnant ofEd%m^ &c. and not the remnant 
§fEdtm^ and all the heathen which are called ly my nami, as it 
nay be anderilood from our tranflation* 

i Or be fruitful. ^ 

This 
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This Propheqr is lb exprcfs and dear> that it 
wants no explfination. I fhall only obferve, that 
the laft verfe proves the reftoratioa here Ijpoken 
of to be yet future. . , 

HO S EA prophefied about the year 785 to 
the kingdom of Ifrael^ in the days of the famfe 
Jeroboam the fon of Joajk. 

VI. 

H o s E A, iii. 4. For the children of Ifrael ihall 
abide many days without a king, and without a 
prince, and without a facrifice, and without an 
5 cphod, and without Teraphim. Afterward fhall 
the children of Ifrael return, and fcek the Lord their 
God, and David their kin^, and fhall fear the Lord 
and his goodnefs in the latter days^ 

The latter days^ as I before obferved, always 
fignify the latter ages of Chriftianity, or of the 
world, which forbids the applying this Prophecy 
to any fornier return. Bcfidcs, this Prophecy 
being fpoken to the kingdom of Ifrael in particu- 
lar, prisvents the application of it to the return 
from Babylon, to which place they were never 
carried* 



ISA t AH was the firfl of thofe four who arcf 
called the greater Prophets. He prophefied in 
the days of Uzziab, Jotham^ Abaz^ zviA Hezekiab, 
kings of Jtidab^ about the year 760 before Chrifl- 

VII. 
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VII. 

Is A. 11. I. The word that Ifaiah, the fon of A- 

2 moz faw, concerning Judah and Jerufalem. And 
it Ihall come to pafs in the laji days^ that the moun- 
tain of the Lord's houfe ihall be eftablifhed in the 
top of the mountains, and ihall be exalted above 

3 the hills; and all nations ihall flow unto it. And 
many people ihall go and fay, Come ye, and let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houfe of 
the God of Jacob, and he will teach us his ways : 
and we will walk in his paths ; for out of Zion ihall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 

4 Jerufalem. And he ihall judge among the nations, 
and ihall rebuke many people : and they ihall beat 
their fwords into plowihares, and their fpears into 
pruning-hooks : nation ihall not lift up fword a- 
gainil nation, neither ihall they learn war any more. 

Notwithftanding that thii Prophecy is in vcr. 
1. cxprcfsly faid to be concerning Judah and Je^ 
rufalem^ yet altnoft all commentators have appli- 
ed it to the eftablifliment of the Chriftian church, 
which immediately followed the firft coming of 
Chrift, and its prevailing over the religion of the 
heathens. But in fad:, tliofe events do by no 
means anfwer to this prophetic defcripcion. For 
not to infift upon the time here fpecified, the laji 
days ; when was it, fince this prophecy was de* 
livered, that any nations of the world were fo 
peaceably inclined, as to btat thtir fwords into 
flow'jhares^ and their fpears into pruning-hooks ? ox 
that nation did not lift up fword againft nation ? nor 
learn war any more ? On the contrary, has not this 
Utter been the conftant praftiqe of all nations ? 
I and 
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ind is It not fo at this prcfcnt time ? This Pro-* 
phccy is therefore not yet fulfilled ; but refers to 
that time, when the Lord fhall reftore his people 
Ifrael ; and by taking both them and his whole 
church under his more imrtiediate proteftion, and 
fbbduing all their enemies, fhall cduk mercy and 
truth to meet together^ rigbteoufnefs and peace to kifs 
each other J and truth toflourijh out of the earthy un* 
til the final period of all things. 

VIIL 

Is A. xi. 10. And in that day there ihall be a 
root of Jefle, which (hall ftand for an enfign of the_ 
people ; to it fliall the Gentiles feck, and his reft 

1 1 (ball be glorious. And it fhall come to pafs in that 
day, that the Lord fhall fet his hand again they^-^ 
cond time to recover the remnant of his people which 
fhall be left, froip Ailyria, and from Egypt, and 
from Pathros, and from Cu(h, and from Elam, and 
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the iflands 

12 ofthefea. And he fhall fet up an enfign for the 
nations, and fhall aflemble the outcafls of Ifrael, 
and gather together the difperfed of Judah, from 

13 the four corners of the earth. The envy alfo 6f 
Ephraim fhall depart, and the adverfaries of Judah 
fhall be cut off; Ephraim fhall not envy Judah, and 
Judah fhall not vex Ephraim. 

This Prophecy is fo exprefs for a fecond refto- 
ration di Ifrael (as appears by the i ith verfe) that 
if there were no other to be found, I think this 
alone would be enough to afcertain that event. 
Neither* can it be truly afferted, that Ifrael has 
already been recovered a feconi dime^ or indeed 
I ever 
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fi*r rccoveccd from all the places here mention- 
ed. Befidcs, the words in that day do here plain- 
ly fignify a time yet future ; bccaufe they refer 
to the kingdom of the h^anch oui of the root of 
Jfffcy mentioiled ver. i. the peaceablenefs and 
happincfs of which is dcfcribed in ver. 6, 7, 8, 9; 
by the wolf^s lying down with the lamb, &c. which 
defcription, admitting it to be allegorical only^ 
tannot^ with any propriety^ be applied to any 
• ftate of Chriftianity that has ever yet appeared irt 
the world. Neither do I fee how, or by what 
rule of interpretation, trembling the outcafts of If- 
rail, and gathering together the difperfed of Judab^ 
can be tirade to fignify colleSling a church among 
ibt GehtileSy as fome commentators have fuppofed; 

ix. 

Is A. xxvii. 12. And it fliall come to pafi in ihiai 
day, that the Lt)rd (hall btat ofF from the channel 
of the river unto the ftream of Egypt, arid ye fliall 
be gathered one by ohe^ O ye children of Ifraeli 
#3 And it ithall come to pafs in that day, that the great 
trumpet fliall be blown, and they fliall come which 
*Were ready to pcrifli itt the land of Aflyrla, and thcS 
outcafts in the land of Egypt, and fliall worfliip the 
Lord in the holy mount at Jerufalem. 

The channel of the river here means the Eu* 
pirates \ from which river to the Nile^ or thi 
river of Egypt^ the Lord will expel the enemies 
bf his people, and the children of Ifrael (hall be 
gathered one by one. As to the time, it will be 
when the great trumpet (hall be blown : which 
G trumpet 
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trumpet I take to be the fame with the feventh 
trumpet, Rev. xi. 15. at the founding of which, 
the kingdoms of ibis world are to become the kingdoms 
cf our Lord^ and of his Chriji. 

X. 

Is A. XXX. 18. Therefore will the Lord wait 
that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore 
will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon 
you : for JEHOVAH is a Gbd of judgment ; blefled 

tg are all they that wait for him. For* the people 
fhall dwell in Zion at Jerufalem : thou fhalt weep 
no more; he will be very gracious unto thee, at the 
voice of thy cry; when he fhall hear if, he will 

26 anfwer thee. Moreover, Ae light of the moon 

ihall be as the light of the fun, and the light of the 
fun fhall be fevenfold, as the light of feven days, 
in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of 
bis people^ and healeth the ftrokeof their wound. 

XL 

Is A. xxxiii. 20. Look upon Zion, the city of 
our folemnities : thine eyes fhall fee Jerufalem a 
quiet habitation^ a tabernacle that fhall not be taken 
down, not one of the flakes thereof fhall ever be 
removed, neither fhall any of the cords thereof be 
broken. 

>; 
Zion^ in thefe texts, cannot fignify (as fomc 
would have it) the Chriflian church y becaufc 
what is here faid of its peaceable ftate, has never 
yet doaie to pafs. Neither can thefe Prophecies 
be applied to Jerufalem reftored after the Baby*- 
knijh captivity, becaufe of the words thou fhak 
1 weefh 
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{xieep no ihote \ and, not one of the flaked thereof (u ii 
of that tabernacle) fJiail ever le removed. 

Xll. 

Is A. XXXV. 10, And the ranfomed.of the Lord 
(hail return and conie to Zion with fongs, and 
cverlafting joy upon tfieir heads : they (hall obtain 
joy and gladnefs, and forrow and fighing (hall fled 
away^ 

This whole chapter is generally applied to the 
times of the" gofpel immediately fuccceding the 
firii coming of our Lord. But from the laft verfe 
here quoted, and alfo from the 4th, wherein it Is 
faid, Be ftrong^ fear not: behold^ your God will 
come with vengeance^ &c. it appears to me to re- 
late to the reftoration of Ifrail^ and the timp s of 
the gofpel cotempbrary with it ; when (as it is faid 
in vcr. 5.) the eyes of the blind fhall be opened^ and 
the ears of the deaf piall be unficppcdy i. e. the Jews 
(hall be enabled to difcern the true Mcfliah, and 
they (hall both hearken to, and obey hrs doftrine. 

XIII. 

ISA. ;^llil. 5. Fear not, for I am with thee : I will 

bring thy (feed from the eaft, and gather thee from 

6 the weft. I will fay to the north, Give up, and to 

the fouth, Keep not back : bring my fons fronl far, 

Knd my daiightcrs from the ends of the earthr* 

tsA. xlix. 14. But Zion faid, JEHOVAH hath 
1$ forfaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can 

G a a womaQ 
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a woman forget her funking child, that fi>e (hotilcf 
not have compaflion on the fon of her womb ? Yea, 

i6 they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Be- 
hold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my 

17 hands, thy walls are continually before me. Thy 
children fliall make hafte ; thy deftroyers, and they 

x8 that made thee wafte, (hall go forth of thee. Lift 
up thine eyes round about and behold, all thef6 
gather themfelves together and come to thee : as I 
live, faith the Lord, thou (halt furely clothe thee 
with them all as with an ornament, and bind them 

19 on thee as a bride doth. For thy wafte and defolate 
places, and the land of thy deftruSion, fhall evei> 
now be too narrow by reafon of the inhabitants, 
and they that fwallowed thee up (hall be far away. 

20 The children which thou (halt have after thou haft 
loft the other, (hall fay again in thine ears. The 
place is too ftrait for me : give place to me, that I 

'21 may dwell. Then (halt thou fay in thine heart. 
Who hath begotten me thefe, feeing I have loft my 
children, and am defolate, a captive, and removing 
to and frp ? And who hath brought up thefe ? Be- 
hold, I was left alone, thefe, where had they been ? * 

22 Thus. faith the Lord God, Behold, 1 will lift up my 
hand to the Gentiles, and fet up my ftandard to the 
people : and they (hall bring thy fons in their arms, 
and thy daughters (hall be carried upon their (lioul- 

23 ders. And kings (hail be thy nurfing fathers, anet 
their queens thy nurfing mothers : they fhall bow 
down to thee with their face toward the earth, and 
lick up the duft of thy feet, and thou (halt know that 
I am THE LORD : for they (hall not be a(hamed 

24 that wait for me. Shall the prey be taken from the 



* Or, From whence come tkftfe i 

mighty ? 
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2$ mighty ? or the lawful captive delivered ? But thus 
faith the Lord, Even the captives of the mighty 
fliall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible 
fliall he delivered : for I will contend with him that 
contendfeth with thee, and I will five thy children. 

26 And I will feed them that opprefs thee, with their 
own fle(b, and they (hall be drunken with their 
own blood, as with fweet wine : and all fiefh (hall . 
know that I JEHOVAH am thy Saviour and 
thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 

Whoever reads the words of this Prophecy with 
the Icaft attention, muft (I think) be convinced, 
that they can relate to nothing elfe but the future 
Reftoration of IfraeL For they arc not applir- 
cable either to the return from Batylon-^ or to the 
Chriftian church Not to the former, becaufe 
they were never io Jlraitned for roomj as is here 
foretold' in ver. 19, 20. Nor did kings and queens 
ever bow down to them^ and lick up the duji of their 
feet^ according to ver. 23. but, on the contrary, 
rather tyrannized over them. Nor can they be 
applied to the Chriftian church ; becaufe this al- 
legorical Zion has, as yet, had none of its wafti 
and 'defolate places * rendered too narrow by reafon 
of the inhabitants % nor can (he be faid to be a 
captivBy removing to and frOy or to be left alone. 
The firft feven verfes of this chapter do (I grant) 
Ipeak of the f hriftian church, as well as of the 

JfraeUteSy particularly in the 6tb verfe // is a 

light thing that thou f/iouldeft be my fervant to raife 

* Or the land of its deflrudlion. 

C 3 up 
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up the tribes ofjacoh^ and to rejlore tbeprefervid §f 
Jfrael : I will alfo give thee for a light to the Gen- 
tiles^ that thou mayejl be my falvation unto the end 
cf the earthy &c. But the reft of the chapter, or 
at leaft from ver. 13. to the end, relate evidently 
%o the Rcftoration of the Ifra^lifes to their own 
land. 

XV. 

I s A. li. 3. For the Lord (hall comfort Zion : h(B 

will comfort all her wafte places, and he will make 

her wildcrnefs like Eden,. and her defert like the 

• garden of the Lord : joy and gladnefs (hall be found 

therein, thankfgiving, and the voice of melody. 

II -Therefore, the redeemed of the Lord fliall 

ireturn, and pome with finging unto Zion, and 
cverlafting joy fliall be upon their head : they fliall 
obtain gladnefs and joy, and forrow and mourning 

J 7 fliall flee away.-— Awake, awake, ftand up, O 

Jerufalem, which haft drunk at the hanc) of the 
Lord the cup of his fury ; thou haft drunken the 
dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out. 

jg — — Thefe two things are come upto thee : Who 
fhall hp forry for thee i Defolation, ajid deftruflion, 
and the famine, and the fword : By whom fliall I 

^1 comfort thee ?—— -Therefore hear now this, thou 

112 a£Bi6ted, and drunken, but not with wine. Thus 
faith thy Lord JEHOVAH, and thy God that 
pleadeth the caufe of his people. Behold, I have 
taken out of thy hand the cup of trembling, even 
the dregs of the cup of my fury, thou flialt no more 

a3 drink it again. But I will put it into the hand of 
then^ that afflift thee : which have faid 'to thy fouj. 
Bow down, that we may go over : and thou Iiaft 
laid thy body as the ground, and as the ftreet to 

tl^cm that went pver. 

' ■ ^ " CJh^p. 
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Chap. Hi. I. Awake, awake, put on thy ftrcngth, 
O Zion ; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerufa- 
lem, the holy city : for henceforth there fliall no 
more come into thee, the uncircumcifed, and the 
2 unclean. Shake thyfelf from the duft: arife, and 
fit down, O Jerufalem : loofe thyfelf from the bands 
of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion, (^c. 

This, and chap. lii. of Jfaiaby have been gene- 
rally applied to the redemption of the Chriftian 
church 5 and the contents of the chapters which 
are prefixed, fignify as much to us. But who- 
ever confiders the paQagcs in thefe chapters here 
quoted, will eafily perceive that the Prophet 
fpeaks of the redemption of the literal Ifrael from 
their captivity, throughout both thefe chapters. 
For to this reftoration are applicable the follow- 
ing verfe$, 

XVI. 

Is A. Hi. 7. How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
plibli(heth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publifheth falvation, that faith unto Zion, Thy 

S GOD reigneth ! Thy watchmen (hall lift up th^ 
voice, with the voice together (hall they fing : for 
they (hall fee eye to eye, when the Lord (hall bring 

9 again Zion. Break forth into joy, iing together, ye 
wafte places of Jerufalem : for the Lord hath com- 
forted his people, he hath redeemed Jerufalem. 

That this chapter relates to the kingdom of 

Chrift is very true. But then it is plainly thai 

Icingdom which he (hall enter upon at his fecond 

C 4 coming; 
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coming : at which time fliall be the reftoring of 
J^rad. For want of attending to this diftindtioii 
oiChxA^s firjt and fecond coming, commentators 
have often expounded thofe paffages ia the Pro- 
phets, which relate to Chrift's fecond coming, of 
tiis firji ; in order to which, they haye been oblig- 
ed to depart from the eafy and literal fenfe of 
the Prophecies, ^nd to allegorize the paffages in 
fuch a manner, as has given great advantage, aa 
well as offence to the adverfaries of Chriftianity, 
Let us not be afraid, that by allowing thofe nu- 
merous Prophecies, which fpe^k of the great 
happinefs and peace of Jerufclem or Ziorty to re- • 
late to the feqond coming of our Lord, we fliall 
any ways hurt the caufe of our holy religion, by 
leaving no prediftions of his firft coming. For 
this will be very far from being the cafe. In thi^ 
very chapter, we have an inftance of the latter, 
wherein the different .condition of Chrift at his 
firft and fecond coming are fet in oppofition. 

Ver. 13, Beholdy my fervant Jhall deal prudently^ 
kejhall bje exalted and extolled^ and be very high. 

Ver. 1,4. As many were afiow/hed at tbee\ (his 
vifage was fp marred more than any many and his 
form more than^ihefons of men) 

Ver. 15. $o^fhall be fprinkle many nations^ the 
kings fliall fliut th.eir mouths at himc for that which 
had not hfen told themfhall they fee : and tb(it which 
they had not heardy fliall they conftder. 

Here the 14th verfe, which evidently relates 

to Chrift's /^ coming, and his fuffcring ftate, is 

ojppofed to the 1 5th, wh^h fpcaks of what fliall 

I happen 
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happen at his fecond coming -, when the kings of 
the earth fhall not dare to open their mouths at 
him, i^c. Neither does the vfovd fprinkling here 
relate to baptifniy as has been fuppofed ; but to 
the clcanfing many nations from the filthinefs of 
idolatry, at the time of the Reftoration of Ifrad^ 
as appears by the parallel to this place, Ezekiel 
XXX vi. 24, 25. / will take you from among the 
heathen^ and gather you out of all countries ^ and will 
hringyou into your own land. Then will I fprinkle 
clean water upon you ^ and ye fhall be clean : from all 
your filthinefs^ and from all your idols will I cleanfe 
you. 

The next chapter alfo, the fifty-third of Ifaiah^ 
relates wholly to the firft coming of our Lord, 
being nothing elfe from the beginning to the end 
but a Prophecy of the fufFerings he (hould un- 
dergo. But wherever we meet with the kingdom 
pf Chrift in the Prophecies, reprefented as a glo- 
rious, peaceable, and happy ftate, let me obfcrvc 
here once for all, that it moft certainly relates 
to the future kingdom, which he (hall receive at 
his fecond coming. Becaufe a ftate of glory, peace^ 
and happinefsj has never yet been the cafe of that 
militant ftate, under which his kingdom has 
hitherto fubfifted. This diftindtion may be con- 
fidered as the key to the Prophecies of the Old 
Teftament, which chiefly have regard to that 
ftate of purityj peace^ and bappinefs, which ftiall 
prevail in the latter days, under the glorious 
reign of Chrift. 
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xvn. 

I s A. liv. I. Sing, O barren, thou that didfl not 
bare, and cry aloud, thou that didft not travail 
with child : for more are the children of the defo- 
late, than the children of the married wife, faith 

2 the Lord. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and 
let them ftretch forth the curtains of thine habita- 
tions : fpare not, lengthen thy cords, and ftrengthen 

3 thy ftakes. . For thou Ihalt break forth on the right 
hand and on the left ; and thy feed fliall inherit the 
Gentiles, and make the defolate cities to be inha- 
bited. 

XVIIL 

I s A. Ix. 4. Lift up thine eyes round about and 
fee ', all they gather themfelves together, they come 
to thee, thy fons (hall come from far, and thy 

8 daughters fhall be niirfed at thy fide. Who are 

thefe that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their 

9 windows ? Surely the ifles Ihall wait for me, and 
the (hips of Tarfliifli firft, to bring thy fons from far, 
their silver and their gold with them unto the 
name of Jehovah thy God : and to the Holy One 

20 of Ifrael, becaufe he hath glorified thee. And the 
fons of ftrangers (hjill build up thy walls, and their 

^ kings fhall minifter upto thee: for in my wrath I 
fmote thee, but in my fayoyr have I had mercy on 

XI thee. Therefore thy gates fiial] be open continual- 
ly, they (hall not be {hut day nor night, that men 
may bring unto thee the forces [wealth] of the Geh- 

12 tiles, and that their kings may be brought. For the 
nation or kingdom that will not ferve thee, (hall 
perifli.: yea, thofe nations (hall be utterly wafted. 

13 The glory of Lebanon (hall come untathee : the 
|ir tree^ the pine tree, and the box together, to 

beautify 
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beautify the place of my fan£luary, and I will make • 

14 the place of my feet glorious. The fons alfo of 
them that afflicted thee fhall come bending unto 
thee; and all they that defpifed thee fhall bow 
themfelvcs down at the folcs of thy feet j and they 
Ihfll call thee The city of Jehovah, TheZion of the 

15 Holy One of Ifrael, Whereas thou haft been for- 
faken and hated, fo that no man went through thee, 
I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of 

16 many generations. Thou (halt alfo fuck the milk 
of the Gentiles, and (halt fuck the breaft of kings, 
and thou {halt know that I JEHQVAH am thy Sa- 
viour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. 

This whole chapter, part of which I have 
'.omitted for brevity fake, does fo plainly relate 
to the future Refloration of Ifrael^ that it is al- 
moft necdlefs to make any farther remark upon 
it. It not only foretels the Reftoration, but alfo 
feveral particulars concerning the manner of it. 
The perfons or nations who fhall be inftrumental 
to it, are to be the IJles, or Europeans -, and among 
thefe the fhips of Tarfhifh * (hall be principally 
concerned. That thofe who return from far, 
fhall bring thtir gold and their filvcr with them, 
is a circumftance rendered very probable with 

* By Tarjhijbf according to the moil judicious writers, was 
meant Cilicia^ a country in the leifer Afia, whofe principal 
city was Tar/us f where St. Paul was born ; fo called from its 
firft planter Tarjhijh the fon of Ja'van. But it feems to me, 
that the Mediterranean Sea in general, was, in the time of 
I/aiah^ called Tarjhijbf or the fea o( Tarjhijh. The meaning 
of the text will then be, that the (hips of that fea fhall be 
fhe fir^ in bringing baclg the Je^. 
• rcgarcj 

I^Tk^kao-^c i/K. §ufu/i$^ - t^kxAfL^ uJtOM^ yj^tn^i a4 /i/6»^a^ t^M^d^ 
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r^ard to the J^ws in particular, as it is well 
known l\\2Ltgold^/ilver^ 2ind jewels, are the prin^ 
cipal commodities that they deal in, and of which 
they are now in poffefllon of no fmall (hare *. It 
is alfo foretold,, that ftrangers (hall build up their 
walls, and that the nations who will not ferve them 
JhaUperi/h\ as alfo that the fons of them that af- 
JUffed them and. defpifed them Jhall come bending^ unto 
tbem^ and. how. themf elves down at the foles of their- 
feet. If any one thinks he can accommodate all 
thcfc particulars to the Cbriftian church, or to 
the return from- Babylon, let him try. ^ I, for my 
part, can fee no method of doing this, that would 
n.Qt, if conflantly purfued, overthrow the true 
fcnfe of. the whole fcripture. 

XIX. 
Is A. Ixi. 4. And they (hall build the old waftes, 
they fhall raife up the former defolations, and they 
{hall repair the wafte cities, the defolations of many- 

5 generations. And ftrangers (hall ftand and feed 
youi flocks,. and the fons of the alien (hall be your 

6 plow- men and your vine-dreilers. But ye (ball be 
natjied the. priefts of the Lord : men ft all call you 

/ the minifters of our God : ye (hall eat the riches of 
the Gentiles, and in their glory (hall ye boaft your- 
felves. 

That this building the old wqftes, &<:. does not 
inean the rebuilding of Jerufolenty at the return- 

f" Thi3 is more efpjecially true of thofc European Jewusi 
whofc return is here fai4 {p be- by; tjie iUips Q£Tarfl?iJh» i. e». 
^e Mediurranean Sea* 

from 
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from Babylon^ is evident, from their being called 
the defolations of maty generations. 

XX. 

I s A. Ixii. I. For Zion*s fake will I ndt hold mf 
peace, and for Jerufalcm*s fake I will not reft, 
until the righteoufnefs thereof go foi^th as bright* 
^ncfs, and the falvation thereof as a lamp that burn^ 

2 ^th. And the Gentiles fhall feethy righteoufnefs^ 
and all kings thy glory: and thou fhah be called 

3 by a New Name. Thou flialt be a crown of glory 
in the hand of Jehovah, and a royal diadem in the 

4 hand of thy God. Thou (halt no more be termed 
forfaken, neither (hall thy land any more be termed 
defolate : but thou (halt be called H^h%ibah^ and 
thy land Beulah ; for the Lord delighteth in thee, 

8 and thy land (hall be married.— JEHOVAH Jiath 
fworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his 
ftrength. Surely I will no more give thy corn to be 
meat for thine enemies, and thefons of the ftranger 
fhall not drink thy wine, for which thou baft la- 

9 boured. But they th%t have gathered it, (hall eat 
it, and praife Jehovah ; and they that have brought 
it together, (hall drink it in the courts of my holi- 

•10 ncfs* Go through, ^o through the gates ; prepare 
ye the way of the people : caft up, caft up the high^^ 
way, gather out the fic nes, lift up a jflandard iot 

11 the people. Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed un- 
to the end of the world. Say ye to the daughters of 
Zion, Behold, thy falvatioti cometh j Behold, his 

12 reward is with him, and his work before him. And 
they (hall call them. The holy people. The redeem* 
ed of the Lord : and thou (halt be called, Sought 
ottt^ a city hot forfaken^ 

The 
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The Zion^ to whom this whole chapter* is ad* 
dreflcd, has been generally fuppofed to be the 
church ; but the defcription of it here does by no 
means favour fuch an interpretation. For when 
was the church fcrfakenj and her land defolate? her 
corn meat for her enemies^ and her wine drunken by 
Jlrangers? Does not all this much better fuit the 
literal Zion^ or the city of Jerufalem^ and the land 
oijudea? 

XXI. 
Is A. Ixv* 19. And I will rejoice in Jerufalem, and 
joy in my people, and the voice of weeping (hall be 
no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying* 

20 There (hall be no more thence an infant of days, 
nor an old man that hath not filled his days : for 
the child {ball die an hundred years old, but the 
finner being an hundred years old, ihall be accurfed^ 

21 And they fhall build houfes, and inhabit them ; and 
they (hall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of 

22 them. They fhall not build, and another inhabit y 
they (hall not plant, and another eat : for as the 
days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine 

23 clecft fhall long enjoy the work of their hands. They 
(hall not labour in vain, nor bring forth trouble : 
for they are the feed of the bleffed of the Lord, and 

24 their offspring with th?m. And it fhall come to 
pafs, that before they call, I will anfwer : and while 

25 they are yet fpeaking, I will hear. The wolf and 
the lamb fhall feed together, and the lion fhall eat 
flraw like the bullock : and duft fhall be the fer- 
pent's meatt They fhall not hurt nor deflroy in all 
my holy mountaini faith the Lord* 

Thi^ 
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This Prophecy evidently relates to the Refto^ 
ration of Jerufalm\ and cannot, with propriety, 
be applied to the church, which has never yet 
been in the happy (late here defcribed. 

XXII. 

I s A. Ixvi. 5. Hear the word of the Lord, ye that 

tremble at his word. Your brethren that hated you, 

' that caft you out for my name's fake, faid *, Let the 

Lord be glorified : but ye fhall appear to your joy, 

6 and they (hall be afhamed. A voice of noife from 
the city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the 

7 Lord that rendereth recompence to his enemies. Be- 
fore (he travailed fhe brought forth : before her pain 

8 came, (he was delivered of a man child. Who hath 
heard fuch a thing ? Who hath feen fuch things ? 
Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day, 
or (hall a nation be born at once ? For as foon as 
Zion travailed, fhe brought forth her children. 

9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not caufe to bring 
forth ? faith Jehovah : Shall I caufe to bring forth, 

10 and Ihut the womb ? faith thy God. Rejoice ye 
with Jerufalem, and be glad with her, all ye that 
love her : rejoice for joy, all ye that mourn for her. 

J I That ye may fuck, and be fatisfied with the breafts 
of her confolations : that ye may milk out, and be 

• L6t the Lorde magnyfie himfelfc, that we may fee yourc 
gtadneife i aad yet they (hall be confounded. For as touch- 
jng the cytie and the teipple, I heare the voice of the Lorde. 

TXNDALE. 

The above quoted tranflation is that of William Tindak't 
l^adein the reign of king Edward Yl, which, in manyplaces, 
is a better tranflation than ours, as will appear in the fequel 
af this work. 

delight^* 
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12 delighted with the abundance of her glory. 1?ot 
thus faith the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to , 
ber like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like 
a flowing ftream : then (hall ye fuck, ye fball b^ 
born upon her fides, and be dandled upon her knees* 

13 As one whom his mother comforteth, fo will I com- 
fort you : and ye Qiall be comforted in Jerufalem* 

24 And when ye fliall fee this, your heart fcall re- 
joice, and your bones (hall flourifh like an herb : 
and the hand of the Lord (hall be known towards 
his fervants, and his indignation towards his ene- 

I^ mies. For behold, the Lord will come, aiid with 
hi^ chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger 

16 with fury> and his rebuke with flames of fire. Foif 
by .fire, and by his fword, will the Lord plead with 
•all fle{h : and the flain of the Lord fliall he mtiny.— » 

18 For I know their works and their thoughts : it (hall 
come^ that I will gather all iiations aiid tongues^ 

19 and they Ihall come and fee my glory^ And I will 
.: fet a fign among them^ and I will fend thofe that 

efcape of them, unto the nations to Tzrfhlth^ PuU 
md Lud, that draw the bow to Tubal and Javani 
to the ides afar off, that have not heard my fame, 
neither have feen my glory ; and they {hall declare 

20 my glory amolig the Gentiles. And they ihall 
bring all your brethren for an offering ixnto Je- 
hovah, out of all nations, upon horfes^ and in cha^ 
riots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon 
fwift beaAs, to my holy mountain Jerufalem, faith 
the Lord, as the children of Ifrael bring an offering 

ii in a clean veffel into the houfe of the Lord. Andl 
I will alfo take of them for priefts and for Levites^ 

22 faith the Lord. For as the new heavens and the 
new earth which I will make fhall remain before 
me, faith tlie Lord, fo fhall your feed and your 

it3 hamc remain. And it fhall come to pafs^ that front 

0n9 
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«n€ iicw moon, and from one fabbath to another, 
(hall all (lefli come to worfhip before me, faith the 
24 Lord. And they fhall go forth, and look upon the 
carcafles of the men that have tranfgreflcd againft 
me : for their worm (hall not die, neither fliall their 
fire be quenched : and they (hall be an abhorring 
unto all flcfh. 

From the 5th to the loth verfc of this chap- 
ter, it is thought by many, that the deftruftion 
of the city and temple of Jerufalem^ and the fud- 
den fpread of the gofpel is foretold •, and that 
the country fellow that came up to the fcaft of 
Tabernacles, about feven years before the ficgc 
ofjernfalem^ alluded to the fixth verfe, when he 
cried without ceafing, Wo io the city ! zvo to the 
temple ! A voice from the four corners^ a voice againft 
Jerufalem^ a voice againft the flatten^ &c. But 
granting that the man had this text in view, which 
is not certain (his words being confidcrably diffe- 
rent from it) it will not follow that thefe words 
in the Prophecy were intended to predidt that 
event. And as to the words of the 8th, as foon as 
Zion travailed^ /he brought forth her children^ which 
are thought to relate to the fudden fpread of the 
gofpel, they appear to me rather to refpeft the 
fudden and unej^pefted Reftoration of the If 
raelites in the latter times. For the gofpel was 
cftablifhed gradually in the world, and did not 
bring forth its children at once^ or in one day^ as 
it is exprcffcd in the former part of this verfe. 
prom the loth verfe to the end of the chapter, 

D the 
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the happy ftate of Jerufalem reftored, and'the 
deftrudion of her enemies, is plainly delivered, 
It is faid, ver. 19. that tbofe that efcape of ibemy 
Jliall befent unto the nations^ to Tarjhijh^ Pul, Lud^ 
Tubals Javan^ and the ijles afar off, Now the them 
here does not mean (as fome fuppofe) the Jews 
who are now accordingly difperfed among thefc 
nations, but thofe which fhall pfcape of all thofe 
nations and tongues mentioned in the verfe ber 
fore, which lliall be gathere4 together-, and which 
in the i6th verfe are called allflefli^ with whom 
the Lord will plead with fire and fword^ and the 
Jlain of the Lord fhall be many. And who fliould 
thefe be, but jhofe who, according to other 
Prophecies, which I ftiall hereafter confider, are 
to oppofe this re-fettlement of Ifrael^ and to fall 
in the battle of Armageddon ; to which ajfo the 

laft verfe of this chapter relates they fhall go. 

forthj and look upon the carcaffes of the men who 
have tranfgrejfed againfl me j for their worm fhall 
not die^ &c. words which are elfe where applied to 
the fame battle of Armageddon. I fhall make but 
one remark more, viz. on verfe 20. where it is 
faid, they (the Gentiles) fhall bring all your bre^ 
tbren — out of all nations^ upon horfes and chariots^ 
&c. — to my holy mountain J erufalem^ which circum- 
ftances feem to me to be fuch, as are by no means 
applicable to the church, or to the return froni 
the Bahylonifli captivity. 
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A//Cyf /7 prophefied in the days ofjotbafn^ 
JlbaZj and Hezekiah^ kings of Judab^ about 750 
years before Ghrift. , 

XXIII. 

Mi CAM ii. 12. I will furely aflemble, O Jacob, 

all of thcc : I will furely gather the remnant of If- 

r^el, I will put- them together as the (beep of ^oz- 

, rah, as the ilock in the midft of their fold : they 

ihail make great noife, by reafon of th€ muhliude of 

. men. . 

XXIV. 

M I c A H iv. I. But in the lad days it fliall come 
to pafs, that the mountain of the houfe of the Lord 
fhall be eftablifhcd in the top of the mountains, ^nd 
it (hall be exalted above the hills, and people fball 

2 flow unto it. And many nations fhall come and 
fay. Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, and to the houfe of the God of Jacob, and 
he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths : for the law fhall go forth of Zion, and 

3 the word of the Lord from Jcrufalem. And he 
fhall judge among many people, and rebuke ftrong 
nations afar off, and they (hall beat their fwords 
into plow-(hares, and their fpcars into pruning- 
hooks : nation (lull not lift up a fword againft na- 

4 tion, neither (hall they learn' war any more. But 
they (hall (it every man under his vine and under his 
fig-tree, and none (hall make them afraid : for the 
jnputb of the Lord of hofts hath fpokcn it. 
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6 In that day, faith the Lord, will I aflpmblp her tli^f 
halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, 

7 and her that I have afflicted. And I will make her 
that halteth a remnant, and her that was caft far 
off a ftrong nation ; and Jehovah (ball reign over 
them in mount Zion, from henceforth, even for, 

11 ever.* Now alfo many nations are gathered 

again ft thee, that fay. Let her be defiled, and let 

12 our eye Jook upqn Zion. But they know not the 
thoughts of the Lord, neither ujiderftand thjcy his 
counfel : for he ftiall gather them as the (heaves in- 

13 to the floor. Arife, and threfli, O daughter of 
Zion : for I wjll make thine horn iron, ^nd I 
will make thy hoofs brafs, and thou (halt beat in 
pieces many people: and I will confecrate their 
gain unto Jehovah, and their fubftance unto the 
Lord of the whole earth. 

This fourth chapter of Micab^ according to the 
cenUnts prefixed to it, defcribes the glory, pace, 
kingdom, and viSicry of the church : and fo indeed 
it does ; but it is not the prefent, or any paft (late 
of the church, as appears from the third and 
fourth verfes ; for fuch an univerfal peace and 
happinefs has never yet taken place, nor ever will 
till thofe laft days; when the mouniain of the houfe 
pf tie Lordfliall be efiahliflied in th^ top of the mcun- 



f In Tiydal6\ trar.fl^tion of the 7tb verfe, it Is,. Jn^ luill 
give i/fte untQ the Iflnie, inllead o^ And 1 ^ill tnahe her that 
halteth a remnlLnt, which is ceriainly better. For the Lord 
is here promifing an increafe to her that halteth,. and is 
driven out, as appears by the latter end ' of the verfe, and 
ijct a dirninutian of them tQ ^ remnant, 

tainSy 



tdinsi or tilly^i? that was caft afar off fliall he madi 
a ftrong nation^ i. e. till Ifraet {hd\\ bereftortd, 
and become the rnoft powerful ndtion upon earth. 
iTieri it is, .that the church of Chrift (hall be ia 
that glorious and happy ftate, fo often foretold 
by the Prophets. 

XXV; 

MiCAH V. 3. Therefore will he give them tip, 
until the time that (he which travailcch hath brought 
forth : then the rcmiiant of his brethren (hall return 

4 unto the chUdren of Ifrael. And he (hall (land and 
feed [or rule] in the ftrength of the Lord, in the 
majefiy of the name of Jehovah his God, and they 
ihall abide : for now (hall he be great unto the dnda 

^ of the earth. And this mdn (hall be the peace wheti 
the A(ryrian * (hall come into our land : and wheil 
he (hall tread in our paladesj then (hall we railb 
againft him feven (hepherds, and eight princes of 

6 men. And they (hall wafte the land of AiTyria with 
the (Word, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances 
thereof: thus (hall he deliver us from the Aflyrian 
when he cometh into our land, and when he tread- 

cth 



* By the ^J^rian^ according to Mr. Mede, is meant Gog 
of the land of Magogy chief prince of Mejhech and Tuial, of* 
Whom Ezeiiel prophccied. * Not as though thii (hould be 
f his original nation, but as the pi'dvincd ftom whence he 

* ihould fall into the latid of Ifrael. For the prince o£ Ma^ 

* gog and Tuial cannot come into the land of Ifrael, till he 

* be firft maft,er of the land of JJhur, which lies between 

* them. And the Prophet defcribes him by this name, rathei* 

* than by that of his own nation, becaufe the name of^JBur 

* was at that tidic fo terrible to the JevtSf and the invafion 

D 3 'of 
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7 cth within our borders. And the remnant of Jacob 
(hall be in the midft of many people as a dew from . 
the Lord, as the Ihowers upon the grafs, that tar- 
rieth not for a man, nor waiteth for the fons of 

8 men. And the remnant of Jacob (hall be ambng the 
Gentiles in the midft of many people : as a lion 
among the beafts of the foreft, as a young lion a- 
mong'the'flocks of fheep : who, if he go through, 
both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none 
can deliver. 

The ivords, therefore will he give them uf^ &c. in^ 
the third verfe, have reference to the firft and fe- 
cond verfes. Now gather thyfelf in troops^ O daugh- 
ter of troops (or robbers), by which fome under- 
ftand the Roman ftate, which were robbers of 
mankind in general, who laid ftege agaivjl them^ 
and fmote the judge of Ifrael with a rod upon the 
cheek \ notwitbftanding which, the ruler who 
(hould come out of Bethlem Euphratah^ ihoxM 
give them up no longer than until the time which 
fhe that travaileth hath brought forth j and the 
remnant of his brethren (hall return unto the 



* oi Salmanajpr and Sennacherib flill frefh in their minds.: and 

* perhaps thofe nations were then at the devotion of the Af^ 

* fyrian^ and no fmall part of his army, as they ufed to be 

* of the Saracens^ when they ruled in ^hofe parts. Howfon 

* ever, by this name, he pointed to a northern enemy^ what- 
«, foever the nation ihould be that fhould then empire it ia 
« thofe parts, as the AJfyrians did, when he prophecied. "Fbt 

* AJfyria is defcribed by that fifuation, Ifa. xiv. 31. Jer. i. 1.3* 
« and iv. 6. Zecb, ii* 6.' ' 

Mede, B.IV. Epift. XLI, 

children 
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children of IfraeL . By the JJJyrian^ who fliall 
come into their land, and tread in their palaces, 
is not meant the AJfyrian empire at that time fub- 
fifting, which was never laid wafte by the fword 
of Ifrael^ or any fhepherds or princes by them 
ralfed up againft it; but thofe who ftiould poflefs 
the land of y^m in the latter days, and fhould 
oppofe the Reftoration of Ifrael By the /Iffyriart^ 
therefore, I take the 7ttr^(/^ empire to be intend- 
ed •, among whom the remnant of Jacob are to be 
as a lion among the beafts of the field, (£c. 

XXVI. 

M I c A H vii. 1 1. In the day that thy walls are 

to be built, in that day (hall the decree be far re- 

12 moved. * In that day alfo he Ihall come even to 

thee from Aflyria, and from the fortified cities, and 

from the fortrefs even to. the river, and from fnfa to 

16 fea, and from mountain to mountain. — The nations 
fliall fee and be confounded at all their might : they 
fhall lay their hand upon their mouth j their ears 

17 (hall be deaf. They" (hall lick the duft like a fer- 
pent, they (hall move out of their holes like worms 
of the earth : they fliall be afraid of Jehovah our 

18 God, and fliall ftar becaufe of thee. Who is a 
20 God like unto thee, &c. Thou will perform the 

truth toJacob,and the mercy to Abraham, which thou 
haft fworn unto our fathers from the days of old. 

What this was that was fworn unto Alraham^ 
1 have above ftitwn +, viz. That the land Abra^ 

, .. 

* In TiNDALE, The iaivfiall go abroad. f Article I. 

D 4 ham 
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ham then flood upon, fhould be given unto him 
anjd to his feed for ever, . 

ZE PHANIAH prophefied in the days of 
Joftab^ about the year before Chrift 630. 

XXVII. 

Z E p H. ill. 8. Wait you upon me, faith the 
Lord, until the day that I rife up unto the prey : for 
my determination is to gather the nations, that I 
may aflemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them my 
indignation, even all my fierce anger : for all the 
earth fliall be devoured with the fire of my jea- 

19 loufy. Behold, at that time, I will undo all that 

afflict thee, and will fave her that halteth, and ga- 
ther her that was driven out, and I will get them 
praife and fame in every land, where they have been 

2& put to (hame. At that time will I bring you again, 
even in the time tha; I gather you : for I will make 
you a name and a praife aniong all people of tlie 
earth, when I turn back your captivity before your 
eyes, faith the Lord. 

^he day referred to in the Stb verfe is plainly 
the fame time which is ^oken of in the two laft 
verfes •, and alfo in all the intermediate verfes. 
which I have omitted, to avoid prolixity, and not 
beciiufe thej are any vo^ays foreign to my defign. 
The return from captivity here mentioned, is evi- 
dently future-, becaufe the Jewi/h nation have 
not yet been made a name and a praife amoDg all 

people 
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people of the earth •, but rather a reproach : nei- 
ther can it relate to the return from Babylon^ be^- 
caufc it is faid, ver. 15. that they Ihouldnot fee 
evil at^ more. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx>o<xxxxxxx 

JEREMIAH began to prophecy in the 
days of Jofiah^ king of Judab^ about the year 
629, before Chrift. 

XXVIII. 

Jer. iii. i6. It (hall come to pafs when ye be 
multiplied and increafed in the land : in thofe days 
4aith the Lord, they ihall fay no more, Thi ark of 
^ the covenant of the Lord: neither fhall it come to 
mind, neither ihall they rtmember it, neither (hall 
they vifit it, neither fhall that be done any more. 

17 At that time they ihall call Jerufalem ,the throne of 
the Lord, and all the nations ihall be gathered unto 
it, to the name of the Lord, to JeruTalem : neither 
ihall they walk any more after the imagination of 

18 their evil heart. In thofe days the houfe o^ Judah 
ihall walk with the houfe of Ifrael, and they ihall 
come together out of the land of the^north, to the 
land that I have given fo.r an inherits^ce unto your 
fathers. 

XXIX. 

Jer. xvu 14. Therefore, behold the days come, 

faith the Lord, that it ihall no more be faid, The 

(lOrd liveth that brought up the children of Ifrael 

15 out of the land of Egypt j But, The Lord liveth that 

brought up the children of Ifrael from the land of 

the 
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the north, and from all the lands whither he had 
driven them : and I will bring them again into their 
land that I gave unto their fathers. 

XXX. 

Jer. xxiii. 3. And I will gather the remnant of 

my flock out of all countries whither I have driven 

> them, and will bring them again to their folds, and 

4 they ihall be fruitful and increafe. And I will fet 
up fliepherds over them, which (hall feed them, and 
they fhall fear no more, nor be difmayed, neither 

5 fliall they be lacking, faith the Lord. Behold, the 
days come, faith the Lord, that I will raife unto 
David a righteous branch, and a king (hall reign 
and^profper, and (hall execute judgment and juflice 

6 in the earth *. In his days Judah (hall be faved, 
and Ifrael (hall dwell fafely : and this is his name 
whereby he (hall be called, Jehovah o^r Rtghteouf- 

7 nefs. . Therefore, behold the days come, faith the 
Lord, that they (hall no more fay. The Lord liveth 
wjiich brought up the children of Ifrael out of the 

8 land of Egypt ; But,The Lord H'vcth which brought 
up, and which led the feed of the houfe of Ifrael 
out of the north country, and from all countries 
whither I had driven them, and they (hall dwell in 
their own land. 



♦ This 5 th verfe is generally applied to the coming of 
Chrift, and fo indeed it ought to 'be : but then it is plainly 
his /eco»d coming that is here intended, as appears from the 
very next words, I/t his days Judah /hall befa^'edy and Ifrael 
Jhall d^^dl fafely t &c. which is not true, if applied to tYitfrfl 
coming of Chrift. For foon after that, they were fo far horn 
being fa'ved, or dn»elling fafely^ that they underwent a terrible 
deiUudioxi. 

XXXL 
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XXXI. 

J E R, XXX. 3. For lo, the days come, faith the 
Lord, that I will bring again the captivity of my 
people Ifrael and Judah (faith the Lord) and I will 
caufe them to return to the land that I gave to their 

10 fathers, and they fhall poflefs it. Therefore fear 

thou not, O my fervant Jacob, faith, the Lord, 
neither be difmayed, O Ifrael : for lo, I will fave 
thee from afar, and thy feed from the land of their 
captivity^ and Jacob (ball return, and fhall be in reft 

11 and quiet, and none fhall make him afraid. For I 
am with thee, faith the Lord, to fave thee : though 
I make a full end of all nations whither I have fca- 
tered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee : 
but I will correft thee in meafure, and will not 

18 leave thee altogether unpunifhed.. — — * — Thus faith 
the Lord, behold, I will bring again the captivity 
of Jacob's tents, and have mercy upon his dwelling 
places : and the city (hall be built on her own 
heap, and the palace fhall remain after the manner 

19 thereof *. And out of them fhall proceed thankf- 
giving, and the voice of them that make merry : 
and I will multiply them, and they fhall not be ^ 
few ; I will alfo glorify them, and they (ball not be 

20 fmall. Their children alfo fhall be as aforetime, 
and their congregation fhall be eftablifhed before 
me, and I will punifh all that opprefs them. 

XXXII. 

Jer. xxxi. 4. Again I will build thee, and thou 
(halt be built, O virgin of Ifrael, thou (halt b^ a- 

♦ In Tindale^s trannation, *< And the houfes ihall have 
their right foundations." 

again 
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gain adorned with thy tablets, and fhalt go forth in 

5 the dances of them that make merry. Thou fhalt 
yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria, the 
the planters Ihall plant, and fhall eat them as Com- 

6 mon things. For there (hall be a day that the watch- 
men upon theMountEphraim fhall cry, Arife, ye, and 

7 let us go up tovZion, unto Jehovah our God. For 
thus faith the Lord, Sing with gladnefs for Jacob, 
and (bout among the chiefs of the nations : publifh 
ye, praife ye, and fay, O Lord, fave thy people, 

8 the remnant of Ifrael. Behold, I will bring them 
from the north country, and gather them from the 
coafis of the earth, and with them the blind and 
the lame, the woman with child, and her that tra- 
vaileth with child together, a great company fhall 

9 return thither. They fhall come with weeping, 
and with fupplications will I lead them*: I will 
caufe them to walk by the rivers of waters, in a 
ftrait way wherein they fhall not flumble : for I am 
a father to Ifrael, and Ephraim is my firft-born. 

ID Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and de- 
clare it in the ifles afar off, and fay. He that fcat- 
tered Ifrael will gather him, and keep him as a 

1 1 (hepherd does his flock. For the I^ord hath redeem-- 
ed Jacob, and ranfomed him from the hand of him 

12 that was flronger than he. Therefore they fhalL 
come and fmg in the height of Zion, and fhall flow 
together to the goodnefs of the Lord, for wheat, 
and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the 
flock, and of the herd : and their foul fhall be as a 
watered garden, and they fhall not forrow any more 
at all. 

. • How much better is TinJale'i tranflation ! " They de^ 
** parted from hence in heavinefs^ but with joy will I bring 
f^ them hither again.'' 

I . All 
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All theft Prophecies of Jeremiab dd plainly 
relate to a futurp Reftoration, for the following 
rcafons: i. Becaufe they fpeak of both Ephraim 
and Judab j , by the former of which, is always 
meant the ten tribes 5 and fometimes of thefc 
alone^ as diftinguilhed from Judab ^^ but thefe 
have never yet been reftored as a nation, although 
fome few of them might, perhaps, return along 
yrkh the Jews from Babylon. 2. Becaufe it is faid, 
chap, xxiii. 4. tbey Jhall fear no more^ nor le dif- 
mayedi and xxx. lo. Jacob Jhall return, andfliatt 
be in reft and peace, and none /hall make bim afraid \ 
and xxxi. 12. And tbey Jhall not forrow any more. 
All which Propfiefies are not true, if applied to 
the return from Babylon, even of Judab ; lefs fo of 
Epbraim, who never returned at all, as I above 
Qbferved. 

J B R. xxxi. 35. Thus faith the Lord, which 
giveth the fun for a light by day, and the ordinan- 
ces of the moon, and of the flars, for a light by 
night, which divideth the fea when the waves 

36 thereof roar ; the Lord of Hofts is his name. If 
thofe ordinances depart from before me, faith 
the Lord, then the feed of Ifrael fhall alfo ceafe 
:37 from being a nation before me for ever. Thus faith 
the Lord, If heaven above can be meafurcd, and 
the foundations of the earth fearched out beneath, I 
will alfo caft of all the feed of Ifrael, for all that they 

38 have done, faith the Lord. Behold, the days come, 
faith the. Lord, that the city (hall be built to the 
f^pfd, froo^ the |ower of Hanane^l,. xuxtfx the gate. 

of 
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39 of the corner. And the meafuring line fhall yet 
go forth over againft it, upon the hill Gareb, and 

40 fbaU compafs about to Goath. And the whole val- 
ley of the dead bodies, and of the afhea, and all the 
fields unto the brook of Kedron, unto the corner of 
the horfegate toward the eaft, fhall be holy unto the 
Lord, it ihall npt be plucked up^ nor thrown down 
any more for ever. 

Nothing can be more exprcfi than the 36th 
and 37th verfes^ againft the feed of IfraePs being 
caft off for all that they have done, or ceafing to 
be a nation for ever. And the lad words of the 
40th vcrfe render it very evident, that this Pro- 
phecy is not yet fulfilled ; nor can relate to the 
re-building, at the return from Babylon^ 

XXXIV. 

Jer. xxxiii. 7. I will caufe the captivity of Ju- 
dah and the captivity of Ifrael to return, and will 

9 build them as at the firft And it fhall be to 

me a name of joy, a praife, and an honour before 
all nations of the earth, which fhall hear all the 
good that I do unto them : and they fhaJI fear and 
tremble for all the goodne(s, and for all the profpe- 

10 rity that I procure unto it. Thus faith the Lord, 
Again there fhall be heard in this place, (which ye 
fay fhall be defolate without man and without 

. beafl, even in the cities of Judah, and in the flreets 
of Jerufalem, that are defolate without man, and 

11 without inhabitant, and without beaft) The voice 
of joy, and the voice 'of gladnefs, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice 
of them that fhall fay, Praife%the Lord of hofts, for 

the 
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th6 Lord is good, for his mercy endureth for ever, 
and of them that (hall bring the facrifice of praife 
into the houfe of the Lord ; for I will caufe to re- 
turn the captivity of the land, as at the firft, faith 
the Lord. 

-. Though many parts of this Prophecy may be 
applied to the return from Babylon^ yet the 7th 
verfe (hews it to be fpoken both of Judab and If- 
rael ; and the 9th proves it to relate to a future 
Reftoration, the Jews not having yet been a praife 
find honour before all nations. 

XXXV. 

J BR. ^txxiii. 23. Moreover the word of the Lord 
24 came to Jeremiah, faying, Confidereft thou not 
what this people have fpoken, faying. The two fa- 
milies which the Lord hath chofen, he hath even 
caft them oflF ! Thus have they defpifed my people, 
that they fhould be no more a nation before 
;Z5 them. Thus faith the Lord, If my covenant be not 
with day and night, and if I have not appointed the 
^b ordinances of heaven and earth : Then will I caft 
away the feed of Jacob, and David my fervant, fo 
that I will not take any of his feed to be rulers over 
the feed of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob : for I will 
caufe their captivity to return, and have mercy on 
them. 

XXXVL 

J E R. xlvi. 27. But fear not thou, O my fervant 

Jacob, and be not difmayed, O Ifrael 5 for behold, 

X will fave thee from afar off, and thy feed from the 

land of their captivity^ and Jacob iball return, and 

5 be 
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be in reft, and 'at eafe, and none ihall make him 
3t8 afraid. Fear thou not, O Jacpb my fcrvant, faith 
the Lord, for I am with thee, for I will make a 
full end of all the nations whither I have driven 
thee, but I will not make a full end of thee, but 
correft thee in meafure j yet will I not wholly leave 
thee unpuhilhed. 

Theie two laft Prophecies arc alone fufficient 
to confute the opinion of thofc who 'deny any 
future Rcftoration of IfraeL 

50flC)KX5flCX)XX5DCX)XX3XX»iXSKX«X)XX3KX)KXXO<)»< 

E Z EKIEL prophcfied in the land of the 
Ckald^ans^ about the year 595 before Cbrift, 

;xxxvii. 

E z E K. xvi. 53. When I (hsfll bring again their 
captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, 
and the captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then 
will I bring again the captivity of thy captives, in 
54 the midft of them. So that thou mayefb bear thine 
own fhame, and mzyeft be confounded in all that 
thou haft done, in that thou art a comfort unto 
. 55 them. When thy fifters, Sodom and her daughters 
fhall return to their former eftate, and Samaria apd 
her daughters (hall return to their former eftate, 
then thou and thy daughters (hall return to your 

59 fornier eftate *. For thqs faith the Lord God, I 

'»■'■■' ... .11. ,. I ■ I ...I.. ■ I I ■ , I, , . I I I 1 ^ 

f As for their cagtyvite, namely, the captyvite' of Sodom 
and her daughters ; the captyvite Qf Samaria and her daugh- 
ters : I wyll brynge them again, fo wyll I alfo bryngo agaijj 
thy captyvite amonge them. Tin dale. 

will 
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will eveil deal with thee as thou haft doiie *, which 
haft defpifed the oath in breaking the covenant* 

60 Neverthelefs, I will remember my covenant with 
thee in the days of thy youths and I will ftablifh 

61 unto thee an everlafting covenant. Then thou (halt 
remember thy ways and be afliamed, when thou (halt 
receive thy fifters, thine elder and thine younger : 
and I will give them unto thee for daughters but 

62 not by covenant f* And I will fiabliih my cove- 
nant with thee, and thou (halt know that I am the 

63 Lord, That thou mayeft remember, and be con- 
founded, and never open thy mouth any more be- 
caufe of thy (hame, wh^n I am pacified toward thee 
for all that thou haft done, faith the Lord God. 

Some may, perhaps, conclude, from vcr. $5* 
that there (hall be no return of Ifraelj becaufe ic 
is faid, they (hall not return to their former eftate 
.till Sodom and Samaria (hall return ; but from the 
following veries it plainly appears, that this is a 
wrong conclufion. For it is faid, ver. 60 and 61 « 
/ will remember my covenant with tbee^ &c. and tboU 
fiiaU remember thy ways^ &c. thou /halt receive thy 
JifterSy thine elder ^ and thy younger: and J will 
give them unto thee for daughters, &c. all which 
rather prove that Sodom and Samaria (hall be re-* 
ftored, than that Judab (hall not* 



* t Jhouldt (by ryght) dtaU with tbii as thou baft done. 
Tin DALE. Which tranflation is much more agreeable to what 
follows in the next verfe.* 

t And that befide thy covenant. Tindalb* 

E XXXVIIL 
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XXXVIII. 

EzEK. XX. 39. As for you, O houfe of Ifrael^. 
thus faith the Lord, Go ye, ferve ye every man hii 
idols, and hereafter alfo if ye will not hearken unto 
tne : but pollute ye my holy name no more with 

40 your gifts, and with your idols *• For in mine holy 
mountain, in the mountain of the height of Ifrael, 
faith the Lord God, there fliall all the houfe of If- 
rael, ^11 of them in the land ferve me \ there will I 
accept them, and there will I require your offer- 
ings, and the firft- fruits o^ your oblations, with all 

41 your holy things. I will accept you with your fweet 
favour, when I bring you out from the people, and 
gather you out of the countries wherein ye have 
been fcattercd, and I will be fandified in you be- 

42 fore the heathen. And ye (hall know that I am the 
Lord, when I fliall bring you into the land of If- 
rael, into the country for the which I lifted up mine 

43 hand to give it to your fathers. And there fliall ye 
remember your ways and all your doings wherein ye 
have been defiled, and ye fliall loath yourfelves in 
your own fight, for all your evils that ye have com- 

44 mitted. And ye fliall know that I am the Lord, 
when I have wrought with you for my name's fake, 
not according to your wicked ways, nor according 
to your corrupt doings, O ye houfe of Ifrael, faith 
the Lord God. 

The gathering out of the countries wherein 
they were fcattercd, ver. 41. cannot be applied to 

I 

♦ Go now then (fayeth the Lorde God) ye houfe of Ifrael, 
caft awaye and deftroye every man his idoles : then fhall ye 
heare me» and no more blafpheme my holie name ^with your 
oiFerings and your idoles. Ti m d a lb » 

the 
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the return from Babylon^ becaufe it is faid in the* 
preceding verfe, that all the houfe of Ifrael^ all of 
tbifn in the landfhallfcrve the Lordj and be accepted 
of him in the holy mountain^ whereas the two tribes 
only returned from that captivity. The two laft 
verfes alfo (hew that this Prophecy does not relate 
to the Babylonifh captivity : for fince the returrt 
from thence, Ifrael have not loathed themfelves 
for all the evils that they have committed ; neither 
has the Lord as yet wrought with them for his 
name's fake^ and not according to their wicked 
ways, £5?f4 

XXXlXi 

£zRK. xxviii. 25. Thus faitli the Lord God, 
When I ftall have gathered the houfe of Ifrael from 
the people among whom they are fcattered, and 
Ihall be fan£tified in* them in the fight of the hea^ 
then, theii fhall they dwell in their land, that I have 
ft6 given to my fervant Jacob. And they (hall dwell 
fafely therein, and (hall build houfes, and plant 
vineyards: yea, they (hall dwell with confidence, 
when I have executed judgments upon all thofe that 
defpife them round about them, and they (hall know 
that I am Jehovah their God« 

XL 

£ :£ B k. x^xiv. 25. And 1 will make with them 
H covenant of peace, and I will caufe the evil beaftd 
to ceafe out of the land : and thciy (hall dwell fafe- 
ft6 ly in the wildernefs, and (leep in the woods. And 
I will make th^m,* and the places round about my 
hill, a ble(fing i and I will caufe the (bower to come 
£ 2 down 
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down in his feafon ; there (hall be (howcrs of blef- 

27 fing. And the tree of the field fliall yield her fruit, 
and the earth (hall yield her increafe, and they (hall 
be fafe in their land, and (hall know that I am the 
Lord, when I have broken the bands of their yoke, 
and delivered them out of the hands of thofe that 

28 ferved themfelves of them. And they fliall no more 
be a prey to the heathen, neither fliall the beafts of 
the land devour them j but they fliall dwell fafely, 

29 and none fliall make them afraid. And I will raife, 
up for them a plant of renown, and they fliall be 
no more confumed with hunger in the land, neither 
bear the fliame of the heathen any more. 

The perfons with whom the covenant of peace 
mentioned in ver. 25. is to be made, arc they 
who are delcribed in the former part of the chap- 
ter, under the charaSer of flieep ; and thefe have 
been generally fuppofed to be the church j as it 
has hitherto fubfifted. But the circumftances 
mentioned in this Prophecy, and in that before 
it, will by no means admit of fuch allegorical in- 
terpretation. The If eing /caller ed, tht returning ia 
their own land^ the dwelling fafely^ &c. are circum- 
ftances not applicable to the Chriftian church, 
but very properly fo to the difperfed Ifraelites. 
And that the Prophecy cannot be applied to the 
return from any former captivity, is plain, from 
ver. 29. They fliall be n9 more confumed with hunger, 
neither bear the jbame of the heathen any more : .and 
alfo from the: 28th verfe. And they/hall no moreie 
d frey to the heathen. 

I now 
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I now come to the longeft and moft entire Pro- 
phecy in the whole Bible, concerning the future 
Reftoration of both Judab and Ifrael^ which is 
contained in the 36, 37th, 38th, and 39th chap- 
ters of Ezekiely and treats of that fubjeft only, 
without the intervention of any thing foreign to 
it J which is not the cafe of many others that are 
much (horter than this. 

XLI. 

£ z £ K. xxxvi. I. Alfo thou fon of man, pro- 

phefic unto the mountains of Ifrael, and fay, Ye 

mountains of Ifrael, hear the word of the Lord. 

a Thus faith the Lord God, Becaufe the enemy had 

faid againft you. Aha, even the ancient high places 

3 are ours in poffeflicn : Therefore prophefic, and 
fay. Thus faith the Lord Gpd, Becaufe they have 
made you defolate, and fwallowed you up on every 

. fide, that ye might be a pofleffion unto the refidue 
of the heathen, and ye are taken up in the h'ps of 

4 talkers, and are an infamy of the people : There- 
fore, ye mountains of Ifrael, hear the word of th« 
Lord God, Thus faith the Lord God to the moun- 

. tains and to the hills, to the rivers and to the val- 
leys, tp the defolate wafles, and to the cities that 
are forfaken, which became a prey and derifion to 
the refidue of the heathen that are round about : 

5 Therefore thus faith the Lord God, Surely in the 
£re of my jealoufie have I fpoken againft the refi- 
due of the heathen, and againft all Idumea, which 
have appointed my land into their pofTeffion, with 
the joy of all their heart, with defpiteful minds to 

6 caft it out for a prey. Prophefie therefore concern- 
ing the land of Ifrael, and fay unto the mountains 

£ 3 and 
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Rnd to the hills, to the rivers and to the valleys, 
thus faith the Lord God, Behold I have fpoken in 
my jealoufie, and in my fury, becaufe ye have born 

7 the Ih^me of the heathen. Therefore thus faith the 
ILiord God, I have lifted up mine hand. Surely the 
heathen that are about you, they (hall bear their 

8 (hame. But ye, O mountains of Ifrael, ye ihal| 
(hoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit to 

9 my people Ifrael, for they are at hand to come. For 
behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto you, 

JO and ye fhall be tilled and fown. And I will multi;- 
ply men upon you, all the houfe of Ifrael, even all 
of it, and the cities (hall be inhabited, apd the 

1 1 waftes (hall be bMilded. And I will multiply upon 
you man «nd beaft^ and they (hall increafe, and 
])ring fruit, and I will fettle you after your old 
eftates, and will do better unto you than at your 
^egipnjngs, and ye (hall know that I am the Lord. 

If.! Yea, I will caufe men to walk upon you, even my 
people Ifrael, and they fhall poffefs thee, and thou 
(halt be their inheritance, and thpu (halt no more 

i^ henceforth bereave them £/'wf^. Thps faith the Lord 
God> Becaufe they fay unto you, thou land devouteft 

J4 up men, and haft bereaved thy nations. Therefore 
thou (halt devour men no more, neither bereave thy 

15 nations any more, faith the Lord God. Neither will 
I caufe men to hear in thee the (hame of the heathen 
any more, neither (halt thou bear the reproach of 
the people any mo^e, neither (halt thou caufe thy 
yiations to fall any more ♦, faith the Lord God. 

That this p?irt of the Prophecy is not to be 
underftood allegorically, and applied to the Gen- 

f liox caft out thyne owne people any more. Tin dale. 

tllQ 
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tile churches, is plain, from the very exprefHons 
ufed. For the mountains^ billSy rivers^ and va/lfys 
of Ifrael^ the defolate wajies^ and the cities that are 
forfaken \ which became a prey and derijicn to the 
rejidue of the heathen that are round about^ chap. 
xxxxvi. 4. can never be fuppofed to be a defcrip- 
tion of the Gentile churches ; there not being the 
leaft propriety of cxprefTion in fuch allegory, if 
thus applied : but the defcription is exaftly true 
of the land of Ifrael^ taken in the literal fcnfe. 
If then it muft be taken in a literal fenfe, the 
next enquiry is, whether it be already fulfilled, 
or is yet future. That the Prophecy was not 
fulfilled by the return from Bahyldltj is evident 
from ver. lo. jind I will multiply men upon you (the 
mountains of Ifrael) all the houfe cf Ifrael^ even all 
of it. Now, allowing that a part of Ifrael return- 
ed with the children of fudah from the Babyknifh 
captivity, yet this Prophecy will not be fulfilled, 
which, agreeably to many others (fome of which 
I fhall prcfently mention) aflerts, that all the houfe 
of Ifrael^ even all of itj fhall return. Add to this, 
ver. II. I will fettle you after your old eliates^ and 
will do better unto you than at your beginnings *. 
When was this fulfilled ? At the deftruftion of 
Jerufalem by the Romans ? ov \n' any time fince 
that period ? No, furely, No one can pretend 
that this is yet fulfilled to the houfe of Ifrael^ and 

* Shew you more kindnefs than ever you had before. 

TlNDALE. 

E 4 , con- 
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iponfequcntly it myft be yet future^ This i$ ftill 
further confirmed by the 12th, 14th, and 15th 
yerfes, thou /halt no more bereave them of men j 
and, thou /halt devour men no more^ neither bereave 
fiy nations any more^ &c. all which will appear to 
the reader in a ftill ftronger light in the fequel of 
this Prophecy, to which I no\y rctprn. 

1 6 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto mc^ 

17 faying. Son of man, when the houfe of Ifrael 
dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their 
own way, and by their doings : their way was be- 
fore me as the uncleannefs of a removed woman » 

1 8 Wherefore I poured my fury upon 'them for the 
blood tha# they had (bed upon the land^ , and fop 

19 their idols wherewith they had polluted it. And I. 
fcattered them among the heathen, and they were 
difperfed through the countries : according to their 
way, and according to tbeir doings I judged them. 

%0 And when they entered unto the heathen — they 
[the heathen] profaned my holy name, when they 
faid to them, Thefe are the people of the Lord, and 

ai are gone forth out of his land*. But I had pity 
for my holy name, which the houfe of Ifrael ha4 
profaned [^r caufed to be profaned'] among the heathen 

25t whither they went +• Therefore fay unto the houfe 

'^ ' of 



* They^ in this verfe, means the heathen (and not ihe If- 
raslites, as fome fuppofe) who profaned the Lord's name by 
faying jeeringly or ironically, The/e are the people of the Lord 
(his favourites, &c.) attd yett they are gone forth out of his 
land, i. e. as much as to fay. He (the Lord)' is not able to 
keep them in their own land. 

f Some may think, from this verfe, that it vv^as Jfrael 

' ' ' ' that 



- , [ 57 ] 

ot Ifrael, thus faith the Lord God, I do not this for 
your fakes, O houfe of Ifrael, but for mine holy 
name's fake, which ye have profaned [or caufed U 
ii profaned] among the heathen whither ye went. 

23 And I will fan£lifie my great name which was pro- 
faned among the heathen, which ye have profaned 
[or caufid to be profaned] in the midft of them ; and 
the heathen fhall know that I am the Lord, faitl^ 
the Lord God, when I fhall be fanftified in you, 

24 before their eyes. For I will take you from among 
the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, 

^5 and will bring you. into your own land. Then will 
I fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fhall be 
clean : from all your filthinefs, and from all your 

26 idols will I cleanfe you. A new heart alfo will I 
give you, and a new fpirit will I put within you j 
and I will take away the flony heart out of your 

^7 flefh, and I will give you a heart of flefli. And I will 
put my fpirit within you, and caufe you to walk in 
my flatutes, and ye fhall keep my judgments, and 

a8 do them. And ye fhall dwell in the land that I 
gave to your fathers, and ye fhall be my people, and 

29 I will be your God. I will alfo fave you from all 
your uncleannefs, and I will call for the corn, and 

30 will increafc it, and lay no famine upon you. And 
I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increafe 
of the field, that ye fhall receive no more reproach' 

31 of famine among the heathen. Then fhall ye re- 
member your own evil ways, and your doings that 
were not good, and fhall loath yourfelves in your 
own fight, for your iniquities, and for your abomi- 



that was meant by tbey in the preceding ytrk^ who profan- 
ed, (ffr. But it is plain, that the profanation there men- 
tioned w^i the fpecch madp to, not bjft the IfragUtes. 

nations. 



[ 58 ] 

32 f^atioitls. Not for your fakes do I this, faith the Lord 
God, be it known unto you : be aihamed and con- 

33 founded for your own ways, O houfe of Ifrael. Thus 
faith the Lord God, In the day that I have cleanfed 
you from all your iniquities, I will alfo caufe you 
to dwell in the cities, and the waftes (hall be build- 

34 ed. And the defolate land fhall be tilled, whereas 

35 it lay defolate in the fight of all that pafled by. And 
they fhall fay,This land that was defolate is become 
like the garden of Eden -, and the wafte and defo- 
late and ruined cities are become fenced, and are 

36 inhabited^ Then the heathen that are left round 
about you, fhall know that I the Lord build the 
ruined places, and plant that that was defolate : I the 

37 Lord have (poken it, and I will do it. Thus faith 
the Lord God, I will yet for this be enc^uired of by 
the houfe of Ifrael to do it for them, I will increafe 

38 them with men like a flock. As the holy flock, as 
the flock of Jerufalem in her folemn feafts, fo fliall 
the wafte cities be filled with flocks of men> and 
they fhall know that I am the Lord. 

The Prophet having thus defcribcd the Reflo- 
ration of JuJab and Ifrael^ in words fo plain and 
dear, that none but a profefTcd commentator 
, i(one would think) could have poflibly miftaken 
'them, proceeds, in the next chapter, by a vifion 
of dry bones reviving, to fhew, that however un- 
promifing the flate of Ifrael might feem, when 
difperfed throughout all lands, yet that God would 
moft certainly effed the re-union of the tribes 
which he here foretold. 

Chap, xxxvii. i. The hand of the Lord was up- 
on me, and carried me out in the fpirit of the Lord, 

and 
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and fet me down in the midft of the valley which wat 

2 full of bones. And caused me to pafs by theiti 
round about, and behold, there were very many in 

3 the open valley, and lo they were very dry. And 
be faid unto me. Son of man, can thefe bones live i 
And I anfwered, O Lord God, thou knoweft. 

4 Again he faid unto me, Prophefie upon thefe bones, 
and fay unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word 

5 of the Lord. Thus faith the Lord God unto thefe 
bone^. Behold, I will caufe breath to enter into 

6 you, and ye jQiall live. And I will lay finews upon 
you, and will bring up flefh upon you, and cover 
you with fkin, and put breath in you ; and ye (ball 

7 know that I am the Lord. So I prophefied at I wat 
commanded ; and as I prophefied, there was a noife, 
and behold, a (baking, and the bones came toge- 

8 ther, bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, 
the finews and the flefh came upon them, and the 
fkin covered them above ; but there was no breath 

9 in them. Then faid he unto me, Prophefie unto 
the wind [or breath] and fay to the wind [or breath] 
thus faith the Lord God, Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe upon thefe flain, that they 

YO may live. So I prophefied as he commanded me, and 
the breath came into them, and they lived and flood 

1 1 upon their feet, an exceeding great army. Then 
he faid unto me, thefe bones are the whol£ houfe 
of Ifrael : behold, they fay, Our bones are dried, 
and our hope is lofl, we are cut off for our part*. 

12 Therefore, prophecy and fay unto them. Thus faith 
the Lord God, Behold, O my people, I will open 
your graves, and caufe you to come up out of youj: 

13 graves, and bring you into the land of Ifrael. And 
ye fhall know that I am the Lord, when I have 
opened your graves, O my people, aiid brought 

^4 you up out of your graves, And (hall put my fpirit 

in 
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in you, and yc Ihall live, and I fliall place you in 
your own land : then fliall ye know that I the Lord 
have fpolcen it, and performed it, faith the Lord. 

15 The word of the Lord came again unto me, faying, 

16 Moreover, thou fon of man, take thee one ftlck, 
and write upon it, For Judah^ and for the children 
of Ifrael his companions : then take another ftick, 
and write upon it. For Jofeph^ the Jiick of Epbraim^ 

17 and for all the houfe of Ifrael his companions. And 
join them one to another into one ftick, and 

18 they fliall become one in thine hand. And when the 
children of thy people fliall fpeak unto thee, faying^ 
Wilt thou not fliew us what thou meaneft by thefe ? 

19 Say unto them, Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, 
I will take the ftick of Jofeph which is in the hand 
of Ephraim, and the tribes of Ifrael his fellows, 
and will put them with him, even with the 
ftick of Judah, and make them one ftick, and they 

20 fliall be one ftick in my hand. And the fticks 
whereon thou writeft, fliall be in thine hand before 

ji their eyes. And fay unto them, Thus faith the 
Lord God, Behold, I will take the children of Ifrael 
from among the heathen whither they be gone, and 
will gather them on every fide^ and bring them into 

22 tKeir own land. And I will make them one nation 
jii the land upon the mountains of Ifrael, and one 
king fliall be king to them all: and they fliall no 
more be two nations, neither fliall they be divided 

23 into two kingdoms any more at all : Neither fliall 
they defile themfelves any more with their idols, 
nor with their deteftable things, nor with any of 
their tranfgreffions : but I will fave them out of all 
their dwelling-places, wherein they have fanned, 
and will cleanfe them : fo fliall they be my people,^ 

25 and I will be their God.-^And they fliall dwell iix 

the land that I have given unto Jacob my fervant, 

3 wherein 
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wherein your fathers have dwelt, and they {hall 
dwell therein, even they and their children, and 
their children's children for eoir^ and my Tervant 

26 David ftiall be their prince for ever. Moreover, I 
will make a covenant of peace with them, it (hall 
be an everlajling covenant with them, and I will 
place them, and multiply them, and will fet my 

ay fanftuary in the midft of them for evermore. My 
tabernacle alfo (hall be with them : yea, I will be 

28 their God, and they (ball be my people. And the 
heathen (hall know that I the Lord do fandify 
Ifrael, when my fan£luary (hall be in the midft of 
them for evermore. 

That this chapter is not to be taken in an alle- 
gorical fenfe, or applied to the Gentile churches, 
is evident from ver. 21 and 22. For how can 
the churches of the Gentiles or Chriftians in ge- 
neral, become one nation in the land upon the 
mountains oS Ifrael? Does not the ftick oijudab 
and the ftick of Jofeph^ &c. which are to become 
One, evidently mean the two kingdoms of Judab 
and Ifrael which had been divided ? Thcfe are 
the true and literal children of Ifrael^ which arc 
to be taken from among the heathen,- and not 
any allegorical offspring, as fome commentators 
fuppofe, in order to obfcure fome of the moft 
clear and plain paflTages of the fcripture Prophe- 
cies. If then a literal reftoration oi Ifrael be here 
intended, it is plain that the Prophecy is not yet 
fulfilled, from ver. 25. where it is faid, that after 
the Reftoration here fpoken of, they fhall dwell 
in the land of their forefathers, they and their cbil- 

drert, 
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Jbren^ and their cbildren^s children for ever. But this 
we cannot fuppofe to be verified by any former 
return, as they have fince been difperfed ftmong 
all nations. 

The Prophecy is therefore yet to be fulfilleid^ 
though not without fome powerful oppofition, 
which (hall be unfuccefsfully made againft ir, by 
fome great and populous nations in the latter 
days 5 which is the fubjeft of the two following 
LC.i*i^ chapters. 



:.n,.i/./. 



Chap, xxxviii. i. And the word of the Lord came 

2 unto me, faying. Son of man, fet thy face againft 
Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Me>* 

3 (hech and Tubal, and prophecy againft him ♦; And 
fay. Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, I am againfl 

thee, 

* The feveral nations who are here prophefied againft, 
are, according to the learned Mr. Joseph Med£, thefe that 
follow: 

* To Mejhecb we allot Cappadocia^ the inhabitants of which 
' were once called Mi/chiniy Mofcbi^ Mi^Jfyni^ and Mojyncecis 

* Now for Thuial; becaufe he is neighbour xoMeJbech^ we muft 

* allot that which lies on the fouth-eaft of the Euxine fea, 

* which contained the people called Albania CbaljbeSf and 

* Iberit who (Jofopbus faith) were anciently called TbobeH, 8cC, 

* And fo we come to Magog ; whom, with the confeot of alt 

* men, we place north of Tbubal^ and make him the father 

* of the Scytbiansj that dwelt on the eaft and north-eaft of 

* the Euxine fea : and befides, we have jthis argument from 
« the report of PUny^ in that SeytbopoUs and irterapelis, which: 
« thefe Scytbians took when they overcame Syria^ were ever 
« after, by the Syrianiy called Magog. And hence we may 

* foon learn who is that tyrant Gog^ whereof Ezekiel prophe*- 

' iied. 



[ 63 ] 

thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meihech and Tu- 

4 bal. And I will turn thee back, and put hooks in- 
to thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine 
army, horfes and horfemen, all of them cloathed 
with all forts of armour^ iven a great company, with 
bucklers and fliields, all 6f them handling fwords* 

5 Perfu, Ethiopia, and Libya with them > all of them 

6 with fhield and helmet : Gomer, and all his bands, 
the houfe of Togarmah of the north quarters, and 

7 all his bands, and many people with thee*. Be 

thou 



* fied, namely, the Scythian Ottoman of the eaft, l^c. This 

* is that Gog of the land of Magogs cbitf prince of Mejhecb and 

* ThuhaL As for the name Gog^ it figniiies the very fame with 
' Magog ; for Mem is but a Htemantick letter ; and it pleafed 
< the fpirit of God to take away this firft fyllable, to diftin- 
' guifh between the people and the land of the people, cal- 

* ing the people Gog^ and the land, the land oi Magog, And 
' it is to be marked, that he doth not call this Gog prince of 
« Magog, but rather Gog of the land of Magog (for fo X\l 

* JiUOn \f^j^ niay he termed) and c\k\t^ prince of Mijhech 

* and ThubaL For thofe who have done all this evil, were 

* no princes in the land of Magog, but meer vagabonds and 

* mercenaries, whom their country fpewed out, bccaufe they 
' could not live at home. And yet thefe favages, at their 

* firft coming out, made themfelves lords of Mejhtch and 

* Tbubal, of Cappadocia and Iberia ; and here they contained 

* themfelves long before they attempted the conqueft of the 

* reft of jifia : Witnefs thofe who write the hiftory of their 

* beginning! Mede, B. L Difc. L. 

* Perfa, Etbiopta, and Lybia are well-known countries. 
Comer, according to the abovementioned author, poiTeifed 
the parts of Jfa, which lie upon the JEgean fea and Htlltf 
pom northwaid. And this agrees well with Eztkiel, who 
terms Gomer and Togarmah inhabitants of the fides of the 

north 

3 
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thou prepared, and prepare for tfayfelf^ tfioii SLtii all 
thy company that are aflembled unto thee, and be^ 

8 thou a guard unto them. After nianfy days thou 
fhalt be vifited : in the -latter years thou (halt come 
into the land that is brought back from the fword^ 
and is gathered out of many people, againft the 
mountains of Krael, which have been ialways * wafte: 
but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they 

9 fhall dwell fafely all of them* Thou fhalt afcend 
and come like a florm, thou (halt be like a cloud to 
cover the land, thou and all thy bands, and many 

10 people with thee. Thus faith the Lord God, It 
fhall alfo come to pafs, that at the fame time (hall 
things come into thy mind, and thou (halt think an 

11 evil thought. And thou (halt fay, I will go up to 
the land of unwalled villages, I will go to them that 
are at reft, that dwell fafely, all of them dwelling 
without walls, and having neither bars nor gates ; 

12 To take a fpoil, and to take a prey, to turn thine: 
hand upon the defolate places, that are now inhabit- 
ed^ and upon the people that are gathered out of the 
nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that 

13 dwell in the midft of theiand. Sheba and Dedan^ 
and the merchants of Tar(hi(h, with all the young 

north pds( ^ro^Y^* ^^^ ^^ ^^ manifeil, that the Je^ws called 
the leder Afia the l^wth^ and the kings thereof in DameU the 
lings of the north* We may therefore aflign to thefe Gome-^ 
riansf all the north-eaH part of this JJia, containing Fhrygioi 
FontttSt Bythynia^ and a great part of Galatia. As to Togar-^ 
mahf the fon of Comer, the fame author afligns to him Phry- 
gia Major, and fome part of Caiatia, All which countries 
are now either in the poGeilton of, or tributary to, the Otfjo- 
man empire ; all which being confidered, we cannot be at a 
lofs to know who is meant by the Gog here fpoken of* 

• Or long waftc. Tind. 

lions 
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lions (hertof, fliall fay unto thee, Art thou come to 
take a fpoil ? haft thou gathered thy company to 
take a prey? to carry away iilvcr and gold, to take 

14 away cattle and goods, to take a great fpoil? There- 
fore, fon of man, prophecy, and fay unto Gog, , 
I'hus faith the Lord God, in that day when my 
pcopleof Ifracl dwelleth fafcly, Ihalt thou not know 

15 it? And thou ftialt come from thy place out of the 
north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all 
of them riding' upon horfcs, a great company, and 

16 a mighty army. And thou {halt come up againft 
my people of Ifrael, as a cloud to cover the landi it 
fliall be in the latter days^ and I will bring thee a- 
gainft my land, that the heathen may know me 
when I fliall be fandified in^thec, O Gog, before 

17 their eyes. Thus faith the Lord God, Art thou 
he, of whom I have fpoken in old lim^ by my fcr- 
vants the prophets of Ifrael, which prophefied in 
thofc days mcmy years, that I would bring thee 

18 againft them* ? And it fliall come to pufs at the 
fame time, when Gog fliall come againft the land 
of Ifrael, faith the Lord God, that my fury fijall 

19 come up in my face. For in my jealoufy, and, in 
the fire of my wrath have I fpoken : furcly in that 
day there fliall be a great fliaking in the land of Ifrael 

20 So that the fiflies of the fea, and the fowls of hea. 

* If it be aflced, by what Prophets, and where fuch an ene- 
my as Gog was prophefied of before Ezckiel ? I aufwcr. « i>y 

* Ifaiah xxvii, i. with the two laft verfes of the foregoing 

* chapter: by Jeremiah xxx. 23, 24: by Joel, chap. iii. i, 
« &c. by Micali, chap. v. 5, 6 9. 15. in all which places is 

* mention 0/ feme tcrnble enemy which fhould come again It 

* Ifrael at the time of their return, whom the Lord fiiDuld 
« deftroy with a hideous and dreadful llaughter.* Mede, 
B. IV. Epifl. XLI. 

F ven 
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vcn, and the beafts of the field, and all creeping 
things that creep upon the earth, and all the men 
•that are upon the face of the earth, fliall fhake at my 
prefence ; and the mountains fliall be thrown down, 
and the fteep places fliall fall^ and every wall fliall 

21 fall to the ground. And I will call for a fword 
againft him throughout all my mountains, faith the 
Lord God 5 every man's fword fliall be againft his 

22 brother. And I will plead againft him with pefti- 
lejice and with blood 5 and I will rain upon him, 
and upon his bands, arid upon the many people that 
are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hail- 

23 ftones, fire and brimftone. Thus will I magnify 
myfelf, and fanflify myfelf j and I will be known in 
the eyes of many nations, and they fliall know that 
I am the Lord. 

Chap, xxxix. i. Therefore, thou fon of man, pro- 
phecy againft Gog, and fay. Thus faith the Lord 
God, Behold I am againft thee, O Gog, the chief 

2 prince of Meftiech and Tubal. And I will turn 
thee back, and leave but the fixth part of thee *, and 
will caufe thee to come up from the north parts, and 

3 will bring thee upon the mountains of Ifrael. And 
I will fmite thy bow out of thy hand, and I will 
caufe thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. 

4 Thou fhalt fall upon the mountains of Ifrael, thoii^ 
and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: 
I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every 
fort, and to the beafts of the. field to be devoured. 

5 Thou flialt fall upon the open field, for I have fpo- 

6 ken it, faith the Lord God. And I will fend a fire 
upon Magog, and among them that dwell carelefly 



• In the margin, ** or ftrikc thee with fix plagues, or 
" draw thee back with a hook of fix teeth.'* 

in 
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.in the Ifles, and they (hall know that I am the Lord. 

^ So will I make my holy name known in the midft of 

my people IfracI, and I will not let them polute my 

holy name any more \ and the heathen (hall kno^ 

8 that I am the Lord, the holy One in Ifrael. Behold, 
it is come, and it is done, faith the Lord God: this 

9 is the day whereof I have fpoken. And they^ that 
dwell in the cities of Ifrael (hall go forth, and fhall 
fet on (ire, and burn the weapons, both the (hield^ 
and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the 
hand-ftaves, and the fpears, and they (hall burn them 

10 with fire feven years : So that they (hall take no 
wood out of the field, neither cut down any out 
of the forefts: for they (hall burn the weapons with 
fire, and they (hall fpoil thofe that fpoiled them, and 
rob thofe that robbed them, faith the Lord God* 

11 And it (hall come to pafs in that day, that I will give 
unto Gog a place there of graves in Ifrael, the val- 
ley of the paflengers on the eaft of the fea ; and it 
(hall ftop the nofes of the pafTengers : and there (liall 
they bury Gog, and all his multitude ; and they (hall 

12 call it the valley of Hamon-Gog. And feven 
months (hall the houfe of Ifrael be burying of them, 

13 that they may cleanfe the land* Yea, all the people 
• of the land fliall bury them ; and it (hall be to them 

a renown the day that I (hall be glorified, faith the 

14 Lord God. And they (hall fever out men of con- 
tinual employment, paffing through the land to 
bury with the paflengers thofe that remain upon 
the face of the earth, to cleanfe it: after the en»l of 

15 •feven months (hall they fearch*. And the paflcn- 
gers that pafs through the land, when any fecth a 



* From ende to ende (hall they feke, and that feven 
monethes longe. Tinoalb. 

F a man's 
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man's bone, then fliall he fet up a fign by it, ^till 

the buriers have buried it in the valley of Hamon- 

i6 Gog. And alfo the name of the city fiiajl be Ha- 

17 monah*: thus fhall they cleanfe the land. And 
thou fon of man, Thus faith the Lord God, Speak 
unto every feathered fow^l, and to every beaft of the 
field, afienible yourfelvcs, and come; gather your- 
felves on every fide to my facrifice f that I do facri- 
fice for you, even a great facrifice upon the moun- 
tains of Ifrael, that ye may eat flefh and drink blood. 

18 Ye fliall eat the flefii of the mighty, and drink the 
blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, 
and of goats, of bullocks, all of them failings of Ba- 

19 flian. And ye fliall eat till ye be full, and drink till 
ye be drunken, of my facrifice, which I have facri- 

20 ficed for you. Thus ye fliall be filled at my table 
with horfes and chariots J, with mighty men, and 

21 with all men of war, faith the Lord God. And I 
fet my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen 
Ihall fee my judgment that I have executed, and my' 

21 hand that 1 have laid upon them. So the houfe of 
Ifrael fliall know that I am the Lord their God from 

23 that day and forward. And the heathen fliall 
know that the houfe of Ifrael went into captivity for 
their ihiquity: becaufe they trefpafled againft me, 
therefore hid I my face from them, and gave them 
into the hand of their enemies ; fo fell they all by 

24 the fvvoid. According to their uncleannefs, and 
according to their tranfgrefiions have I done unto 



• That is, multitude, f Ox Jlaughter^ 

\ With horfes and llrong horfemen. Tin dale. This is 
certainly a better fenfe then that in our tranflation : iox cha- 
riots fcem not to be food for either birds or beads. Per- 
haps it ihould be rendered charioteers. 

them 
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25 them, and hid my face from them. Therefore, 
Thus faith the Lord God, now will I bring again 
the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the 
whole houfe of Ifrael, and will be jealous for my 

26 holy name. After they have borne their Ihamc, and 
all their trefpafies whereby they have trcfpailcd 
againft me, when they dwelt fafely in their land, 

27 and none made them afraid *. When I have 
brought them again from the people, and gathered 
them out of their enemies lands, and am fanclified 

28 in them in the fight of many nations ; Then fhall 
they know that I am the Lord their God which 
caufed them to be led into captivity among the hea- 
then : but 1 have gathered them unto their own 
land, and have left none of them any more there, 

29 Neither will I hide my face atiy more from them : for 
I have poured out my fpirit upon the houfe of Ifracl, 
faith the Lord God. 

This long and circumftantial prophecy con- 
tained in thcfe four chapters of Ezekiel, if there 
were no other in the whole fcripture relating to 
that fubjedt, would be fufficient to afccrtain the fu- 
ture reftoration of Judah and Ifrael. For, the 
prophecy here contained is either to be taken in 
an allegorical fenfc, and applied to the Gentile 
churches ; or it is already fulfilled in a literal 
fenfe, by fome paft reftoration ; or it is yet to be 
accompliihed by a future one. 



♦ All their confufion and cfFcncc they have done a^ninft 
ipe fhall be taken away : and fo fafcly (hal! they dwell in 
their lande, that no man (hall make them afrayed. Iind. 

F 3 but 



[ 70 ] 

But I have (hewn from the words of the pror 
phecy, that it cannot be taken in an allegorical 
fcnfe, nor is in a literal tenfe already fulfilled ; 
and therefore it remains yet to be accompliflied 
by a literal reftoration of the Jews and ten Tribes, 
which is what I have undertaken to prove. 

OBABIAH prophefied aboyt the year 587 
Ibcforc Chrift. 

XUI. 

Obad. 17. But upon mount Zion (hall be dpr 
liverance, and there (ball be bolinefs, and the boufe 

18 of Jacob fliall pofiefs their pofTefiions. And thQ 
houfo of J^cob fhall be a fire, and ths houfe of Jo- 

feph a flame, and the houfe of Efau for flubble; 
and they fhall kindle in them, and there fliall not be 
any remaining of the houfe of Efau, for the Lord 

19 hath fpoken it. And they of the fouth fliall pofiefs 
the mount of Efau ; and they of the plain, the Phi- 
liflines : and they fliall pofiefs the fields of Ephraim, 
and the fields of Samaria, and Benjamin fliall pofiefs 

20 Gilead*. And the captivity of this hoft of the 

♦ The playne feldes (hall Ephraim and Samaria pofiefs ; 
and the mountaynes of Galaad ftiall Benjamin have. Tin a. 

In the tranflation made in the time of queen Elizabeth, the 
verfe is thus tranflated. 

19 And they ftiall pofiefs the fouth fide of the mount of 
Efau, and the plain of the PJiiliilines : and they fliall pofiefs 
tbe fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria, and Benja- 
min fii^l have Gilead. 

' ' chil- 
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children of Ifrael fliall pofTefs that of the Ca- 
naanites, even unto Zarephath i and the captivity of 
Jerufalem, which is in Zepharad, (hall pofTefs the 
21 cities of the fouth. And Saviours fhall come upon 
mount Zion, to judge the mount of Efau, and the 
kingdom (hall be the Lord's. 

That this prophecy relates to the times after 
the future return of the Ifraelites^ appears from 
it's fpeaking of Epbraim's poffefTrng the land. 
Our tranflation indeed fays, (contrary to the con- 
text) that tbofe of the foutb fliall pojfefs the fields of 
Epbraim and Samaria\ whereas the very next verfc 
declares, that the captivity of Jerufalem (hallpolTcfs 
the cities of the fouth. 

The 19th verfe is, therefore, much better ren- 
dered in the old tranflation. 

DANIEL may be confidered in fome re- 
fpefts as the greateft of all the Prophets. For his 
Prophecies not only relate to the affairs of Judab 
and Ifrael^ but alfo to the feveral monarchies and 
kingdoms that (hould arife fucceffively in the 
world from his time to the confummation of all 
things. True it is, we have fome prediftions 
relating to thefe in many of the preceding and 
cotemporary Prophets •, but none of them can be 
compared with thofe clear and circumflantial 
1 Prophecies, concerning the future ftatc of the 
feveral empires and kingdoms of the world, which 
^rc delivered in this moft eminent prophet. If 
F 4 tny 
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my fubjed had been that of Prophecies in gemraij 
I fhould have found in them many remarkable 
prediftions to expatiate upon ; but as my defign 
is only to point out fuch Prophecies as have rela- 
tion to the future return of the Jews^ or events 
that fhall be cotemporary therevvith ; I fhall only 
feleft thofe paflages in him which relate to my 
fubjedl. And the firft of them is chap. vii. where^, 
after defcribing the four monarchies, the ten 
kingdoms which fliall arife out of the fourth mo- 
narchy, and that other which (hall arife after 
them, and fpeak great words againft the moft 
High, he adds, 

XLIII. 

Dan. vii. 26. But the judgment fliall fit, ancj 
they (liall take away his dominion, to confume and 
^7 deftroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and do^ 
nion, and the greatnefs of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, {hall be given to the people of the 
faints of the moll high, whofe kingdom is an ever» 
lading kingdom, and all dominions (hall ferve and 
obey him. 

Now the people of the faints of the moft high, in 
all the prophetic writings of the Old Teftament 
fignifies the people of i/?/2^/ ; and therefore it is 
here plainly foretold, that they (hall enjoy a king- 
dom and dominion under the Heaven^ i. e. upon 
earth, which (hall be an everlafting kingdom, or 
which; as it is explained chap. ii. 44. fhall never 
be deftroyed: and the^ kingdom fliall not be left to other 
people. The next palTage that relates to the rcfto- 

ration 
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ration of Ifrael, and the only one more that I 
fhall mention out of this Prophet, is, 

XLIV. 

DAN.««Hft. X. And at that time fhall Michael 
ftand up, the great Prince that ftandeth for the chilr^ 
dren of thy people, and there fhall be a time of troun 
ble, fuch as never was fmce there was a nation, even 
to that fame time : and at that time thy people (hall 
be delivered, &c. 

The time here fpokcn of is when the king of 
the north, mentioned ver. 40. of the preceding 
chapter, (hould come to bis endy and none Jhould 
kelp him. But this king of the north being 
(according to the moft judicious cxpofitprs f ) 
the Turkijh empire, it is evident that event 
here referred to is yet future; and that it re- 
lates to the Jews is plain from thefe words, at 
that time thy people /Iiall be delivered. For who can 
fuppofe that the words thy people^ i. e. the people of 
Daniel^ can fignify any other than the nation bf 
Ifrael or Judah. The Chriftian Church may, in- 
deed, with propriety enough, be called the People 
of the Lord, or of Chrift ; but cannot, in any fenfe, 
be called the people of Daniel, 



• See Mode, Book iii. chap. xvii. page 674. 
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HAGGAI prophefied to thofe that were re- 
turned from captivity about the year 520 before 
Chrift; and his principal defign feems to have 
been to encourage them in the building of the 
Temple. 

XLV. 

Hag. il. 6. Thus faith the Lord of Hofts, yet 

once, it is a litde while f , and I will fliake the 

heavens, and the earth, and the fea, and the dry 

,. 7 land : And I will {hake all nations, and the defire of 

all nations (hall come, and I will fill this houfe with 

8 glory, faith the Lord of Hofts. The filvcr is mjne^ 

9 and the gold is mine, faith the Lord of Hofts. Thd 
glory of this latter houfe fliall be greater than of 
the former t, faith the Lord of Hoft^: and in thi4 
place will I give peace, faith the Lord of Hofts* 

Almoft all commentators have applied thi$ 
Prophecy to the firft coming of Chrift; and 
think it fulfilled by his coming to that Temple 
which was' then building. But if we rightly con- 
fider the context^ we fhall fee that this is not the 
true meaning thereof. 

For it is faid, ver. ^^^^J^ I will Jhake heaven 
and earthy thefea^ and the dry land\ and I will Jhake 
all nations^ &c. All this, therefore, was to be 



f Or, it is a little thing, or a fmall matter to me. 
+ The glory of the laft houfe ihall be greater than th© 
fyrfte, &c. Tindale. Soalfo in (^Eli^i. tranflation. 

done 
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done at or before the- coming of the defire of all 
jiations. But were there any fuch (bakings or 
commotions among all nations at or before the 
firft coming of Chrift ? The deftrudbion of Jtru^ 
falem by the Romans was indeed a great (baking 
of the Jewifh people ; but not of all nations : 
neither can it be faid to be at or before the firft 
coming of Chrift. This (baking, therefore, muft 
relate to a future (baking that (ball precede the 
fecond coming of Chrift, when the glory of the 
future Temple of the reftored. JerufaUtn^ or (as it 
is rightly tranflated in Tiniak) the glory of the 
laji houfe (ball be greater than t\it firft ^. 

And that the Prophecy relates to this time is 
further evident from the 21ft, and following 
verfes, where the fame (baking is again men* 
tioned. Speak to Zerubbabel governour of Judab^ 
faying^ Twillfliake the heavens and the earthy and I 
will overthrow the throne of kingdoms^ and 1 will 
deftroy the ftrength of the kingdoms of the heathen^ 
and I will overthrow the chariots, and thofe that 
ride in them, and the horfes, and their riders Jhall 
come down, every one by the fword of his brother. In 
that day, faith the Lord of Hofts, I will take thee, O 
Zerubbabel myfervant, the f on of Shealtiel, faith the 
Lord, and will make thee as a Jignet : for I have 
chofen thee, faith the Lord of Hofts. 

* The latter and the former houfe^ as our tranflacion has 
it» feems to imply that there were to be but two Houfes or 
Temples ; that deflroyed by Nebuchadnesczar^ and that which 
they were then building : but xkit firft and laft houfe does not 
confine us to only thofe two Temples. 

3 It 
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-* It is plain from this paflage, that at this fliak- 
ing the Lord would deftroy the ftrength of the 
kingdoms of the heathen. ' But this was not done 
at- the deftrudion of JiYufakm\ neither can that 
day, when Jerufalem'Vf3i& -deftroy ed^ noK any day 
fince, be the time.'wheii the Lord (hould take 
Zer4ibkitel, and make hwnas a fignet; and there- 
fore this Prophecy muft relate to the time of the 
fecond coming of eh'rifb,and of the firft refur- 
redion, when Zerubhabel (hall, like Daniel^ be 
one of thofe who fhall fiand in his lot at the end 
cf the days tncntiontd Dan.xiu 13. 

-ZJEC/f^/J7^//alfo prophefied to thofe that 
were returned from captivity, at the ftme time 
yfiith Ha£gaiy or 520 years before Chirift. 

XLVI. 

Z E CH. ii. 4. Jerufalem fhall be inhabited as 
towns without walls, for the multitude of men and 

5 cattle therein. For I, faith the Lord, will be unto 
her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory 

6 in the midft of her. Ho, Ho, come forth, and flee 
from the land of the north, faith the Lord : for I 
have fpread you abroad as the four winds of the hea- 

7 ven, faith the Lord. Deliver thyfelf, O Zion, that 
S dwelleft with the daughter of Babylon. J^or thus 

faith the Lord of Hofts, After the glory * hath he 
fent me unto the nations which fpoiled you, for he 



With a glorious power. Ti n d a l 5 . 

that 



t n 1 

that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye. 

9 For behold, I will fhake my hand upon them, and 

they (hall be a fpoil to their fervants : and y.e (hall 

10 know that the Lord of hofts hath fent me. Sing 
and rejoice, O daughter of Zion : for lo, I come, 
and I will dwdl in the midft of thee, faith the Lord. 

1 1 And many nations {hall be joined unto the Lord in 
that day, and (hall be my people : and I will dwell 
in the midft of thee, and thou (halt know that the 

12 Lord of Hofts hath fent me unto thee. And the 
.Lord (hall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, 

and (hall choofe Jerufalem again. 

That the inhabiting of Jerufalem^ here fpoken 
of, does not relate to the return from the Babylo- 
ni/Ji captivity, appears from ver. 6. where they 
are faid to have been fcattered unto the four winds 
of the heavens •, an expre(rion which fignifics their 
being fcattered all the world over. Add to this, 
that they are faid to be fcattered by four horns, 
ver. 19. of the preceding chapter; by which 
horns are meant the four monarchies; and there- 
fore the return from this .fcattering could not 
happen till after they had been fcattered by all 
the four horns. It is alfo faid, ver. 9. that the 
nations which fpoiled them (hall be a fpoil to their 
fervants, or to them that ferved them. Bufthis 
has not yet happened :. none of thofe who fpoiled 
Ifrael have as yet become their flav^s. It is alio 
faid, that the Lord (hall inherit J«^j/&, bis portion 
in the holy land^ and (hall choofe Jerufalem again ; 
which has not yet been fulfilled fince the fcattcr- 
ing here mentioned. 

XLVIL 
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XLVII. 

Zbch. viii. 7. Thus faith the Lord of Hoftsf 
Behold I will fave my people from the caft and frqm 

8 the weft country. And I will bring them, and they 
(hall dwell in the midfl of Jerufalem ; and I will 

9 be their God, in truth and in righteoufnefs. Thus 
faith the Lord of Hofts, Let your hands be ftrong^ 
ye that hear in thefe days ♦ thefe words by the mouth 
of the Prophets, which were in the day that the foun- 
dation of.the houfe of the Lord of Hofts was latid, 

10 that the Temple might be built. For before thefe 
/days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for 
beafts, neither was there any peace to him that went 
out or came in, becaufe of the afHi<5lion : for I fet 

11 all men, every one againft his neighbour. But now 
I will not be unto the refidue of this people, as in 

12 the former days, faith the Lord of Hofts. For the 
feed fljall be profperous, the vine ftiall give her fruit, 
and the ground (hall give her increafe, and the hea^ 
yens ihall give their dew, and I will caufe the rem- 

13 nant of this people to pofTefs all thefe things. And 
it {hall come to pafs, that as ye were a curfe among 
the heathen, O houfe of Judah, and houfe of Ifrael; 
fo will I fave you, and ye ftiall be a blefling : fear 

14 not, but let your hands be ftrong. For th\is faith 



* Tieje days do not mean the days when this Prophec]^ was 
delivered; bat the days when the Lord fhall fave his people 
from the eaft and well comitries, &c. and it is thofe who 
(hall then hear the words of this Prophecy which was deli- 
vered in the day that the foundation of the Temple was laid, 
who are called upon here, to kt their hands be ftrong. For 
which reafon it would have been better tranflated thofe dOyu 
both hcre^and in the loth and 15th verfes, as it is in the 23d. 

the 
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the Lprd of Hofts^ As .1 thought to punifll you, 

when your fathers provoked me to wrath, faith the 

15 Lordof Hofts, and I repented not : So again have 

I thought in thrfe days, to do well unto Jerufalem, 

20 and to the houfe of Judah : fear ye not.-r-r-^Thus 
faith the Lord of Hofts, It (ball yet come to pafs^ 
that there (ball come people, and the inhabitants of 

21 many cities. And the inhabitants of one city (hall 
go to another, faying, Let us go fpeedily to pray be- 
fore the Lord, and to feek the Lord of Hofts: I wHl 

22 go alfo* Yea, many people and ftrong nations (ball 
come to feek the Lord of Hofts in Jerufalem, and to 

23 pray before the Lord, Thus faith the Lord of 
Hofts, In thofe days it ftiall come to pafs, that ten 
men (hall take hold out of all langiiages of the 
nations, even (ball take hold of the (kirt of him 
that is a Jew, faying. We will go with youi for 
we have heard that God is with you. 

That this Prophecy is not yet fulfilled is plain 
from the two laft verfes. 

For when did many people, and ftrong nations, 
come to feek the Lotd of Hofts in Jerufalem^ and 
to pray before the Lord ? Or when have the 
Jews been fo regarded, that men, out of all lan- 
guages of the nations, fhould be glad to take 
hold of the Ikirt of their garment ? or acknow- 
ledge that God is with them ? 

XLVIII. 

Zech. ix. 12. Turn ye to the ftrong hold, ye 

prifoners of hope, even to day do I declare that I 

13 will render double unto you. When I have bent 

Judah for me> filled the bow with Ephraim, and 

i:aifed 
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raifed up thy fonsj O Zion, againft thy fonSj O 
r ; . Gureece, and made tbee as a fword of a mighty man. 

14 And the Lord fhall be £pen over them, and his arrows 
fhall go forth as lightning: and the Lord God (hall 
blow the trumpet, and fhall go with whirlwinds of 

15 the fouth, Th'e Lord of Hofts (hall defend them, 
and they (hall devour, and fubdue with fling ftones, 
and they (hall drink," and make a noife as through 
wine, and they (hall be filled like bowls, and as the 

16 corners of the altar. And the Lord their God (hall 
iave them in that day, as the flock of his people ; for 
they (hall be as the ftones of a crown, lifted up as 
an enfign upon his land. 

XLIX. 

Zech. X. 6. And I will (Irengthen the houfc 

* of Judah, and I will fave the houfe of Jofeph, and I 

will bring them again to place them ; for I have 

mercy upon them : and they (hall be as though I 

had not caft them ofF: for I am the Lord their God, 

7 and will hear them. And they of Ephraim (hall be 
like a mighty man, and their heart (hall rejoice, as 
through wine : yea, their children (hall fee it, and 

8 be glad, their heart (hall rejoice in the Lord. I will 
hifs for them, and gather theiti, for I have redeemed 
them*: and they (hall increafe as they have in- 

9 creafcd. And I will fow them among the people, 
and they (hall remember me in far countries, and they 

10 (hall live with their children, and turn again. I 
will bring them again alfo out of the land of Egypt, 
and gather them out of Afl)Tia, and I will bring 
them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon, and 
place (hall not be found for themf. 

♦ I au/7/ redeem them. Tindale. 

f And they (hall want nothing. Tindalb. 

3 L. Zech. 



i 8i 3 



L. 

Zec H. xii. 1. Behold I will make Jerulalenl a 
cup of trembling unto all the people round about, 
when they (hall be in the fiege both againft Judah, 

3 and againft Jerufalem. And in that day will I make 
Jerufalem a burthenfome ftone for all people : all 
that burden thcmfelves with it, fhall be cut in pieces^ 
though all the people of the earth be gathered toge- 

4 ther againft it. In that day, faith the Lord, I will 
fmite every horfe with aftoniftimcnt, and his rider 
with madnefs, and I will open mine eyes upon the 
houfe of Judah, and will fmite every horfe of the 

5 people with blindnefs. And the governors of Judah 
(hall fay in their heart. The inhabitants of Jerufa- 
lem Jhall be my ftrength in the Lord of Hofts their 

6 God. In that day will I make the governors of Ju*^ 
dah like a hearth of fire among the wood, and like 
a torch of fire in a fheaf ; and they fhall devour all 
the people round about, on the right hand, and on 
the left: and Jerufalem ftiall bfe inhabited again, in 

7 her own place, even ih Jerufalem. The Lord a! for 
fhall faVre the tents of Judah firft, that the glory 
of the houfe of David, and the glory of the inhabi- 
tants of Jerufalem do not magnify themfclves againft 

8 Judah*. In that day fhall the Lord defend the inha- 
bitants of Jerufalem, and he that is feeble amongft 
them at that day fhall be as David ; and the houfe of 
David fhall be as God, as the angel of the Lord be- 

t ■! ■■Ill— Mi*— ^1— ii— — ^^^i^— ■! ■ — ^—W ^ 

# This obfcurc verfc is rendered more intelligible in Tin* 
dale^s vetfion. 

7 The Lorde fhall prefcrve the tentcs of Juda like as 
afore time : fo that the glorye of the houfe of David, and the 
glory of the citizens of Jerufalem (hall be but little regarded 
in comparifbn with the glory oijuda. 

G fore 
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9 /ore th^m. And it fhall come to pafs in that Jizff 
that I will feek to deftroy all the nations that come 
10 agaiqft Jerufalem, And I will pour upon the houfc 
of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem, 
the fpirit of grace and of fupplications, and they 
{hall look upon mg whom they have pierced, and 
they (hall mourn for him as one that mourneth for 
his only fon, and (hall be in bicternefs for him as one 
that is in bitternefs for his firft born. 

In the 2d vcrfc of this chapter it is faid, I will 
wake Jerufalem a cup of trembling •, by which it is 
not meant thzt Jerufalem fhould he 2l cup of trem- 
bling to berfelf as it is fuppofed in the contents 
prcfixt to the chapter j but as it is exprefled in 
the words following, a cup of trembling unto all the 
people round about ^ when they fhall be in the fiege 
both agaifift Judab and Jerufalem. That this'is the 
true fenfe is evident from the next verfc, where 
it is faid, Jerufalem fhall be a burtbenfom Jlone for 
all people I and that all that burden tbemf elves witb 
it fhall be cut in pieces^ though all the people of the 
earth be gathered together againji it : which laft fen- 
tence would have no fenfe if the deftruftion of 
Jerufalem was here intended. And this is farther 
confirmed by the 6th verfe : In that day I will 
make the governors of Judab like a hearth of fire 
among the wood^ and like a tqrcb of fire in a fhedf^ 
andTHZY fhall devour all the people round about^ on 
the right hand and on the left : and Jerufalem fhall 
3^ INHABITED again^ in her own place^ even in Je^ 
rufalem. Now the governors of Judab are not 
here reprcicntcd as the wood or the fheafy but as 

the 
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thc^^ and the torch that fhould devour all the 
people round about % and, confequently, they err 
greatly who apply this Prophecy to the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufakm by the Romans. And this wiU 
appear farther from the 9th verfc, And it /hall come 
to pafs in that day^ (the time here fpoken of from 
the beginning of the chapter) that I^will feek to 
dejiroy all the nations that come againji Jerufakm. 
Add to this, that in the fame day^ it is faid vcr. 6. 
And Jerufakm fhall he inhabited again in her own 
place^ even in Jerufakm. All which being confi- 
dered, it is certain that this Prophecy cannot re- 
late to the aforefaid deftru6tion of Jerufakm^ but 
is yet to be fulfilled. 

In ver. 10. inftead of me^ it ought to have been 
rendered him whom they have pierced: For this 
Appears very evidently to be the true reading from 
what follows ia the very fame verfe, and they fhall 
' mourn for him, &c. — andffiall be in bitternefs for 
him, &c. And what farther confirms this, or ra* 
ther puts it out of all difpute, is the quotation of 
it by St. John xix. 3,7. And again another Scrip- 
ture faith ^ they ffiall look on him whom they have 
pierced. From, the context in this Prophecy of 
Zechariah^ and alfo from its parallel, Rev. \. 7. 
And every eye fhall fee him^ they alfo which pierced 
limy &CC. it is evident this prediftion is to be ful- 
filled at the fecond coming of Chrift. 

LI. 

Zech. xiv. 10. All the land (hall be turned as 

a plain from Gcba to Rimmon, fouth of Jerufa- 

G ^ lem; 
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}em: it fhall be lifted up, and inhabited in her 
place : from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the 
firft gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower 

II of Hananeel, unto the king's wine preffes. And 
men fhall dwell in it, and there fhall be no more 
utter deftruQion : but Jerufi^lem.fliall be fafely in- 

}6 habited. And it ihall come to pafs, that every one 
that is left of all the nations which came againft 
Jerufalem^ fhall even go up from year to year, to 
worfhip the King, the Lord of Hofls, and to k?ep 

17 the feaft of Tabernacles. And it fhall be, that who 
fo will not come up, of all the families of the earth 
unto Jerufalem, to worfhip the King, the Lord of 

xS Hofls, even upon them fhall be no rain. And if the 

^ family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have 

no rain, there fhall be the plague wherewith the 

Lord will fmite the heathen that come not up to 

19 keep the feafl of Tabernacles. This fhall be the 
punifhment of Egypt, and of all nations, that come 
not up to keep the feaft of Tabernacles. 

From the nth verfe it appears, that the inha- 
biting of Jerufalem here fpokcn of is yet future ; 
becaufe it is faid, there fhall be no more dcflruc- 
tion of it. 

The reafon why the Feafl of Tabernacles is fa 
often here mentioned as a feaft ta be kept after 
the return oi IfraeU and that feaft only, fcems to 
me to be> becaufe, as that feaft was in memory of 
the children's of TJ^^^/. dwelling in tents or taber- 
nacles in the* wildernefs ; fo they may, perhapsy 
upon their return, keep a feaft in memory of 
their long abode in captivity, far from their own 
houfes or cities, which may be figuratively called 

dwelling 
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<!lwelfing in tents or tabernacles, and in the wil- 
dernefs* For the ends of all thefe fealls among the 
Ifraelites were (as the judicious Mr, il^^^^obferves) 
partly for remembrance of things paft,and partly 
for types and figures of things to come. 
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MALACHI is allowed by all to be the laft 
of die Jewifli prophets \ but at what time he pro- 
phecied is uncertain. The mod probable opi- 
nion, is, that it was about 397 years before 
Chrift. 

LII. 

Malachi iii. i. Behold I will fend my mef- 
fenger, and he ihall prepare the way before me: 
and the Lord whom ye feek, fliall . fuddenly come 
to his temple : even the meflenger of the covenant 

2 whom ye delight in.-^But who may abide the day 
of his coming ? and who fhall ftand when he ap- 
peareth ? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like ful* 

'3 lers foap. And he fhall fit as a refiner and purifier 

. 6f filver : and he fhall purify the fons of Levi, and 
purge them as gold and filver, that they may offer 

4 unto the Lord an offering in righteoufnefs. Then 
fhkll the offering of Judah and Jerufalem be plea- 
fant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 
1.1 former years. And I will rebuke the devourer for 
your fakes, and he fhall not dcflroy the fruits of 
your ground, neither fhall your vine cafl her fruit 
before the time in the field, faith the Lord of hofls. 
12 And all nations fhall call you blefi!ed : for ye fhall 
be a delightfome land, faith the Lord of hods. 

G 3 Chap. 
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Chap. iv. I. For behold the day cometh that 
ihall burn as an oven, and all the proud, yea, an4 
all that do wickedly Ihall be ftubble, and the day 
that cometh (hall burn them up, faith the Lord of 
Hofts, that it *(hall leave them neither root noF 

^ branch. But unto you that fear my name, (hall 
the fpn of righteoufnefs arife with healing in his 
wings ; and ye fhall go forth and * grow up a$ 

3 calves of the ftall. And ye Ihall tread down the 
wicked ; for they (hall be afhes under the fotes of 
your feet, in the day that I fhall do (his, faith the 

5 Lord of IJofts.T-Behpld I will fend you Elijah the 
prophet, before the ooming of the great and dread- 

6 ful day of the Lord. And he (hall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, left I come a^id fmite the 
earth with a curfe. • 

MaL ill. I. is quoted, MatL xu iQ. AJark i. 2^ 
zndLukevW. ly. in all which quotations it is. 
Behold I fend my mejfengers hefore thy face wkicb 
fhall prepare thy way before thee. Our prefent 
reading in Malacbi, or that of the Eyangelifts, 
therefore muft be a falfe on?. But it is highly 
improbable that all thefe Evangelifts fliould makib 
the fame, miftake, and if not, they certainly co- 
pied from more authentic iand genuine copies qf 
the Old Teftament, than any which we can^pre- 
terid to. For which reafon (I think) we m^y 
fafely affirm^ the New-Teftament reading to be 
the true one. 

• OrmultiDly. - , 
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It is faid alfo, Luke i. y6. And thou child /halt 
h called the Prophet of the Higheji^ for thou /halt 
go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways^ 
&c. And again, Luke i. 16. And many of the 
children of Ifrael /hall he turn to the Lord their 
God\ and he /hall go before him in the fpirit and 
power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children^ and the difobedient to the wifdom of the 
ju/iy to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 

Here the words, to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the. children^ ktm to be quoted from Mai. iv. 6. 
The 5th verfe of Malachi iv. Behold I will fend 
you Elijah the Prophet^ before the great and terrible 
day of the Lord^ moft probably relates to the fame 
perfon, as appears from Matt. xvii. 10 — 13. And 
bis difcipks afkedhim^ faying^ Why then fay thefcribes 
that Elias mu/i fir/i come ? And Jefus dnfwered and 
faid unto them^ Elias truly /hall fir/l come^ and re/lore 
all things: But I /ay unto you^ that Elias is come al- 
ready ^ and they knew him not^ but have done unto 
him whatfoever they li/led: likewife fliall alfo the f on 
of manfuffer of them. Then the difcipks under/iood 
that he /pake unto them of John the Bapti/i. Agree- 
able to which are alfo the words of our Lord, 
Matt. xi. 14. And if ye will receive it y this is Elias 
which was to come. And yet John Baptift, when 
' the Jews fent priefts and Levites to alk him who 
he was, denies himfelf to he , Elias j John i: 21. 
And they afked him^ What then ? Art thou Elias ? 
And he faith J lam not. 

How to reconcile thefe words of John the 
Paptift with thofe of our Saviour would have ♦ 
G 4 bceq 
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been attended with fome difficulty, had not St. 
iMke explained it, ch. i. 17. where the angel de- 
clares, th^t be {John the Baptift) Jfhall go before 
him in the ffirit and power (/Elias : from whence 
it appears that the Elias whom pur Saviour af- 
ferts to be already come, was not Elias who lived 
in the days of the kings of Ifrael^ but one who 
was to come in the fpirit and power of that pro- 
phet ; and that our Lord did not mean that John 
wa3 the ancient Elias^ but only a Bgurative one, 
fepms probable from the words, and if ye will 
receive it ; i. e. if you rightly comprehend my 
fne^njng, and take it not too literally. Whei^ 
tl^erefore John denies himfelf to be Elias^ his 
pieaning is, that he was not the ancient Elias 
rifen from the dead, (as the Jews feemed to fup- 
pofe him, and which opinion fome of them af- 
terwards entertained concerning our Saviour) and 
not to deny that he was the perfon who was to 
come in the fpirit and power (jf Elias, to turn the, 
hearts of the fathers to the children^ &c. prophe- 
cied of MaU iv. 6. and there called Elijah the. 
Prophet \ upon which account probably it is, 
that our Saviour here gives him the title of 
Elias. 

From all which it appears thdXjohn Baptift wa3 
the Elias that was to come, and that he was al- 
ready come, our Lord pofitively , affcrts. But 
jiow then are we to underftand the immediately 
preceding words of our Saviour, Elias truly shalj^ 
come and reflore all things ? Can the fame coming 
|)p both paft and future ? No furely. How then 
\^' ■'*■■/■•' ^ ■■ is 
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is this difEculty to be ckared up ? Why very ea- 
fily. Our Lord here fpcaks of two different 
.comings of Elias. That this is no feigned by* 
pothefis in order to get rid of a difficulty, .but a- 
greeable to all the ancient prophecies, will ap* 
pear by confidering them mart attentively- 

The meffcnger who was to prepare tie ^u^y^ &c, 
and whom Chrift himfclf declares to be John the 
Baptift, Alatt. xi. 10 *, was immediately to pre- 
cede the fudJen coming of the Lord, \then h^ 
was to be Itke a refiner's fire, &c. fo that it was 
a queftion who fliould be able to abide the day 
of his coming. Now that this could not he tb6 
firfl: coming of Chrift which is here fpokeh of is 
plain, for that was neither fudden, nor unexpeft- 
ed, there being at that time among the Jews 4 
general expedation of him. Neither was that 
his coming, with any fuch terror as is here de- 
fcribed, but, on the contrary, with fuch meek- 
ncfs as is foretold by Ifaiab xWi. 3. Abruifedreed 
/hall he not break : and the fmoakingflax Jhall he 
not quench. But this defcription anfwers exaftly 
tQ the account we have in fcripture of the fecond 



* This charader is alio what John takes to himfelf in 
his anfwer to the JVw/, John i. 23. He /aid, I am the vokt 
of one crying in the njniUeme/s, ' Make firaight the ov^y of the 
Lofd, asfaidthe Prophet Esaias ; which prophecy is in the 
3d verfe of the 40th chapter of I/aiah, and rel&tes to that 
preparation He is to make for the fecond coming of the 
Lord, of which this chapter is evidently a defcription ; and 
of the future happy ftate of Jeru/alemt as appears frOm the 
firft and fecond yerfes. 

coming 
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coming of Chrift, which is 'to be not only fud- 
dcn and unexpcdtcdi but alfo full of terror, and 
to be a day of deftruftion to ungodly men, ias 
might be proved by very numerous paflages of 
Tcripture. It is laid, MaL iv* 5. Behold I will 
fend you Elijah ibe Prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord\ which day is 
by fome fuppofed to be the time of the dcftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem. But whoever will obferve the 
verfe following, which defcribes the eflFeds of 
Elijab^s coming, will be foon convinced that this 
dreadful day was not that of the deftrudtion of 
Jerufalem ; for it is.faid. He (Elijah) Jball turn the 
heart of the fathers to the children^ and the heart 
ef the children to the fathers j leaft I came andfmite 
the earth with a curfe. Now it does not appear 
that any fuch great reformation, or turning of 
the hearts of the children to their fathers, ^c. was 
cffeded by St. John the Baptift, as to hinder the 
land from being fmitten with a curfe foon after. 
Befides, this dreadful day, of the Lord is plainly 
the fame mentioned in the firft verfe of the chap* 
ter : Behold the day comet b which fhall bum Uke an 
even^ and all the proudy yea^ and all tJ^at do wick- 
edly ^ fhall be JlubbUy iicc.and it fhall leave them 
neither root nor branch. 3. And ye fhall tread down 
the wicked y for they fhall be ajhes under the files of 
your feet y in the day that I fhall do tbiSy faith the 
Lord of Hofts \ which words are not applicable to 
the dcftruftion of Jerufalem^ which neither de- 
ftroycd all the proud, nor all that did wickedly 5 

pcithcf 
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neither were they trodden down by the people of 
God, nor were as afhes under their feet. 

Since then thefe prophecies do not appear to 
have been fulfilled as yet, with regard to many 
of the moft material circumftances, by Elias^ 
whom our Lord declares to be already come, it 
follows, that there is a fecond coming of. Elias 
yet future, according to our Saviour*s prediftion : 
Elias SHALL truly firft come and reftore all things ♦ ; 
which prediction could not poflibly relate to the 



* • yhefe words our Saviour fpakc when Jebn Baptifl 

* was now beheaded, and yet fpake as of a thing future, 
' {A^OKttJA^fiffU 'oivld) Elias Jball come^ and/bull nftore ait 

* tifin^f. How can this be fpoken of Joifn Baptift, ynlcfs 

* he be to coQie again ? Befides, I cannot fee how this re^ 

* fioring of all things can be verified of the miniftry of John 

* Baptift at the Jtrjl coming of Qbriji^ which continued but a 

* very (hort time, and did no fuch thing as thefe words feeni 

* to imply ; for the reftoring of all things belongs not to the 
< firft y but to t\it fecond coming ofChriftt if we will believe 

* St. Peter in his firft fermon in the temple after Chrift*s 

* afcenfion, jSis iii. 19, &c. where he thus fpeaks unto 

* the Jews : Repent (faitk he) and he con'verted^ for the blotting 

* out of your fins f that the times of refrejbing may come from the 

* frefence of the Lord^ and that he may fend Jefus Cbrifi^ «wbicb 

* before *was preached unto you ; 'whom the heavens muft receive 

* until the times of the reftitution of all things^ nuhich God hath 

* fpoken by the mouths of all his holy Prophet: fince the world 

* began. The word is the fame ATOKetjet^tiffiaK tavJw. If 

* the time of refioring all things be not till iht fecond coming 

* of Chrifti how could John Baptift reftore all things at his 

* firft ? If the Miafter came not to reftore all things till then, 

* furely his harbinger,, who is to prepare his way for reftor^ 

* ing all things^ is not to be looked fof till then/— — /kT^^^, ' 
PookL Difc. 25. 

coming 
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coming of Elias that was then paft, becaufc John 
Baptift was fo hs from rcftoring all things, that the 
all things here meant, i. e. all things relating to the 
Jcwifh ftate, were a little while after wholly de- 
ftroydd. If any one thinks that the reftoring of 
all things has no relation to the Jewifh ftate, I 
defire him to point out any other fenfe in which 
John did rcftore all things. The prophecies 
therefore which I have quoted from Malachi con- 
cerning the mcfleliger, or Elias^ there promifed, 
principally relate to the fecond coming of Elias , 
which is to precede the fecond coming of Chrift, 
and the reftoration of Ifrael^ which latter is here 
meant by reftmng all things *. At this time it is 
that be Jhdl turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children^ and the difobedient to the wifdom of the 
juft, to make ready a people prepared for the Lordf. 

Thus 



• Accordingly the fon oCjSiracbs Ecclaf. xliii. lo. fays of 
£/fiU,that hfe was ordaine d to turn the heart of the father 
unto the font and to reftore the tribes of Jacob. 

* f For the phrafe o£ turning (or, as I had^ rather tranflate 

* it, reftoring^ as the LXX, ctTOKolA^nffu) the heart of the 

* fathers to the children^ and the heart of the children to the fa* 

* thers I the meaning is, that this Elias fhould brbg the re- 

* fradlory and unbelieving poftcrity of xhtje'wijb nadon to 

* have the fame heart and mind that their holy fathers and 
< progenibrs had, who feared God and believed his pro- 

* mifes, that fo the fathers might as it were rejoice in them, 

* and own them for their children ; that is, he ihould con- 

* vert them to the faith of that Chriji whom their fathers 

* hoped in and looked for, left continuing obftinate in their 
« unbelief till the great day of Chriji' s fecond coming, they 
*' might perifh among the reft of the enemies of his kingdom. 

* For 
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Thus have I endeavoured to fhow that what 
I have here coUcftcd from Mahfbi is not (45 
Pl^ny at firft fight m^^y perhaps thinH it) foreign 
to my fubjeft, but really relates to the reftorftr 
tion of Ifrael^ which is what I have undert^lfcn 
to prove. 

Having thus coUefted the moft material prp» 
phecies in thofe books which are caUed caaonioal, 
I might very well here finifh my collection v but 
as there are fome. very remarkable predi6kions in 
fome of the apocryphal books, which fev^nU 
learned and judicious authors hold for genuipe^ 
important, and infpired writings, I iball ther^jfore 
proceed to colled fuch of them as relate to my 
fubjedt, leaving every one at liberty to pay that 
degree of regard to them that his opinion (^ the 
books themfelyes (hall direft him to. 



■^■* 



< For the better nnderftanding this we muft know, that 

* the old Prophets for the moft part fpake of the amifig 

* of CM^ indefinitely and in general, without the diftin^ion 

* offirfi and /econd coming, which we have more clearly 

* learned in the gofpel. For this reaton the Prophets (ex- 

* cept Daniel, who diftinguilheth thofe comings, and thegoA 

* pel out of him) fpeak of the things which ihould be at 

* the coming of C/^/)? indefinitely and all together, whick 
' we, who are now more fully informed by the revelation of 

* the gofpel of this diftindlion of a tnuofoU coming, muft ap- 

* ply each of them to its proper time ; thofe things which 

* befit the ftate of his /r/^ coming unto it, and fuch things 
' as befit the ftate of his fecond coming unto his fecond ; 

* and that which befits both alike (as this of 9l harbinger or 

r mejfenger) may be applied to both.' Mede, Book I. Dif- 

courfe 25. 

The 
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The firft paffage which I (hall quote is in the 
fecond book of Efdras^ which in the vulgate i* 
ftiled the fourth book of Efdras. The fuppofed 
author is acknowledged, both by Jews and 
Cbriftians^ to have been a great Prophet, and fomc 
part of his works are admitted by our church in- 
to the canon of fcripture. For what reafons the 
other parts of them have been fct afide I (hall 
not take upon me to determine, but (hall only 
obferve in the words of the very learned arid 
pious Dr, Lee^ ' that in this book are many beau- 
^tiful paflagcs, which feem not inferior to any 

* parts of the undoubted <:anonical fcripture : 

* that fome of the beauties of this piece arc 

* truly rayiftiing, and feem to be more than ar* 

* tificial : that nothing can be finer than fome of 

* the aptitudes, or more fublime than fonie of 
^ the ideas.— That it is certain fome chapters have 

* a lofty prophetic charafter, fuch as is hardly 

* exceeded by any of the undoubted Prophets/ 
Let me add, that this book of the Prophet Ef- 
dras was tranflated, among the other facred books 
of the Jews^ by the feptuagint interpreters, in 
the days of Ptolemy Lagus^ and Ptolemy Philadel- 
pbus \ that there was fuch a greek vcrfion of this 
book made before the times of Chriftianity, tho' 
now loft, is very plain, by the exprefs mention 
of it in the 85th apoftolical canon, and that 
under the very name of tht fecond book of Efdras "^-^ 

by" 

• The 85 th apoftolical canon made before the firft centuiy 
was expired^ A. D. 86. in all its copies mentions two books 

of- 
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by the citations of Irenaus and Clemens Alexandria 
nus ; by the old itatick or vulgate vcrfion made 
from i\it feptuagint ftill extant in the Latin bibles, 
from which our Englijh verfion was made ; and 



of E/dras as canonical, which in thofe days muft mean thofe 
two which we now call apocryphal ; the book of Nebemiab 
not being till long afterwards called the fecond book of Ef" 
dras. Two books of E/dras are alfo mentioned in Origin^B 
catalogue, according to Eu/diuSf Hift. EccL vi. 25. and ia 
Synoffis S. fcriptura apud op. Athanajii^ torn. ii. p. 124 — 202. 
where the firft words of each are fet down, the firft begin- 
ning with — And Jofias held the pajfv\ier\ and the fecond 
with — And in the Jirjt year ^ Cyrus. Two books of E/dras 
are likewife fet down in Atbana/tus*% Fejtal Epifile^ and in 
the catalogues of Cyril of Jeru/akm^ the 30th canon of the 
council of Laodicea, in the. catalogues of Amphilochius, Epi" 
fhaniust Rufinus^ Auguftine^ and Pope Innocent*^ epilUe to the 
council of Carthage. The Vatican copy has the book of 
Nebemtasy beAdes twO books of E/dras^ and fo hat the Ahx* 
andrtan manufcript. Even Jerom acknowledges that both 
the Greek verfion, and the Latin made from the Greeks had 
two books befide that in the Hebre*w under the name of ^ 
drasy which he calls the dreams of the third and fourth apocfy^ 
phal books 0/ Efdras, and which he does not deny might be 
fupported by the authority of the feptuagint interpreters. 
But notwithftanding this he rejedb them, becaufe the Jensjs of 
his days did not inferc them into their twenty-four facred 
books. It is very probable however that the Jensjs in the 
fecond century made that epitome of the true E/rab which 
we now call the canonical, and which in the Roman edition 
and the Alexandrian manufcript, is a main part of the fecond 
book of Efdrasy on purpofe that it might pafs for the real 
fecond book of E/dras ; to get rid of which they were vtr^ 
folicitous, becaufe it too plainly proved Jefus to be the 
• MiffMb. 

and 
3 
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from a citation hy St. Ambrofe *. But what is of 
^luch greater confequence than all this, the main 
contents, notions, and language of this book are 
frequently alluded to, if not direftly cited by 
Jesus Christ himfelf, as Dr. Lee hath largely 
ijiewed ; and that as true, certain, and of divine 
infpiration. A few of the moft remarkable paf- 
iages fhall be here fet down in parallel columns, 
for the reader's immediate fetisfaftion, who for 
the reft" is referred to Dr. Lee\ more compleat 
colkiStion. 

•^— — ^ 1 r n n. I I I i t M >■« ' i I— — — — — ^a.> 

• The words of Irenaust though not a diredk citation, yet 
fteiti to prove that the fecond book of Efilras was extant iir 
his tnnj9. They are as follows : * Ih the captivity of the 

• people under Nebuehadnezxart when the fcriptures had 

• b^j^n (corrupted, (or deftroyed) and when the T^w/ after 

• fevonty years were returned back to their own country j 

• afterwjajrd, in the days of Artaxerxes^ king of the ^erftans^ 

• God. infpired E/dras^ the prieil of the tribe of Le<vi^ to fet 

• in ord^r.aU the words of the former Prophets, and to re^ 

• ftoreth^ legiflation oi Mb/es to the people; which fads 

• are no where elfe recorded in Scripture but in the 14th 

• chapter of the fecond book of EfdrasJ* 

Clmsm AUMandnnusy bejQdes aiferting the fame thing with 
Iretueuty cites part of the 35th vcrfe of the 5th chapter : < Or 
Huhy iA)as not w^ mothers ivcmh my grave y that I mi^ht not fee 
the tr-afvel of- Jacob, and. the ^uoearijome toil of thejiockof Ifrael ? 
faith ^r^ii the ProfAet.' Strom, i. p. 329, 330, and 342. 
Strom> iii« p^ 468. 

St. Ambrofe\ words are : Ftfr, fays God, by Efdrasy nty 
JbnjESVS, fiaU be revealed^ with thofe that fhall rejoice iviih 
kimj^whpreiruun ivjthin ^00 years ; and it fhall he that after 
ihefeyiar^^ my fin Chr-IST fhall die^ and the ixjorld fball be 
turned\ &c. which tho' it differs fomewhat from what we 
find in the 7th chapter, is plainly a quotation, and probably 
a tfjuer reading than ours. 

3 ;. E»DRAS#^ 
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I gathered you 
ether as a nen 



to- 
gether as a Ken ga- 
thereth her chickens 
under her wines : but 
now, what ihall I do 
unto you ? I will caft 
you out from my face. 
Chap, u 30. 

I fent unto you my 
fervants the rrophcts 
whom ye have taken 
and flaini and torn 
their bodies in pieces, 
whofe blood I will re- 

^uire at your hands, 
;ith the Lord. ver. 32. 



Thus faith the Al- 
mighty Lord, Your 
houfe is defolate. ver. 

33- . 
Give thefe the e- 

verlafiing tabernacles. 

Chap. ii. II. 

Pray for few days 

unto you, that they 

may be fhortened^ ver. 



Jesus Chris-t^ 

How often would I have ga-* 
thered thy children together^ 
even as a hen gathereth hef 
chickens under her wings, and 
ye would not.— —Ye (hall not 
tee me henceforth till ye fhatl 
fay, BleiTed, &c^ Matt, xxiii. 
37— 39* Luh xiii. 34. 

Behold, I fend unto you Pro- 
phets and fome of them 

ye (hall kill and crucify. Matt. 
xxiii. 34. 

Therefore alfo faid the wif- 
dom of God, I will fend them 
Prophets and Apoftles, and 
fome of them they (hall flay 
and perfecute, that the blood 
of all the Prophets, from the 
foundation of the world, may 
be required of this generation. 

Lukt xi. 49. That upon 

them may come all the righ- 
teous blood, &c. Matt, xxiii. 

35. O Jerufalem, Jerufa- 

lem, thou that killeft the Pro- 
phets, and (loned them that 
are fent unto thee. ver. 37. 

Behold your houfe is left un- 
to you defolate. Matt, xxiii. 
38. Luke xiii. 35. 

That they may receive you 
into everlafting tabernacles. 
Luke xvi. 9. 

Except thofe days be fliort- 
ned, there (hall no fle(h be 
faved 5 but for the elefls fake 
they (hall be (hortned. Matt. 
xxiv. 22. Mark xiii. 2C< 



I mufl obfcrve here, that what Christ fays, 
Luke xi. 49. Therefore alfo faid the wifdom of God^ 
&:c. fccms to ioiply^ that what he there quoted 

H ^of 
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or alluded to, was delivered by fomc Prophet by 
infpiration of God, and if fo, Efdras muft be 
here intended. What time Efdras lived is not 
cjertain ; but if we are to judge of it from the 
chronological charaders in this book, it muft be 
in the reign of Artaxerxes Mnemonj about .390 
years before Chrift, that he faw the vifiops writ^ 
ten in this book. Out of thefe I have felefted 
only that dcfcribed in the 13 th chapter 5 not be- 
caufe I think he has nothing elfe relating to the 
fame fubjcd, but becaufe it contains fome cir- 
cumftances which are perhaps no where elfe to 
be met with relating to the ten tribes of Ifraet. 
I (hall for brevity fake omit the vifion itfelf, and 
only fet down the angel's interpretation of it. 

LIII. 

EsDRAs xiii. 25. This is the meaning of the 
vifion : Whereas thou faweft a man coming up from 

26 the midft of the fea, The fame is he whom God 
the higheft hath kept a great feafon, which by his 
own felf (hall deliver his creature ; and he (hall or- 

27 der them that are left behind. And whereas thou 
faweft that out of his mouth there came as ^ blaft 

28 of wind, and fire and ftorm ; And that he held nei- 
ther Ayord nor any inftrument of war, but that the 
ru(hing in of him deftroyed the whole multitude 
that came to fubdue him ; this is the interpretation : 

29 Behold the days will come, when the Moft High 
will begin to deliver them that are upon the earth. 

30 And he (ball come to the aftoni(hment of them that 

31 dwell on the earth. And one (hall undertake to 
fight againft another, one city againft another, one 
place againft another, one people againft another, 

A and. 
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21 and one realm againft another. And the time (hall 
be when thefe things fhall come to pafs, and the 
figns (hall happen which I (hewed thee before^ 
and then (hall my fon be declared, whom thou 

33 faweft as a man afcending. And when all the 
people hear his voice, every man (hall in their own 
land leave the battle they have one againft another^ 

34 And an innumerable multitude (hall be gathered 
together, as thou faweft them willing to come, 

35 and to overcome him by fighting. But he (hall 

36 ftand upon the top of the mount Sion. And Sion 
(hall come, and (hall be (hewed to all men, being 
prepared and builded like as thou faweft the hill 

37 graved without hands. And this my fon (hall re« 
buke the wicked inventions of thofe nations, which 
for^their wicked life are fallen into the tempeftj 

38 And (hall lay before them their evil thoughts, and 
the torments wherewith they (hall begin to be 
tormented, which are like unto a flame ; and he 
(hall deftroy them without labour by the law which 

39 is like unto fire. And whereas thou faweft that he 
gathered another peaceable multitude unto him : 

40 Thofe are the ten tribes which were carried away 
prifoners out of their own land, in the time of Ofea 
the king, whom Salmanazar the king of Aflfyria led 
away captive, and he carried them over the waters 

41 and fo came they into another land. But they took 
counfel among themfelves that they would leave 
the multitude of the heathen, and go forth into a 

42 further country where never mankind dwelt : That 
they might there keep their ftatutes, which they 

43 never kept in their Own land. And they entered into 

44 Euf)hrates by the narrow pafTagcs of the river. For 
the Moft High then (hewed figns for them, and held 

45 ftill the flood till they were paflTed over. For through 
that country there was a great way to go ; namely, 
«f a year and a half; and the fame region is called 

H % Arfareth 
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46 Arfarcth (or Ararath). Then dwelt they there un- 
til the latter time ; and now when they fhall begirt 

47 to come. The Higheft (ball ftay the fprings of the 
ftream again, that they may go through : therefore 

48 faweft thou the multitude with peace. But thofc. 
that are left behind of thy people are they that are 

49 found within my borders. Now when he deftroy- 
eth the multitude of the nations that are gathered 
together, he fhall defend his people that remain, 

50 And then fliall he (hew them great wonders* 

51 Then faid I, O Lord, that bcareft rule, fhew me 
this : wherefore have I feen the man coming up 

52 from the midftof the fea i And he faid unto me, like 
as thou caxlft neither feek out nor know the thing9 
which are in the deep of the fea, even fo can no 
man upon the earth fee my fon, or thofe that be 

53 with him, but in the day time *. This is the in- 
terpretation of the drelim which thou faweft, and 
whereby thou only art here lightned. 

The account we here have of the removal of 
the ten tribes out of the Medo-Ferfian empire in- 
to, a country uninhabited till that time, is ^o far 
ftom being an argument againft the genuinenefs 
of this book, that it is rather a ftrong argument 
for it. For it is evident, and confeflcd by all, 
that thefe ten tribes were carried thither by the 
JJJyrians, PuU Tiglatb-Pul-Jfur, and Salman- Jf- 
far. They were there till the death of Tobias^ 
junidf, who was one of them, when Nineveh was 
deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar and 4ftyages i yet it 



♦ In Q^EIizahth^s tranflation. But in the time of that day 9 
which gives an eafy and intelligible ienie ; whereas our tran^ 
fiation is umntelligible* ' - 

.is. 
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is evident, that when Zerdujht^ the great legifla- 
tor of the Medes and PerfianSj fet up his religion 
oi Abraham in that empire, which was about the 
middle of the reign of Artaxerxes Mnemon^ there 
appeared no Jews there, as we may eafily obferve 
through the whole hiftory of Dr. Hyde * ; and 
that neither their brethren, the Jews^ of the two 
tribes in Judea^ nor thofe in Babylon^ ha^^e ever 
fince been able to give us any good account of 
them, or have indeed at all known where they 
are, to thh very day; What is the natural con- 
fequence of all this ? but that about the very time 
here fpecified, thefe ten tribes really removed 
themfelves unto fome unknown part of the world, 
as we |are here particularly informed. Accord- 
ingly we find an account in PlutarcV^ life of this 
Arlaxerxes Mnemon^ that in the ?ift year of his 
reign, there were a people called Caduftans^ or /i4. %Jju^ 
holy people^ (which was the common name for the i.^.c.f^ 
Jews there in thofe days) fituate on the north- ' 
weft parts of Media, near the beginning of the 
Euphrates, whither the account fuppofcs the ten 
tribes to have bent their courfe. We alfo find 
thefe CadufianSy or holy people, when • purfued or 
attacked by the Perjians, efcaping thofe Per/tans 
under the conduft of two kings, or leaders, as 
their forefathers had efcaped the Egyptians under 
the condudt of Mofes and Aaron \ and probably 
not without fome fu;ch Jigns or wonderful v;orks 
as Mofes and Aar.on of old wrought, and of which 
■ I \ 

* Hyde de relig* *vet. Per/l 
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our accounts here make mention ; though the 
Per/tans endeavour to palliate the matter, by a- 
'fcribing their own deliverance to a ftratagcm of 
one Tiribazus^ while they confefs that othcrwife 
their army had been deftroyed by thefe Caduftans^ 
We may alfo take notice that yet of thefe Cadu-^ 
fians we hear nothing till this time, and \iiZX,Strab$ 
calls them foreigners that came thither from elfe* 
where -, and laftly we may remark, that fince Ar- 
iaxerxes thought fit to bring no fewer than 3 10,000. 
men into the field againft thefe Cadufiatu^ as Plur . 
tarcb witnefleSjit looks much more like an attempt 
to rcjcover thefe intire ten tribes of Ifrael^ who 
had long been his fubje&s, his flaves, and his 
captives, but were now departed out of his do- 
minions, (like PbaraoFs attempt in Egypt) than 
• to reduce only fcattered mountaineers who were 

in rebellion againft him, as Plutarch fuppofes^ 
Nor can this grand problem, what became of thefe 
ten tribes in this very reign, be folved to the leaft 
degree of fatisfadion, but by taking the direft 
account that is here given by Efdras for a faith- 
ful account, and by fuppofing this book of his 
to be true and genuine at the fame time. 

The next Prophecy, and the only one more 
that I fhall lay before the reader out of the y^- 
Cfypha, Ihall be that of TopiT, who was of the 
tribe of Nephthali, and was led captive in the 
time of Salmanazar^ Jking of Jffyria,, yzi years 
before Chrift, and 133 years* before the deftruc- 
tiqn of Jerufaleni by Nebuchadnezzar. The tran- 
jQation in the feco^d column is frpm the Hebrem 

y-^ i^'^4 '^X*<* f^/vi^ C^MaA^ Aif^ ^/t^^^^'J tf. h.-^kA*x^ K^f- "io 
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copy, not that of Munfter^ which is a falfc and 
mixed coUeftion from the Greek and Latin ver- 
fions, but the ancient and moft corred Conftanti- 
nopolitan Hebrew copy publilhed by Pauks FcbiuSy 
and (as it appears from a Cbaldee original, from 
whence both our editions were derived^ faithfully 
fet down by the hand of a certain Jew well {killed 
in that dialeft. Whoever has a mind to fee 
the Hebrew text itfelf, may confult the learned 
and judicious Mr, Mede^s Propbetica Tobice Mori^ 
hundi^ which is in his third book, p^ 579. from 
whence this and his annotations arc here tranflated 
into En^li/h, 

LIV, 

ToniT xiv. 3, And it came to pafs when he (To- 
bit) was very aged, he called his fon (Tobias) and 
the fix fons of his fon, and faid to hrni : 

Conflantinopolitan Copy, 

My fon, thou knoweft 
that I am grown old, taice 
care therefore after my 
death not to flay longer ir^ 
Ninivc, for you may be 
weJl afTured that the pro- 
phecy of the Prophet Jo- 
nas (hall be fuelled. 

Wherefore take thy fons 
and all that thou had, and 
go into the land of the 
Medcs, for there fhall be 
peace until the time ap* 
pointed ; for the reft qf the 
Ifraclites, our brethren who 
ai-e in Jerufalem, fhatl all 
gointocaptivity(/7),andJe- 
rufalcm fhall becomeheaps, 
and the mountain of the 
H 4 be 



My fon, tajce thy chil- 
dren, for behold I am aged, 
and am ready to depart o^t 
of this life. 



4. Go into Media, my 
fon, for I furcly believe 
thofe things which Jonas 
the Prophet fpoke of Ni- 
nive, that it fhall he over- 
thrown, and that for a time 
peace (hall rather be in 
Media, and that our bre- 
thren fhall be fcattered in 
the earth from that gpod 
land, and Jerufalem ihall 
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be defolate, and the houfe 
of God in it (hall be burn-' 
ed, and ihall be defolate 
for a time. 

6. And that again God 
will have mercy on them, 
and bring them again into 
the land, where they fhall 
build a temple, but not like 
unto the firft, until the 
time of that age be fulfil- 
led ; and afterward they 
(hall return from all places 
of their captivity, and build 
up Jerufalem glorioufly ; 
and the houfe of God (hall 
be built in it forever, with 
a glorious building, as the 
Prophets have fpoken there- 
of. 



6. And all nations fhall 
turn and fear the Lord 
God truly, and ihall bury 
their idol3» 



7. So (hall all nations 
praife the Lord, and his 
people ihall confefs God, 
and the Lord ihall exalt 
his people; and all thofe 
which love the Lord God 
in truth and juftice, ihall 
rejoice, ihewing mercy to 
our brethren. 



houfe as the hbh places, 
of the foreft, and it ihall 
remain defolate for fome 
time* 

But then the children of 
Ifra'el ihall return and re- 
build both it and the tern* 
pie, but not like unto the 
former building ; and they 
ihall remain there' many 
days {b)j until a feries of 
ages be fulfilled (f) j then 
agaih they ihall go into a 
very long captivity : but 
the holy . and bleffed God 
ihall remember them, and 
ihall gather them from 
the four quarters of the 
world. Then ihall Jeru- 
falem, the holy city, be 
rebuilt with moil beautiful 
and excellent buildings, and 
alfothe temple itfelf ihall 
be raifed up a moft excel- 
lent ftrufture, which ihall 
never be deftroyed or pul- 
led down for ever, as the 
Prophets have foretold. 

Then ihall thofe nations 
be converted, and worlhip 
the Lord, and ihall throw 
away their idols, and ihall 
confefs and praife his great 
name. 

And the horn of his peo- 
ple ihall be exalted before 
all nations, and all the 
feed of Ifrael ihall praife 
and glorifv his great name. 
Then ihall all his fervants 
rejoice who ferve him in 
truth, and all who live 
righteoufly and pioufly fliall 
rejoice and be exceeding 
glad. 

Anno- 
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Annotations on the Prophscy. 

(a) For in thcfe very words did Micah prophecy in 
the beginning of Hezekiah's reign, about which time 
Tobit was carried into captivity. See Micah iii* 1 2. 
ftnd Jer. xxvi. i8, 

(b) In Greek %oi vKnpi^^S^i xtf/po/ th «ei«Fo<, i. e. 
ibmc impleantwr tempeftates feculi ; which words are moft 
ftrangely rendered in our tranflation, as you may fee, 

(c) Thefc words, (then again they Jhallgo into a very 
long captivity) either by chance or defign, are omitted 
in the Greek verfion ; but the omiffion is too manifcft ; 
/or by reafon of it, \he following fcntence does not at 
all agree with what went before, here being mention 
made of a return and reftoration from fome captivity 
different from the former, of which neverthelefs there 
is no mention before. Read it, and you muft al« 
low it. 

But I fufpe<S that this paflage was ftruck out on pur- 
pofe, becaufe it feemed to make for the opinion of the 
Chiliads, by declaring, that thofe things which are 
fpoken by the Prophets concerning the glorious reflx)ra- 
tioh of Jcrufalem, and the then future convcrfion of 
the nations, would not be compleated before the laft 
return of the Jews. Wherefore Jerom, for the fame 
reafon, not only omitted this, but alfo two other para- 
graphs in this place, in order that what followed con^^' 
cerning the converfion of the natk)ns unto the Lord 
might be fulfilled by the calling of , them at that time. 
But with what exadnefs Jerom has acquitted himfelf 
in that verfion of his, and what credit is to be given 
him, the reader may eafily judge by the preface which 
he himfelf has prefixed to the yeifion: Becaufe [hys 

he; 
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he] the dhaUa language is near akin to the HebreWy IfinA^ 
i^g ^ perfon who fpoke both languages with elegance^ bejiowed 
one whole day^s labour upon it ; and having fent for a writer^ 
turned into Latin whatever he dictated to me in the Hebrew 
tongue. 

I T may perhaps feerp ftrange to fome, that^ 
among all the Prophets of the Old Teftament, I 
fliQuld have taken no notice of the Royal Pro- 
pKet D/fr/D 

Now, my not quoting any thing from him as 
yet, does not proceed from my not ranking him 
among the Prophets, nor from my thinking that 
none of his prophecies have any relation to my 
fubjeft, but the true reafon is this : The Pfalms 
are now generally fo underftood, as if muc^ the 
greater part of them were applicable only to 
David himfelf, he being confidered as the fpeaker 
in them. Whatever reader therefore is not yet 
fatisfied from other more clear and intelligible 
prophecies, of the truth of that reftoration I con- 
tend for, is not likely to adniit, that the prophe- 
cies produced from him have any relation to \u 
Becaufe the Pfalms being a poetical work, are, 
upon that account, more obfcure and difficult to 
be underftood, than moft of the other books of 
the Old Teftament ; and efpecially to thofe who, 
through the prejudice abovementioned, fuppbfe 
them moftly to relate to .the perfon of David. 
I^owever, for the fatisfaftion of thofe who are 
irt fome meafur? convinced by the other prophe- 
cies, I (hall here mention fome of the ptediftions 
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in the Book of Pfalms^ referring them for' the refl^r 
to the Pfalms, 'whofe numbers I have here fet 
down. 

Psalm Ixviii. 22. The Lord hath faid, I will 
bring my people again as I did fromBafan; mine 
own will I bring again as I did fometime from the 
deep Of the fea. 

Psalm Ixix. 36, 37. God will fave Sion and build 
the cities of Juda, that men may dwell there, and 
have it in pofTeffioa. The pofterity alfo of his fcr- 
vants.ihall inherit it, and they that love his name 
(hall dwell therein* 

Psalm cii, 13—22. Thou (halt arife and have 
mercy upon Sion : for it i$ time that thou have 
mercy upon her ; yea the time is come. And why ? 
thy fervants think upon her ftones, and it pitieth 
them to fee her in the duft. The heathen ihall fear 
thy name, 0*Lord, and all the kings of the earth 
thy Majefty. When the Lord fhall build up Sion 
and when his ^lory (hall appear ; when he turneth 
him unto the prayer of the poor and deftitute, and 
defpifeth not their defire. This (hall be written for 
thofe that come after, and the people which (hall 
be born fhall praife the Lord. For he hath looked 
down from his fanftuary. Out of the heaven did the 
Lord behold the earth, that he might hear the 
mournings of fuch as are in captivity, and deliver 
the children appointed unto death ; that they may 
declare the name of the Lord in Sion, and his wor- 
fhip at Jerufalem; when the people are gathered 
together, and the kingdoms alfo, to ferve the Lord. 

Thefc prediftions evidently relate to the retura . 
of Ifraeh 8ind the reftoration of Jerufalem ; but 

bcfidesk 
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befidcs thefc, there are eigbty pfalms at leaft, which 
cither wholly, or in part, confift of prophetic 
praifes or prayers offered to God by the Mefliah, 
relating to the milennial kingdom which he ftiall 
enter upon at his fecond coming, and the de- 
ftruftion of his enemies at the battle of Jrma- 
geddon which is to precede it. The numbers of 
the pfalms are thefe that follow : Pfalm ii. ix, x. 
xi. xiv. XV. xviii. xix, xx. xxi, xxiv. xxix. xxxiii. 
xxxiv. xxxv. xlv. xlvi. xlvii, xlviii. 1. liii, lix. Ixiv 
— ^Ixx. Ixxii, Ixxvi, Ixxvii. Ixxix. Ixxx. Ixxxii. 
Ixxxiii. Ixxxv. Ixxxvii. Ixxxix. xciii. xcv — c. cii— 
cvii. cxi — cxviii. cxx — cxxxiv. cxxxviii. cxlv. 
cxlvi. cxlvii. cxlviii. cxlix, cl. 

The learned Dr. Alix^ A. D. 1701, publifhed 
the Book of Pfalms, with an excellent preface, 
to (how.th^t thefe pfalms related not to the days 
of David J but to the days of the Mefliah, and 
to the feveral ftates of the Jews and Cbriftians^ 
from the time of the Mefliah, to the end of the 
world. The Jews before and in bur Saviour's 
time, Chrift himfelf and his Apoflrles, and the 
moft primitive Cbrijlians^ ^pply the generality of 
thefe pfalms to the days and circumfl:ances of the 
Mejftab. Nor indeed are there above 18 or 19 
of the 150 that can, with propriety, be applied 
to David himfelf, viz. xxx. xxxii. xxxviii. xxxix, 
xlii. xliii. li, lii. liv. Iv. Ivi. Ix. Ixiii. Ixxxiv. part 
of cviii; cxl. cxli, and perhaps xc, and cxliv. all 
the reft relating to the Mefliah, either with re- 
gard to his ftate of humiliation at his firft com- 
ing, or of his exaltation at his fecond ; except- 
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ing feme lairicntations of adiftrcflcd Ifraelite fitted 
to the time of their prefcnt captivity, and ge- 
nerally cxprcffing their hopes of a deliverance. 

HAVING now laid before the reader the moft 
material, though not all the Prophecies of the 
Old Testament, which relate to the rcftora- 
tion of the Ifraelites^ I (hall proceed to examine 
thofe of the New. And here we muft not ex- 
pedt to find fo great a number of Prophecies re- 
lating to this matter, as in the Old Teftament ; 
for, as the Old-Teftament Prophets had fpoken 
fo largely concerning the ftate of the Jews^ and 
foretold what (hould befal them even in the laft 
times, fo the New-Teftament Prophets have con- 
fined themfelves principally for their prediftions 
to what relates to the ftate of the Chriftian church. 
However, they have not left us wholly deftitute 
of prediftipns relative to the Jews. Our Lord's 
prophecies concerning the deftruftion of Jerufa- 
lemy and the difperfion of the Jews, muft con- 
vince every one of the truth of this : I fhall 
therefore content myfelf with laying before the 
reader what prediftions of his, relating to the 
future rcftoration of the JewSj are to be found in 
the New Teftament. 

LV. 

Matt. xxiv. 29. Immediately after the tribulation 
of thofe days, fhall the fun be darkened, and the 
moon (hall not give her light, and the ftars (hall fall 
from heaven, and the pov^ers of the heavens (hall 

be 
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30 ht (haken. And then fball appear the fign of the 
Son of Man in heaven, and then fhall the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they (hall fee the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and 

31 great glory. And he (hall fend his angels with a 
great found of a trumpet, and they fhall gather to- 
gether his eleft from the four winds, from one end 

34 of heaven to the other.— Verily I fay .unto you, 
this generation fhall not pafs away, till all thefe 
things be fulfilled. 

See alfo the parallels, Mart xiii. 24, &c. LuJte xxi. 
25, &c. 

Commentators have greatly difTered in their 
explications of this 24th chapter of St. Matthew ^ 
fomc thinking, that all the things h^re foretold 
received their accomplifhment at the deftruftion 
of Jerufakmy whilft others, with more reafon, 
fuppofe the former part of the chapter to relate 
to that event, and the following part to what 
ihould" happen afterward, and to include the day 
of judgment, or fecond coming of Chrift. In 
order to the right underftanding of it, we muft 
obferve, that as Jefus went out from, the temple^ his 
^^ifciples came to' him for to fhew him the buildings of 
the temple 5 and Jefus faid unto them^ See ye not all 
thefe things ? Verily I fay unto you^ ^here fhall not 
he left here one fione upon another^ that fhal¥ not he 
thrown down. And as he fat on the Mount of, Olives^ 
the difciples came unto him privately^ f^yipg^ ?<?// us 
when fliall thefe things be? and what fhall be the 
fig'^ ^f ^h ^omingy and of the end of the world ? 
Our Lord anfwers their laft queflion firfl, and in- 
forms them, that many fhould come in his name^ and 

that 
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that there Jhmld be wars and rumours of wars^ but 
that the endfliouUnot he yet : For, before the end, 
nation Jhoiild rife againji nation — there fliould be fa* 
minesypeftilencesj and earthquakes ^ in diverfe places % 
perfecutions^ falfe Prophets^ and abundance of ini^ 
quity J and laftly, that this gofpel of the kingdom 
fhaU be preached in all the worlds for a witnefs unto 
all nations % and then fhall the end come. From 
hence it is plain, that by the end is not here 
meant the end of the Jewifi polity, or the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem^ for all thefe figns did not then 
happen \ nation did not rife againji nation^ nor 
were th^vt vtm^r\i?h\t famines^peftilenceSy or earths 
quakes^ in diverfe places^ between the time of this 
predifbipn, and the deftrudtion of Jerufalem \ nei- 
ther can the gofpel be faid to have been preached 
to all nations within that period, or even to this 
day. On all which accounts it is evident, that 
the end of the age (as it (hould have been tran- 
flated),^and the coming of Chrift, which the dif- 
ciples here inquired into, are events yet future. 
From the 4th to the 14th verfe, therefore, our 
Lord fpeaks of events in general, which ihould 
happen from the time of the prediftion to the 
time of his fecond coming, or the end of the 
age \ but from the 15th to the 21ft, he undoubt- 
edly fpeaks of the fiege and deftruftion oi Jeru- 
falem^ and the tribulation which was to follow it, 
I and points out the fign of its coming, viz. the 
abomination of defolation fpoken of by Daniel the 
Prophet ftanding in the holy place j in anfwer to the 
difciplcs firft qucftion, When fhall thefe things be? 

Our 



<■-►' 



Our Lord, after having thus defcribed the 
fi^c and deftrnftioD df Jerufdem^ and the great 
tribulation which ihould happen^ both at and af- 
ter thefe events, proceeds, ver. 23, to foretell 
that, during thefe tinnes, many falfe Cbrifts Jhould 
arife\ but to prevent their being deceived by 
ihem, he acquaints them with the manner of his^ 
fecond coming, and the (igns of it ; that it (hall 
ht like lightning coming out of the eajl and fliirnng 
to the weft^ to denote (as I apprehend) not only 
the fuddennef s^ but alfo the fublicknefs and vifibility 
of it, in oppofition to the obfcure and private 
coming of the pretended Chrift's in the deferts^ or 
in tbifecret chambers^ mentioned ver. 26. agree- 
ably to which he tells us, ver. 30, 31. tbeyjhall 
fee the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven^ 
with power and great glory \ and be fhall fend his 
angels with a great found of a trumpet^ and they fhall 
gather together his eleSl from the four 'winds^from one 
end of heaven to the other. From the 29th verfc 
onward, therefore, our Saviour fpeaks of his fe-' 
cond coming and the figns of it, the darkning the 
fun and moon^ the Jlars fallings and the appearance 
of the Jign of the Son of Man in heaven^ &c. in' 
anfwer to that part of their fecond queftion, What 
ffiall be the Jign of thy - coming ? adding, with a — 
Verily I fay unto you, this generation fhall not pafs 
till all thefe things ftiall be fulfilled. Thofe com- 
mentators who hold that every thing foretold in 
this chapter received its accomplifhment at the 
deftrudtion of Jerufalem^ and that this event was 
what is here meant by the coming of the Soi* 
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4)f Man in the clouds, fc?r. found this their opinion 
upon the 34th vcrfe. But to thefe I anfwer in the 
words of the learned Mr. Mede, that ' they ground 

* this their opinion upon the ambiguity of the 

* word generation^ whereas yiVid fignifies not only 

* ietasj but gens^ natioy progenies^ and fo ought td 

* be here taken, viz. Gens Judaorum non interibitj 

* ufque dum omnia bac implentur : the Nation of the 

* Jeivs (hould nQtperifli^ till all thefe things were 

* fulfilled, for fo fignifies vara^^Kh in the Uebrev) 

* notion, as you may fee even in the verfe fol* 

* lowing, ygavof ly f\yA wa^iKi^ffc/lat. By vir* 

* tue of which Amen, ver. 34. Ferily I fay unta 

* yoUj the Jewifh nation, even to the wonder and 

* aftonifliment of all who confider it, remains ^ 

* diftinft people in fo long and tedious a captivity, 
^ and after fo many wonderful changes as have 
^ befallen the nations where they live* Accord-^ 
^ ing to that oijeremy^ chap. xxxi. 35, 36. (whi-* 
^ ther this paflage fcems to have reference) Thus 

* faith the Lord^ which giveth the fun for a light by 

* day^ and the ordinances of the moon and of the Jiars 

* for a light by nighty which divide th thefea when 
^ the waives thereof roar : If thofe ordinances depart 

* from before me, faith the Lord^ then the feed of 

* Utajcl alfo Jball ceafe from being a Nation befori 

* me for ever. S. Chryfofiomej among the ancients, 

* and Flaccius Illyricus^ (a man well /killed in the 

* flyle of fcripturc) among the moderns, and 

* thofe who follow them, might have admoniOied 

* others to take the word ymai in this accepta* 

* tion, rather than by turning it ittas or feculum^ 

I « to 
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to put this Prophecy in little eafe, and the 
whole harmony of fcriptnre out of frame, by 
rknow not what confufed interpretation. S. 
Chryfoftome applies it lo gens Chrijiiana^ or fdeliuWy 
whrch he calls yj ysvfct ^yilavHajv f xug/ov, genera- 
tio qu^rentium Dominum \ others have other ac- 
commodations, but ftill under this notion I 
fpeak of. I prefer, as I faid, gens Jud^eorum ^ 
for what reafons, nihil nunc attinet dicere. No 
man can deny that this is onaof the native no- 
tions of ysvsa, yea and fo taken in the gofpels ; 
as in the foregoing chapter. Matt, xxxiii. 36. 
Verily I fay unto you ^ all thefe things JJialLccme 
{liri T ysvsav rrtulyiv) upon this nation. So 
Beza renders it twice in the parallel place, 
Luke X. 50, 51. and feven times in this gof- 
pel. Again, Luke xvii. 25. The Son of Man 
muft he fir ft rejeSled^ dito *t' ysvsar Tcti/Inr, Beza a 
gente ijia. The LXX renders by this word 
UV populus nn^^^fmilia rrhyt^ progenies patria. 
See Gen. XXV. 13. — xliii. 7. Num. x. 30, (f?c. 
Befides to interpret this coming of the Son of 
Man in the clouds of heaven^ and his kingdom then^ 
of his coming to the deftruftion of Jerufalem^ 
is contrary to the context of our Saviour's Pro- 
phecy : for the coming of Chrifi to deftroy Je- 
' rufalemj was the beginning and caufe of that great 
and long tribulation of that people, but the 
' coming and appearing of the fon of Man in 
' the clouds of heaven, is exprefly faid fhould 
' be ^lfter it, immediately after the days of that 
• tribulation^ &c. Matt. xxiv. 29. — Mark xviii. 24. 

' For 
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^ For this great tribulation^ fuch as never nation 

* fufFered, is not to be confined to their calamity 

* at the deftruAion of Jerufalem^ but extends to 

* the whole time of their captivity and difperfion, 
J from that time unto this prefcnt not yet ended ; 

* wherefore St. Luke^ who is wont to be an ex- 

* pofitor of our Saviour's words, puts inftead of 

* thofe words of great tribulation^ thefeof parallel 

* fenfe to them, there fliall be great diflrefs in the 
' land^ and wrath upon this people^ and they Jhall 

* fall by the edge of the fword^ and fliall be led a- 

* way captive unie all nations \ and Jerufalemy/W/ 

* be trodden down cf the Gentiles^ until the times of 
' the Gentiles be fulfilled^ Luke xxi. 23, 24. And 

* as the other Evangelifts fay, after that tribula- 

* tion ^ndedj fo he, after^ or when thefe times of 

* the Gentiles are fulfilledy then fhall be figns in 

* the fun and moon, and then they fhall fee the 

* Son of Man coming in a cloud, i^c. For the 

* copulative xac, ver, 25. (xat kar crn/Ji«a) is to 

* be taken after the Hebrew manner, ordinative 
' for turn deinde^ which you know is frequent in 

* fcripture, 'Then fliall bejigns *.' 

. From hence it is fufficiently clear, that the 
coming of the Son of Man here fpoken of, is 
Yixsfecond coming, yet future, and not his coming 
to deftroy Jerufalem •, becaufe at this coming he 
IS to GATHER TOGETHER hts clcSI from the fout 
windsy from the uttermoft part of the earthy to the 
uttermofi part of heaven \ whereas, at his coming 



Mciie, Book IV. Epift; XII. p. 752. 
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to deftroy Jerufakm^ hf, on the contrary, dif- 
perfed them among all nations. 

Some indeed, by the ele£i here, would have us 
to underftand the Chriflian Church to be gathered 
out of all nations, at, or foon after, the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem ; but this cannot be the meaning 
here, becaufe, in fad, there was no fuch gather- 
ing together of theeleft /r(?»i /i&^/^«r winds ^ &c. 
at that time, or afterward •, neither can it fignify 
(with others) the gathering together at the laft 
and final judgment *, becaufe that is always in 

fcripture 



• The laft day, or day of judgment, according to the 
learned and judicious Mr. Mede, is not one Jtngle daj^ but a 
tbou/and years y beginning and ending with the millenmum, or 
thoufand years of Chrift's reign upon earth ; and if fo, tht 
coming of Chrift in the clouds to gather together his ele&f 
^)lven of in this chapter, and the beginning of the day of 
judgment, are the fame thing : Agreeably to which, Ifaiab^ 
Ipeaking of this laft day, chap. ii. 4. fays, and He Jhall judge 
nmong the nations^ andjhall rebuke many peofUy ^* ^ Chrift will 
therefore begin to judge the nations at this time, and to 
give reward unto his fervants, though the particular and final 
reward or punilhment of every individual will be delayed 
till the fecond refurre£lioi^, at the end of 'this thoufand 
years, when the dead, fmall and greats are to ftand before Godf^ 
Rev. XX. I2« fo that as there are to be fwo refurredions, te 
ttlfo will there be /<u;o judgments ; xYicfirfi^ like the firft re- 
furre£iion, a particular one, to be executed during the thou- 
fand years, and thtfecondf a general one, at the general re- 
furreftion, when the thoufand years are expired. 

* The milknnium (fays Mr. Mede) of the reign of Chrift, is 
, • th^t whlPb fbe icripmres call tbg Daji of Judgment^ &c. — ^ 

^ Day (not as our languages CQxnmonly import) of a few hours, 

• but^ 

3 
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cripture defcribed to be a gathering together of 
^// mankind, whereas this is of the eleSl only. 

It 

< buty according to the /fir^r^xu notion , (from whence the 

* name is derived) of many years ; for with them, day is 
' timet and not a fhort only, but a long time ; a Day, 

* Whdreof St. P^//r iTpeakiiig, (xd epift. chap, iii.) tells the 

* believing brethren, as foon as he has named it, ver. 8. that 
' he would not have them ignorant, that one day with the 
' Lord was as a thoufand years, and a thoufand years as one 
« day. This is the day of the great Affizes, beginning with 

* the 7th trumpet, Jpocni, 15. wherein Chrift Ihall ^'a« rt- 

* tftard unto his fervants the Prophets, and to the faints, and 

* them that fear his name ; and ihall deftroy them that de- 
» ftroy the earth, ver. i8. The procefe of this wonderful 
' <Jay St. John defcribes by a twofold judgment, and a two- 

* fold refurreftion, and the glorious reign of the faints bc- 
« tween them : The Mortiing Judgment fhall be of Antichrifl 

* and all his partakers, whom ChriH fhall defiroy at the op* 

* pearance of his comings 2 Thef. ii. 8. and then ihall be the 

* firft and particular refurredlion. The Evening Judgment (hall 

* be upon the remainder of the living enemies of Chrifl, 
' Gog and Magog, and conclude with the laft and univerfal 

* refurreflion of all the dead : And fo the laji enemy^ Death, 
V being now wholly vanquifhed, he fhall furrender the king- 
' dom into the hands of his Father, that God may be all in 

* all, I Cor. XV. 24, Nor ought it to feem ftrange, the name 

< Day ihould fignify fo long a time as a thoufand years ; the 

* Je^s who iirll impofed it underllood it fo. And in the 
^ end of St. Peter we fhall find yet a longer day, even 

* «//ftpjfe diSvO- (Dies jEternitatis) a Day of Eternity, 2 Pet. 
^ * iii. 18. The Prophets have many fuch long days, when 

« they fay, in that day. The whole time of ChriJTs lirft 
« coming is called a day^ John xxvi, 26. — 2 Cor. vi. 2. The 
» whole time of the Je^^s forty years abode in the wilderncfg 

< is called a day, Heb. iii. 8, 9. Their firll captivity of fe- 

* venty years, a day, (vide Prophfitas). Their laft and 
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It remains therefore, that by the ^/f5? muft here 
be meant no other than the Jews or Ifraelites^ wha 
are commonly diftinguiflied by that appellation 
in fcripture, and who, as a nation, have been in 
reality, and ftill are, notwithftanding the punifti- 
ments which they have undergone, and ftill fuf- 
fer, the ekSi. of God, i. e. a people whom He in- 
tends to take under his more cfpecial proteftion^j 
and to render glorious, with regard to outward 
circumftances, above all the nations upon earth. 

Another argument for the reftoration of the 
Jews^ is contained in the 24th verfe of the 21ft 
chapter of St. Luke : Jerufalem /hall be trodden , 
down of the Gentiles^ until the times of the Gentiles 
he fulfilled \ for this implies, that after thofe times 
of the Gentiles, it (hall no longer be trodden 
down. by the Gentiles, but fhall be reftored to 
the Jews agreeably to the predidtions of the Pro- 
phets. 

And here I cannot omit a text which has gene- 
rally puzzled thofe who oppofe the notion of the 

• 

* long captivity, ada^y as Dcut. xxxii. 35. ^/ alibi apud PrO" 

* f betas. And what if in our daily prayer (giije us this day 

* our daily bread) day be to be taken for the whole of our 

* life ? For inftead of St. Matthew'' % {this day), fpeaking af- 

* ter the Hebrew notion, St. Luke hath it in the fame peti-. 
f tion ;:a6' w/>t4p«r, that is, e'very day. So St. Paul, Heb, 

* iii. 13. Exhort. one another (xrt5* gJtcfcrjiJ' wyX^^v) e^ery day^ 
\ cwhiljl it is called to-day.' Mede, Book V. Chap. III. 

He then proceeds to ihow that this was the opinion of th^ 
primitive fathers, by quotations from Iren<eus, Jujiin Martyr^ 
Cyprian, and LaSiantius ; for which I refer the reader to th^ 
^bove^nentioned .chapter. 

* . Jewi 
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Jews reftoration, and the millennial kingdom of 
Chrift upon earth, Matt. xxvi. 2^/ But I fay unto 
ycu^ I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the 
vine J until that day when I drink it new with yen in 
my Fa therms kingdom ; or as it is, Mark xiv. 25. 
Verily I fay unto you^ I will drink no more of the 
fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new 
in the kingdom of God. In St. Luke xxii. 18. 
For I fay unto you, that I will not drink of the fruit 
of the vine until the kingdom of God fliall come. 
To which let me add, ver. 29, 30. of the fame 
chapter, And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my 
Father hath appointed unto me \ that ye may eat and 
drink at my table in my kingdom, and fit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Ifraeh, and its parallel, 
Matt. xix. 28. Andjefusfaid unto them. Verily 1 
fay unto you, that ye which have followed me * in 
the regener'ation, when the Son of Man fliall fit in 
the throne of his glory, ye alfo fliall fit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of IfraeL 

It is allowed, by all fenfible expofitors, that 
the plain and literal fenfe of fcripture ought ne- 
ver to be departed from, except where fuch lite- 
ral fenfe is either, impofTible or contradictory to 
what the fcripture teaches in other places, or 
elfe is evidently a metaphorical expreflion. That 
there is no impoffibility in the literal fenfe of thefe 

* The words in the regeneration ought not to be joined (as 
in our tranflation) to the words, ye that have folio-wed me ^ but 
the comma placed after the word me ; the true Icnfc not being, 
ye that ^ ha^ve follcwed me in the regeneration Jhall Jtt, &c. but 
ye that have follo'wed me Jhall in the regeneration Jit ^ &c, 

I 4 texts, 
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texts, every one muft allow, and that it is con- 
tradidlory to other places of fcripture, is fo far 
from being the cafe, that, on the contrary, fuch 
ifi ftatc; of refidence » of our Lord, and the faints 
upon earth, after his fecond coming, as thefe 
texts feem to imply, is not only perfeftly agree- 
able to all the Old-Teftament Prophecies, many of 
which I have here laid before the reader, but is 
alfo exprelly afferted by St. John, Rev. xx. 4. 
Jnd I faw the fouls of them that were beheaded 
for the zmtnefs of Jefus^ and for the word of Gody 
and zvhich had not worf/tipped, the beajl^ neither bis 
image ^ neither had received his mark upon their fore- 
ifeads, or in their hands ; and they lived and reigned 
pith Chrifl a thouf and years. 5, But the reft of the 
dead lived not again till the thoufand years were 
finiflied. This is the firft refurre£lion. That this 
reign of Chrifl: and the faints is to be upon earth, 
is plain from what follows in the 8th and 9th 
yerfes, concerning Gog and Magogs who are, 
when the thoufand years are expired^ to go up on the 
hreddth of the earthy and compafs the camp of the 
faints about ^ and the beloved city. The literal fenfe 
therefore being neither impofTiblc, nor contradic- 
tory to other places of fcripture, the only remain- 
ing way to evade it, is to fuppofe the expreflions 
here to be metaphorical ; and this is what thofe, 
v;ho are higlily prejudiced againft a literal mean- 
ing, have had recourfe to : But he that can fup- 
pofe ^ri/j^/;?^ ^/ ruis fruit of the vine, which was 
aftually then in the hand of our Lord, can fig* 
pify any thln^ elfe but what the words themfelvc^ 

- do 
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do cxprefs, or can fuppofc the drinking of it new 
in the kingdom of God, to be only a metapho- 
rical prinking, niay full as well fuppofe that our 
Liord's Supper was nothing real, but only a mc^ 
taphorical eating and drinking : Nay farther, that 
the accounts we have of his life and death, art 
metaphorical, for thefe are not expreffed in moft 
clear terms. To conclude, fuch a liberty as thefe 
metaphorical commentators here take with th{ 
plain words of fcripture, would, if allowed, ren- 
der the whole of the facred writings unintelligible 
and uncertain. 

I (hall mention but one more argument in f^*^ 
vour of the reftoratioa I have undertaken to 
prove, and that fuch a one as (if duly attended 
to) is of weight enough to determine the poin? 
}n difpute. 

LVI. 

Acts i. 6. When they therefore were come to- 
gether, they afked of him, faying. Lord, wilt thou « 
at this time reftore again the kingdom to Ifrael i 
7 And he faid unto them, It is not for you to know 
the times and the feafons, which the Father hath 
put in his own power. 

Immediately before our Lord's afcenfion, the 
Apoftles being come together, put this qucftion 
to him, Lord J will tbou at this time reftore ithe 
kingdom to Ifrael ? This plainly fhows, that the 
Apoftles themfelves had an expcftation that the 
kingdom or fovereignty of the country of Judedj 

which 
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which was then in the hands of the Roman em- 
peror, (hould at fome time or other be reftored 
to the Ifraelites. Whether this opinion of theirs 
was well grounded or no (I think) will beft ap- 
pear from our LordV anfwer: And he faid unto 
thtm^ It is not for you to know the times andfeafons^ 
which the Father bath put in his own power. Our 
Lord here does not deny the truth of that refto- 
ration they expefted, but . only fays, it was not 
for them to know the fimes and Seafons when fuch 
a reftoration was to take place. Now can it be 
imagined, that if the Apoftles had been in an 
error of fuch confequence, our Lord would not 
have endeavoured to fet them right, and have 
anfwered in fome fuch manner as he did to the 
Sadducees, Te do err^ not knowing thefcripture j in- 
Head of which. He only declares, that the times 
or feafons when he (hould reftore the kingdom to 
Jfrael^ (which was the only thing they inquired af- 
ter) God had put in his own power. If therefore 
the kingdom is never to be reftored to Ifrael^ our 
Lord here informed his Apoftles, that God had 
put in his own power the times and feafons of 
that which was never to happen ; but this is a 
manner of fpeaking that is inconfiftent with com- 
mon fenfe : how much more fo with divine 
wifdom ! 

Thus have I laid before the reader the moft re- 
markable Prophecies relating to the future refto- 
ration oii\it Jews. Many others might have been 

added \ 



^dded •, but if thefe which are here produced are 
not fufficient to convince him, it would be in 
vain to increafe their number by the addition of 
fuch as carry lefs weight with them, or might be 
more liable to exception. That every application 
of the Prophecies I have here made, or every ar- 
gument I have deduced from them, fhould be 
fatisfadory to the reader, is more than I can rea- 
fonably expeft. I am very far from thinking 
myfelf wholly fecured from the errors and preju- 
dices incident to all uninfpired writers, when they 
treat of theological fubjeds •, but I muft here de- 
fire the reader to take notice, that if any one of 
the numerous prophecies here produced, is by. 
me rightly explained^ and the arguments drawn 
from thence folid and unanfwerable, the point I 
have undertaken to prove is thereby afcertained 
and indubitable, tho* all the reft Ihould feem to 
be inconclufive •, becaufe one clear and evident 
prediftion delivered by the Holy Spirit, tan ne- 
ver be contrary to another : fo that, except there 
can be produced as clear and evident a predidion 
to the contrary, from the fame authority, every 
one fuch fingle predidion is decifive. 

Before I conclude, it may be expeded by fome 
that I fliould fay fomewhat concerning the time 
when this reftoration is to take place ; to whom 
I anfwer, in the words of our Lord, that it is 
not for us to know the times and the feafons^ which 
the Father hath 'put in his own power. All that vye 
can be certain of in relation hereto, is, that Je- 

rufalera 
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mfakm Jhall he trodden down of the Gentiles^ until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled^ as our Saviour 
tells us, Luke xxi. 24, What is meant by the 
times of the Gentiles being fulfilled, is, accord- 
ing to the moft judicious expofitors, when the 
times appointed for the duration of the dominion 
of the four monarchies (hall be compleated *. 

We now live under the laft ftate of the fourth 
monarchy, after the divifion of it into ten king- 
donis, reprefented to Netucbadnezzar by the feet 
and toes of the image which he faw in his dream •, 
but the precife time when the (tone cut out with- 
out hands (hall fmitc the image upon [bis feet that 
vrere of iron and clay, or partly ftrong and partly 



^ « The yews Jhdl It tarried anjoay captive over all na-* 
tionSf andJerufuUm trodden down of the Gentiles^ until the 
times of the Gentiles he fulfilled: that is, (as was faid before) 
untU the monarchies of the Gentiles jQiould be finifhed« 
For thefe times of the Gentiles are that laft period of the 
fourth kingdom propheded of Daniel vii.. a time^ times^ 
(U^ half a timei at the end of which the Angel fweari 
anto Daniely chap. xii. 7; that God ihould accomplifli to 
fcatter the power of the holy people. This is that fiilneft 
of the Gentiles, which being come, St. Paul tells us» Rom* 
xi. 26. The Deliverer Jhall come out of Sion, and all Ifrael 
Jhall befaved. And the Angel in Jpoc* x. 6. renews the 
fame oath to St. John^ which he fware before to Daniel^ 
That when' thefe times (N. ^.^Jhould end and he no longer^ the 
myjierj of God Jhould be finijhed^ as he had declared to his 
fervants the Prophets. Amen.' Mede't fForks^ Book III. 
Daniel's Weeks explained, p. 709. 



brittle. 
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brittle, as th6 angel mterprets it» is not perhaps 
now difcoverable by us. There arc certain pc»^ 
riods of time, appointed by the providence of 
God, for the difcovery of fevcral of the prophe- 
tic vifions, before which they are clofed up and 
fealed, i. e. not to be underftood. That the time 
of this reftpration is one of thefe fecrets of Di- 
vine Providence, appears from the 12th chapter 
of Daniel^ where, after the Prophet had been ^i- 
fprmcd that Michael Jhcdl ftand up the great Princi 
which fiandeth for the children of bis (Darners) 
people^ &c. it is added, ver. 4. But thou^ Da* 
niel^ jhut up the words^ andfeal the hook to the timo 
of the end. And again, when one faid unto tha 
man chathed in linen^ which was upon the waters of 
the river ^ How long /hall it he to the end of thefi 
wonders? the anfwer was, that it /hall he for a 
time^ times ^ and a half\ and when be /hall have §€• 
iompli/hed to fcatter the power of the holy people, oH 
thefe things /hall befin^ied. This the Prophet un- 
derftood not, as appears by his anfwer. And I beard 
hut underfiood not : Then faid I^ my Lord^ whai 
/hall be the end of thefe things ? to which queftioii. 
he received for anfwer a repetition <rf what hac) 
be^n faid to hipti before. Go thy ways j Daniel if fit 
tke words m clofed and fealed till the time of tbt 
xnd. 

Sir Ifaac Newton^ in his diflertation upon thia 
Prophecy, p. 251. lays, * that it ftiould not be 
^ known before the laft age of the world \ an4 
5 therefore it m^kes for the credit of this Pro- 

t phecy 
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^ phecy thait it is not yet underftoed. The folly 

* of interpreters has been to foretell times and 

* things by this Prophecy, as if God defigned 

* to make them Prophets ; by fuch rafhnefs they 

* have not only expofed themfclves, but brought 

* that part of fcripture into contempt. The de- 

* fign of God was much otherwife : He gave 

* this, and other Prophecies in the Old Tefta- 

* mcnt, not to gratify men's curiofity, by enabling 

* them to foreknow things, but that, after they 

* are fulfilled, they might be interpreted by the 

* event ; and his own providence, not the inter- 

* preterms, be then fulfilled that as many as 

^ will take pains in this ftudy, may fee fufficient 
' inftances of God's providence. Amongft the 

* interpreters of the laft age, there is fcarce one 

* of note who has not made fome difcovery worth 

* knowing •, and thence I gather, that God is a- 

* bout opening thefe myfteries: an encourage- 

* ment this, to be more particularly attentive to 

* thefe things.* 

The natural confequence of fuch an attention 
to this and other Prophecies, would be a thorough 
conviftion in our minds of the truth of that re-* 
velation by which they were delivered to us, and 
in which they arc contained; and this indeed is 
the main end and defign of thefe difcourfes^ 
which I think cannot well fail of having this ef- 
fect upon every ingenuous mind, that will be at 
the trouble of comparing the feveral prophecies 
relating to the Jewifli nation with the events. 

That 
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That they were to be difperfed and fcattered among 
all nations of the earth is repeatedly foretold by 
the Prophets, and that they (hall finally be re- 
ftored^ never to be again difperfed, is likewife as 
often predidled by the fame Prophets. The firft 
of thefe we fee moft literally fulfilled, and the 
latter therefore it is moft highly reafonable to 
expeft. In the mean time (as a learned writer 
fays), * we fee this people alone, by a fingular 

* miracle of Providence, preferved alive to this 
' day, under perfecutions and oppreflions more 

* than enough to have cxtinguiftied their race, 
' preferved entire, and unmixed with. the nations 

* of the world, among whom they are fcattered. 
' All the remains of other nations are fwallowed 
' up, or periflied. The Ammonites^ the MoabiteSy 

* the Edomites^ their neighbours, not one of them 

* are diftinguifhed at home frotn the new-comers 
' into their land, not one caft or tribe are to be 
' found diftinft in any other country. The Jews 

* only, qf all the nations of the world, remain 

* a feparate people, in their laws and religion, as 
' from Mofes ; retaining the fame hope of the 
' bleffings of the Mefliah, as in the Prophets days, 

* notwithftanding the difappointment of that hope, 

* and the delay thereof during their difperfion, for 

* above fixteen hundred years ; as if they were rc- 

* ferved and fupported by God for this very pur- 
^ pofe, to be an inftance of his goodnefs to them, 

* and of the truth of his Prophets at their re- 

* turn. And fince other more improbable events 

q ' * foretold 
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• foretold from the fcriptures, have all come ta 

• pafs, we doubt not but God in his time will 

• accomplilh this : and whenever he doth, tho^ 

• fuch an acceffion of ftrength be not needed, 

• it will be fo great a demonftration of the cer- 

• tain relation of the Scripture Prophecies to the 

• Meffias, as will put to filence all infidelity/ 
Bijhep of JJtcbfiild and Coventry s defenu of Ctifti'^ 
amty. 
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APPENDIX 

T O 

Observati6ns on the Prophecies 
relating to the Reftoration of the Jews i 

B £ I N o A r4 

ANSWER 

TO THE 

OBJECTIONS of a late AUTHOR; 

WHILST 1 was writing the preceding ob- 
fervations, there canie to my hands ^ 
pamphlet, intituled, Tbe Rife and Fall of the 
Holy City andTempkofJerufalem^ &c. by Gregory 
Sharpe, LL.D. in which the reftoration of the 
Jews^ which I have here been endeavouring tof 
prove, is abfulutely dehied. The charafter which 
tliis learned and ingenious divine very defervcdly 
bears in the literary world, would render me in- 
cxcufable, if I was wholly to overlook the ob- 
jedions which he has brought againft the opinion; 
1 have endeavoured to cflablifh ; I fhall thereforc^^ 
with all due defcreniie to one, whofe learned and 
taccUent defences of Chriftianity are fo juftly ad- 
inircd, point out the paflTages in the abovemen- 

K tionecf 
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tioncd work, in which I apprehend this learned 
and ingenious Dodor to have been miftaken 5 
adding, at the fame time, the fcripture grounds 
and rcafons, which oblige me to differ fron^ 
him*. 

The firft thirty pages of his feeond edition con- 
tain nothing that I (liall objeft to, but, on the 
contrary, many curious and entertaining obferva- 
tions. But p. 33. he cxprefles himfelf in the 
following manner : 

* They (the Jews) as a people^ together with 

* their city, were deftroyed : they were no more 
' to live in one place ; they were to be diC* 
^ perfed, attd fcattered over the face of the 

* whole earth •, they were to fhow themfelvea^ 

* aftanding miracle of God*s mercy andjudg^ 

* ment, to produce and bear witnei's to the ora- 

* cles of God, which they confirm by their owft 

* appearance untJer the circumftances they now 

* are, trufteea and guardians, as it were, of thofe 

* divine records for the ufc of Chriftians. What 

* would have ftill pteferved and kept them toge- 

* ther iivone place, the city and the temple, were 

* taken from them \ they have now no home ^ 

* and yet are as difl:in<5t from, all other men, with 

* whom they live in great numbers over all the 

* earthy as when they inhabited Jerufalem ink^ 

* ancient fplendor. They could have no temple, 

* nor any facrifice, but in Jerufalem, and whea- 
*- that was deftroyed, they were difperfed. Cir- 

* cumcifion, the mark of the covenant, or tokeir 

* of the promife, could be of no peculiar ufe 

I * whc» 
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* when the covenant of promife was fulfilled, and 

* the promifed feed had evidently appeared in 

* the perfon of Jefus. All that was peculiar td 

* the Jews'i all that obftrudked the general union 

* of mankind under one God and Saviour of us 

* all, the calling of the Gentiles, who by adop- 

* tion are made heirs of the promife •, all that 

* was local and temporary became obfolete^ and 

* of no ufe or fignificancy ; for by the accom- 

* plilhmerit of the prophecies, and the appear- 
^ ance of the Son of God, all thefe things wer<^ 

* aboliftied 5 facrifices had their end ; the carnal 

* ordinances, the temple, the JexJOi/Ji polity, fa- 

* cred and civil, as connedled with thfe city of 

* Jertifakm^ all were deftroyed in one general 

* ruin, and the diftinftion of the tribes is entirely 

* loft/ 

That the Je^uis were to be dilperfed alndl fcat^i 
tcred over the face of the whole earth, that thej^ 
now fhew themfclves a ftanding miracle of God*i 
judgment, arid will hereafter of his mercy, I aU 
low ; and allb' thait they bear witncfs to the or^ 
cles of God, which they confirm by their ownt 
appearance undef the circumftahces they now arc i^ 
but it does riot from hente follow, that they are 
ho rnort to live in one place; for though what 
would have ftill preferved aind kept them togc-^^ 
ther, the r/V^ and the temple^ were taken from 
them, it cannot from hence be concluded that 
thefe (hall never be reftored to them agairt. That 
circumcifion, the mark of the covenant, or token 
0f the promife, could be of nf>f peculiar ufe when 
K 2t Ibc 
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the promifed feed had appeared, by no meant 
follows •, for if we look into the 17th chapter of 
Genefis, we fhall find the coVenanV of which cir- 
cumcifion was to be a token between God and 
Abraham^ was this mentioned in the 8th verfe: 
'^ And I will give unto tbeCy and to thy feed after theCy 
the land wherein thou art a fir anger ^ all the land of 
Canaan^ for an everlasting popffion^ and I will 
he their God. Now \£ Abraham, who, as St. 5/^- 
phen obfervcs, Afts vii. 5. had no inheritance in 
Canaan, no not fo much as to fet his foot on, is ftiU 
to have this promife made good to him, and his 
feed have not yet entered upon the everlafling pof- 
feffion of it here mentioned, it is evident that the 
token may be yet of peculiar ufe to them, as it 
afiures them of the certainty of God's fulfilling 
it to them hereafter. Circumcifion therefore was 
not a token of the proniifed feed^ or that in Abra^ 
hani's feed ffiould all the nations of the .earth bi 
Heffed:, for tho' this had. .been alfo promifed him, 
yet God makes no mention of it when he repeats 
to Abraham the contents of the covenant of which 
circumcifion was to be the token. Gen. xvii^ 
S, *jj ^. Neither do the rites peculiar to the 
Jews, fcem to me to have any way obftruded 
the general union of mankind under one God 
and Saviour of us all, or the calling of the Gen- 
tiles, they being in fadt called while thefe things 
fubfifted, All that was local muft indeed ceafe 
at the difpcrfion of the Jews ; but that by the 
accomplifliment of the prophecies, and the ap- 
pearance of the Son of God, all thefe things were 
I abolifhed,, 
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abolifhed, and that the temple, the JewiPi polity, 
facred and civil, as connefted with the city of 
^erufaltm^ were fo deflroyed as never to be again 
rcftored, is more than we ar? warranted by the 
fcripture to affirm. 

Again, in a note, p. 45. our Author reafons in 
the following manner : ' The facrifices appointed 

* by the law of Mofes^ and the whole Levitical 

* Jaw, were appropriated to the tabernacle and 

* temple, and the deftruftion of the latter was 

* the end of all ; this obliged the Jews to in- 

* vent a third temple, and to apply the prophe- 

* cies that had been accompliflied by the fecond 

* temple to a future temple \ and to aflert, that 
' the plan laid down by Ezekiel was not followed 

* by Zerubbabel^ but is to be executed in fome 

* future age. The Chriftians have fufFered them- 

* fclves to be impofed upon by the Jews^ and 

* the apocryphal writers, who were Montanijls^ 

* and many of the Fathers, have almoft made the 

* impofition facred. But how wild and ground- 

* lefs the conceit 1 Are we to fuppofe then that a 

* plan was given for a third temple to be built 

* at the end of the world, and no notice taken 

* of that which was to be built in about forty 

* years ? Are not the times particularly connefted 

* with the captivity by the Prophet, and the peo- 

* pic called upon now to put away their idolatry ? 

* Ezek. xi. I. — xliii. 7 — 12. Are we to expedl: 
« priefts of the offspring of Zadock ? Ezek. xliii. 

* 19. Are burnt-offerings, with all other Mofaic 
5 rites and ceremonies, to be reftored ? And if 

K 3 ' facrifices 
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^ facrifices are to be revived, what ufc or pur- 

* pofe, civil, moral, or religious, arc they in that 
^ age to ferve f What are they then as types to 

* prefigure ? May ve be permitted to call them 
^ antetypes, or imagine them to be prefigurative 

* emblems of ferviccs in the heavenly Jerufakm ? 
^ Is this the method of converting the Jews ? Is 

* this the new covenant made with the houfe of 

* Ifrael and Judab ? And are we to fee the old 
f covenant, which St. Paul declared, even in hi^ 

* days, to be decayed, waxen old, and ready tq 
f vanifhaway, reftored again ? Heb. viii. 13. Are 
? the able minifters of the new covenant to be 
f obliged to exchange the miniftratjon of the fpir 
^ rit of righteoufnefs, of life, ancj of glory, for 
*' the miniftration of condemnation and death ? 
^ No fprely -, the letter yvhich killeth, Ihogld pe- 

* yer he preferred to the fpirit whH:h giveth life, 

* 2 Cor. iii. 6 — \i. Is this the word which Go4 
^ fent unto the children of Ifrael^ preaching peace 
f by Jefus Chrift ? JSlsm. 36. The difference 
f between the fecond tenipje and that defcribed 
^ by Ezekiely is rather made than proved by mo- 
? dern JewSy who can have ho good authority for 
^ their aflertions in a matter of fqch remote an- 

* tjquity ; nor will the figurative ufc and appU- 
^ cation of prophetic language by St. Jokn in thf 

* RevehtianSy fupport the Montaniji in his abfur4 
f conceflions.- 

That tl^p facrifices appointed by the law of 
Mpfe^^ tho' not the whole LivHical laws, were 
Jipprppriated to the tabernacle and the temple, is 

allowed i 
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allowed ; but it does not follow from hence that 
the dcftrudtion of the latter was the end of all, 
if by this expreffion our author means, as he had 
before afferted, that the Jewijh poUfy^ facud and 
civile as conntSled with the city of Jerufalem^ all 
were deftroyed in one general ruin, (o as never to be 
again rcftored. That the facrifices cannot be re- 
ftored, confidently with the law of Mo/es, whilft 
the temple continues defolate, is true j but that 
the temple itfclf muft always continue fo, by no 
means follows. 

That a thjrd temple is an invention of the 
yews, does not appear from any arguments that 
our Author has made ufc of, but the future exil- 
tence of fuch a temple may be fairly inferred from 
feveral prophecies in the Old Tcftament ; neither 
have thefe prophecies been accomplilhed by the 
eredling of the fecond temple; That the plan 
laid down by Ezekiel was followed by Zerubbabel 
does by no means appear, nor can the propliecies 
relating to EzekieFs temple be applied to Zerub- 
babeVs, upon account of the different circum- 
ftances which they foretel Ihall happen at the 
time of its eftablifbment : For firft, the Sbecinab^ 
or Divine Prefence, was to return, as appears from 
Ezek. xliii. 2. And the glory of the Lord came into 
the boufe by the way of the gate, whofe profpeSi was 
toward the eafi: So the Spirit took me up and brought 
me into the inner court, and behold the glory of the 
Lord filled the boufe-, and 1 beard himfpeaking unto 
me out of the boufe, and the man ftood by me : And 
he faid unto mi^ Son of man, the place of my throne, 
K 4 Md 
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^nd the place of the foles of my feet^ where I wiU 
dwell in the midji of the children of Ijrael for ever^ 
and my holy namejhall the houfs of ifraelno more de^ 
.file^ neither they nor their kings^ &c. Now this great 
honour and advantage that attended the temple 
of Solomon^ is aljowed by all authors to have been 
wanting in the fecond temple ; and therefore the 
femple of Zerubhabel cannot be the temple in- 
tended by Ezekiel. 

2dly, The extent ^nd form of the city then to 
be rebuilt, was to be very different from that of 
the city rebuilt by Zeruhbabel^ or enlarged by any 
of his fucceflfors, even to the time of its deftrucr 
tion ; for, as it appears by Ezek. xlviii. 30. ^ feq. 
(each fide of the city was to be four thoufand and 
Jive hundred meafures ; and the gates of the city were 
to be after the names of the tribes of Ifrael \ three gates » 
northward^ one gate of Reuben^ one gate of Judab^ one 
gate of Levi ; three gates eaflward^ of jofeph^ Ben- 
jamin^ and Dan ; three at the fouth fide ^ of Simeon^, 
Jffachar^ and Zebuhn \ and three at the wejl fide^ 
one of Gady one of Aflicr^ and one of Naphtali : It 
voas round about eighteen thoufand meafures : And tbi 
pame of the city from' that day fliall be — The Lord 

IS THERE. . 

Now, neither the dimenfions and form of the 
city, nor th^ names and number of the gates, re- 
built after the Babylonifii captivity, do at all agree 
with this defcription oi Ezekiel. From all which, 
I think it dcmonftrable, that the temple prophe- 
cied of by Ezekiel^ could. not be the temple built 
by Zerubbabel, and afterward rebuilt by Heroi. 

But 
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* But, (fays our Author^ are wc to fiippofe 

* then that a plan was given for a third temple 

* to be built at the end of the world, and no no- 
^ tice taken of that which was to be built in a. 

* bout forty years ? Are not the times particularly 

* connefted with the captivity by the Prophets^ 

* and the people called upon Now to put away 
« their idolatry ?' Ezek. xi. i. xliii. 7 — 12. To 
which I anfwer, that^ the return of ihtjews^ and 
the rebuilding of Jerufakm^ and of the fecond 
temple, was taken notice of by the Prophets, 
and foretold, though a particular plan for the 
building of it was not given 5 and the reafoa 
might be, that as this temple was greatly to fall 
(hort of that built by Sohmon, fo that thofe who 
had feen the former (hould weep aloud at the 
fight of this, and was like wife to be totally dc- 
ftroyed again in a few centuries, it might not 
upon thefe accounts bethought fo worthy of a di- 
vine pattern or diredkion, as that of Solomon^s^ or 
the future one of Ezekiel\ and more efpecially 
as it was not to be honoured by the ^Shecinab or 
Divine Prefence. 

As to the times being particularly conncfted 
with the captivity by the Prophet, ^c. the firft 
text, Ezek. xi. i. fpcaks plainly of the temple of 
Solomon' then ftanding at the time of the vifion, 
Jaazaniab and Pelatiab there mentioned being 
then in Jerufalenty about fix years before the de- 
ft ruftion of it by Nebucbadnezzar ; fo that "tHis 
prophecy has no relation to the fecond temple. 
The other text, Ezek. xiiii. 7-^12. is indeed con- 
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ii^ed with the captivity ; but it is plainly the 
laft captivity that is here fpoken of, and the final 
reftoration of the temple that is to follow it, as 
appears from the very words of the Prophet. 
And be f aid unio me^ Son of Man, the place of my 
throne^ and the place oftbefoles of my feet ^ where I 
will dwell in the midft of tie children of Ifraelfor 
iver^ and my hofy namejhall the boufe of Ifrael no 
more defile^ &c. which paflage relates to the re- 
turn of the Shecinabj when the angel of the Lord^ 
who (as our Author juftly obferved, p. 38. did 
frequently appear amongft them in former times) 
(hall again take up his refidence in their city; upon 
which account the city fliall be called (Jehovah 
Sbammah) The Lord is there. The now in the ninth 
verfe refers to the time here fpoken of, when the 
Jjovd (hould dwell amongft them ; then it is that 
they are to put away their whoredoms, ^r. 
But to proceed to our Author's next queftions* 

* Are we to expert priefts of the offspring of 

* Zadock? £2^^. xlviii. 19. Are burnt-ofFertngs, 

* and peace offerings, with all other Mofaic rites 

* and ceremonies, to be rcflored ? And4f facrifices 

* are to be revived, what ufe or purpofe, civil, 
^ moral, or religious, are they in that age to^ 
' ferve ?' fcfr. To the firft of thefe objeftions I 
reply, that to expeft priefls of the offspring of 
Zadock implies no iuch improbability as our Au- 
thor fcems to fuppofe y for it is highly probable 
that fome ^of the ofi^spring of Zadock remain to 
this day ; and that it is now impoflible to diflin- 
guifh who thefe are, is very far from being lb 
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clear a point as fomc may imagine. Many of the 
Jews who live amongft us, arc indeed unable to 
make out ihcir pedigree, or tell what tribe they 
belong to •, but it cannot from hence be concluded 
that there are no Jews in any part of the world* 
that have prcferved authentic records, or uninter- 
rupted traditions of their family or tribe : that 
(the diftjnftion of tribes is entirely loft is therefore 
very far from bejng certain : but if we were even 
to allow this, it would not follow that the offspring 
pf Zadock fhall not be difcovered by the Divine 
Power, which will certainly interpofc at the refto^ 
ration we ztt now fpeaking of# As to the fecond 
part of the queftion, I own it is attended with 
fome difHculties, Sacrifices and offerings are in* 
deed mentioned by J^zekiel to be offered by the 
JfraelUes upon (he rebuilding the temple he has 
defcribed \ and not only He, but many of the 
other Prophets, fpeak of offerings to be made by 
the people of Tfrael upon their final reftoration, 
andalfo of offerings to be brought up to Jerufa- 
fern by the neighbouring nations. This is the li- 
teral fenfe of the prophecies. But whether we 
jire to take them in this literal fenfe, or to con- 
fider them as figurative cxpreflions, I (hall not 
fake upon mc to determine. The Mofaic laws 
end ordinances are, in feveral places, faid to be 
prdinances for fver. Even our Lord himfelf fays, 
Matt. V. 17. Think not that I am come to dejlroy 
the Law or the Prophets : lam not come to dejlroy^ 
but to fulfil. For verily I fay unto you, till heaven 
and earth pufs^ one jot or one tittle foall in no wife 
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fafsfrom the law. Accordingly it doc^ not any'' 
where in fcripture appear, that the Mofaic la\^ 
was ever aboliftied. Our Lord himfelf conformed 
to it, and fo did his Apoftles ; nay even St. Paut^ 
from whom the arguments of thofe who contend 
for its aboliQiment are generally brought, did fo, 
and took and circumcifed Timothy^ tho' his father 
was a Greek, The decree alfo of the council of the 
Apbfl:les,/^<J?i xv. which met on purpofe to conGder 
this matter, after much dtfpuHng determined that 
the gentile converts cnlj fhould not be obliged to 
keep the law of Mofes^ but did not abfolve any 
of the Jews from jheir obligation to obferve it. 
It has been indeed replied to this, that the laws 
of Mofes were to be in force till ihe deftrudtion 
of Jerufalem^ and no longer. But they who af- 
fert this, bring no proof of it from fcripture . 
the paffages in St. Paul's epiftles generally brought 
for this purpofe, being defigncd. to convince the 
gentile converts, and alfo the Jews^ that falvation 
was not to be obtained by the works of the Mo- 
fate law alone, but by faith in, and obedience to 
Chrift. If it be argued that the deftrudion of 
Jerufalem did of courfe put an end to the obfer- 
vance of the Mofaic law, I anfwer, that this is 
not true in fad, for the Jews, to this day obferve 
the greateft part thereof. Their temple fervice, 
facrifices, £s?^. did indeeil ccafe j but if the want 
of a temple only is the reafon of this ceflation, 
no reafon can be given why the reftor^tion of it 
fhould not revive the fame fervices. The moft 
common objedion thejefore to a renewal of thefe 
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fervices, is the infignificancy or inutility of them % 
and this is the fubjeft of our Auchor-s next quef- 
tion : * What ufe or purpofe, civil, moral, or 
* religious, arc facrifices in that age to ferve ?* 
To which it is a fufficient anfwcr, that fupppfing 
we are not now able to aflign the true ufes and 
purpofes which they may then anfwer, this is no 
argument againft the revival of an inftitution^ ^ 
which the people to whom it was given have ne- 
ver yet been abfolved from their obligation to 
obfcrve, 

All this may be alledged in favour of the literal 
fenfe -, but fuppofing that the piflagea in EzekieP:$ 
vifion concerning the facrifices, o(Ferings, and 
other rites and ceremonies there mentioned, arc 
to be confidered as figurative expredions, it will 
not thence follow, that the temple and city of 
Jerufalem will never be reftored, fince thcfc figit- 
rative exprefTions may be ufed to fignify the 
Chriftian worlhip, made ufe of by the converted 
Jews in their rebuilt temple. The Eucharift, or 
Lord's Supper, was confidered by many of the 
primitive Fathers as an ohlation or offering'^ but 
whether this be the ofi^ering which is figuratively 
defcribed by Ezekiel, I Ihall not take upon me to 
determine. I fhall only obferve, that, upon this 
fuppofition, our Author's arguments will have no 
weight at all againft. the reftoration of the city 
and temple of Jerufalenr^ fince they are all found- 
ed upon the fuppofed inutility and abfurdity of 
the revival of facirifices, and all other Mofak rites 
and ceremonies. There are fome indeed who are 
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of opinion, that the feftoration. of the Jews tfiall 
be prior to their converfion •, and if fo, facrificefs 
may be again revived, tho* they fhall afterwards 
ceafe upon the new covenant being made with 
the houfe of Ifrael and Judab^ which it were eafy 
to (how from the prophecies, is not to take plactf 
till after their rcftoration.. But whichever of 
thefe opinions be the true one, to prove that thd 
Jews will never be rcftored to Jcrufakm^ it is not 
fufficient to produce objeftions from our not be* 
ing able to afljgii the ufes or purpofcs of fuch a 
reftoration, fuppoiing this to be the cafe • bu^ 
it is neceflary to (hew that every one of the nu-> 
merous prophecies which foretell it, can and 
ought to be otherwife interpreted j 

Another point which I apprehend oui* ingenious 
Author to have miftaken is this i That the great 
day^of the Lord always means the deftruftion of 
jerupajem. - * The deftrudion of jerufaleth (fays 

* He) is cxpreffed by the great day of the Lord 5 

* the firft deftrtiftion by the Chaldeans under iV5f- 

* huchadHezzarj the laft by the Homans under f^^ 

* pafian^: and, iit a note in the fame page, he^ 

* adds^ the day of the Lord is a day of facrificei 
^ and vengjeancc upon his enemies, fdc. ^bu6 

* the great day of the Lord always means the de- 

* ftruftioh of Jeru/a/em^ Amos^ Jeremiabi Joel^ 
^ Zephaniab^ Malacbi^ all ufe this language when 

* they fpeak of the deftrudion ofjerufalefn. In 

* Joel the trumpkft founds an alarm-*— ^the day 
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* of the Lord cometh ; the day of the Lord 

* is very great, and who can abide it ?* Jotl ii. 

* I— II. 

The day of the Lord cannot here fignify the 
deftruftion of Jirufaltm by the ChaUeam^ or the 
RomanSy bccaufe the dcfcription of the northern 
army which (hall come againft it, by no means 
agrees with either of thofc people, as I have 
fliown in Art. IV. of the preceding work. The in- 
valion of the ^urks and Saracens anfwers indeed to 
this prophetic defcription, as I have made appear 
in the aforementioned place •, but tho* the Turks 
be mod probably the people fpoken of in this 
chapter, yet by the great day of the Lard is not 
meant any deftruftion which they, or any other 
people, fhall bring upon the 7^^*^ ox Ifraelites^ 
but, as our Author rightly obferves, a day of fa-- 
crifice and vengeance againji bis (the Lord^s) efie-^ 
mies. It was to fucceed the prayers and fupplica^ 
tions of his people, and is defcribed, ver. i8* 
Then will the Lord be jealous for bii land^ and pity 
bis people. Beboldy I will fend corn and oil^ and ye 
fhall be fatisfied therewith \ and I will no more make! 
you a reproach among the Heathen •, but 1 will remove' 
far off from you the northern army^ &c. This is 
the great day of the Lord, when he ftiall take 
vengeance upon the northern army, his^ and i/> 
popWs enemies, the Gog of Ezekiel, who, in the 
latter daysy fliall come into the land which is brought 
back from thefword. Our Author indeed undcr- 
ftands by the northern army that of the Chal- 
deans^ as appears from p. 48k • In jfoel^&ys he) 
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« the trumpet founds again, a new proclamatiori 

* is made, the people return, they are gathered 

* together, the congregation is fanftified, the nor- 

* them army is removed far off, the ears that the 

* locuft hath eaten, the canker worm, and other 

* inftruments of deftrudlion in the hand* of Prd- 

* vidence, are to be reftored, they were to eat 

* in plenty, and be fatisfied: and after this, it 

* fhall come to pafs, that I will pour out my fpi- 

* rit (which happened upon the day of Pentecoft) 

* upon all flefli, and your fons and your daugh- 

* ters (hall prophecy : Andalfo upon the fer- 

* vants and upon the handmaids, in thofe days 

* will I poUr out my Ipirit : This was to pre- 

' cede the other greai day of the Lordy the final 

* deftruSion of Jerufakm ; when, as it immedi- 

* ately follows, I will {hew wonders in the hea- 

* Yen, and in the earth, blood and fire, and pil- 
' lars of fmoak -, the fun (hall be turned into 

* darknefs, and the moon into blood :•— ^the 

* natural cfFefts of a fiege fo dreadful as that of 

* Jerufakm^ when the light of the fun and ipioon 

* was obfcured by the fire and fmoak, and ruins,> 

* in that great and terrible day of the Lord.^ 

I have (1 think) given fufficient reafon above *j 
why by the northern army cannot be here meant 
the army of the Chaldeans -, I (ball only add here, 
that the Chaldeans^ or people of Babylon^ were an 
eajlerny and not a northern people, with refpedt 
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to Jerufalem. The locuft^ the canker-worm^ the rj- 
terpillar^ and the palmer-worm^ mentioned h.re, 
and in the 4th verfe of chap. i. are, by fome 
commentators, thought to fignify the four mo- 
narchies which fucceflively, opprefled the Jewijh 
nation ; and if fo, the deliverance here promifed, 
.muft be poftcrior to their oppreflion by the laft 
of thefe monarchies : but I am more inclined to 
think, that by the locujls are here meant the 5^- 
racens or Turks^ who are reprefented by that fimi- 
litudc in the Revelations to St.John^ chap. ix. 
according to the opinion of the beft interpreters. 
As to the pouring out of the Spirit here fpokcn 
of, it is to be after that they fliall know that the 
Lord was in the midjl of Ifraely and that he was 
their Lord and God^ and none elfe ; and after which, 
bis people JJiall never be afliamed^ ver. 27. A por- 
tion of the Spirit was indeed poured out upon 
the day of Pcntecoft, but it cannot be with pro- 
priety faid, to be upon all flefh, as is here pro- 
phecied •, fo that it is reafonable to cxpefl a more 
plentiful efFufion of it hereafter, at the time here 
fpoken of. The wonders in heaven and earth, 
ver. 30, &c. therefore are not figns of any de- 
ftruftion of Jerufalem^ as our Author fuppofcs, 
but of a deliverance in Mount Zion and in Jeru- 
falem^ as appears from ver. 32, and the two fol- 
lowing verfes, which declare that it fhall be in 
thofe days^ and in that time^ when the Lord fltall 
bring again the captivity of Judab and Jerufalem^ 
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and when be will vatber all nations^ and wiH hrirtg 
them down into tbe valley of Jebofapbat^ and will 
plead with tbem tberefor bis people^ and for bis be-- 
fit age Ifraely whom they have fcatteredy and parted 
bis land. 

This great day of tbe Lord is therefore not a day 
of deftruftion to his people Ifraelj \mt a day of 
vengeance upon their enemies, to be executed 
upon them hereafter, when tbe Lordfhall krit^. tf- 
gain the captivity of Judab and Jerufalem. 

The great day of the Lord, mentioned by Zepb. i. ' 
14. that was near and haded greatly^ feems in-^ 
deed to be the deftrudlion of Jerufalem by the 
Chaldeans^ which happened about 150 years after 
this prophecy •, for I do not affert, that the day 
of tie Lord never fignifies the deftru-ftion of Je- 
rujalem, but that it often points at that great day 
when the Lord fhall reftore his people IJrael^ and ^ 
take vengeance upon their enemies and op- 
preflbrs. 

The Prophet jhufs, as our Author obfervcs, 
fpeaks of a day which was to be darknefs, (^c, 
and fays, the virgin of Ifrael is fallen's, fhe fhall w 
more rife^ fhe is forfaken upon her landy there is none 
to raije her up : Amos v. 2. which is a prophecy 
of the captivity of the ten tribes. It is indeed 
here faid, that, the virgin oi Ifrael {hdWnomore 
rifey but this muft not be fo underftood as to 
contradidl the very remarkable words with which 
this Prophet concludes his prophecy : And I will 
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Iring again the captivity of my people Ifrael^ and they 
/hall build the wafte cities^— and I will plant them 
upon their land, and they Jliall no more be ptdled 
up out of their land which 1 have given them^ faith 
the Lord thy Qod. 

* In Malachiy the laft of the Prophets (fays 

* our Author) is a moft evident and clear pre- 

* didtion of the coming of a meffenger to pre^ 

* pare the Way of the Lord who was fuddenly 

* to come to his people Behold he fhall come, 

* faith the Lord of Hofts.- — After this, thd 

* day that was fatal to Jerufalem cometh ; the 

* day that lhall"burn like an oven, when all the 

* proud, and all that do wickedly, (hall be as 

* ftubblc ; and the day that comtth fhall burn them 

* up^ faith the Lord of Hofts, that it fhall Iqave 
' them neither root nor branch.-i^ Behold I will 

* fend you Elijah the Prophet before the coming 

* of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.^ • 

' Hence it follows, that by the great and dreadful 

* day of the Lord^ is to be underftood the deftruc- 

* tion of Jerufalem •, and that before the laft de- 

* ftruft'on of that ancient and glorious city, in 

* which God, on account of his people and his 
« temple, was faid to dwell, the Mefliah or Chrift,. 

* and his herald Jobn^ in the charaftef of Elijah j 

* were to appear.* 

As to the coming of a mcflenger, Matachi iii. i. 
our Saviour himfelf, as I above obferved f , has 

t Article LII^ p. ^s^ 
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applied this paflage to John the Baptift, and af^ 
firmed that he was the Elias which was to come •, 
but as he, at the fame time, alfo affirms that Elias 
Ihall truly firfl: come, I am of opinion, that the 
preparing of the way of the Lord^ mentioned by 
Malachi^ was not that then executed by John at 
his coming, but relates to the time of a future 
Elias^ or rather to a future coming of the fame 
EliaSy as Mr. Mede thinks, which is to precede 
the fecond coming of our Lord ; becaufe it is 
added, Malacbi i\. /^. Then fhall the offering of Ju- 
dab and Jerufalem be pleafant unto the Lord^ as in 
the days ofeld^ and as in former years \ and, yer. 1 1. 
I will rebuke the devourer for your fakes ^ and hefliall 

not deflroy the fruits of your ground.- Jnd allna- 

tionsfhall call you bleffed \ for ye fhall be a delightfome 
landj faith the Lord of Hofts. All which was fo 
far from happening after the firfl: coming of this 
Meflenger, that the dired contrary evefits then 
took place. The day therefore that (hall burn like 
an oven^ &c, tho* it fhall really follow the coming 
of the Meflenger, was rot the defl:ruftion ofje' 
rufalem -, which, tho* it burnt up a great number 
of the Jews who did wickedly, yet has not left 
that nation without root or branch, as is evident 
to the whole world ; but the day here fpoken of, 
is a day when the Ifraelites fhall tread down the 
wicked, and they fhall be afhes under the files of their 
feet^ at their return, fpoken of in the very verfe 
preceding the mention of that day. Then fhall 
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ye return and difcern between *the righteous and 
the wickedj between htm that fervetb God, and 
him that ferveth him not. For behold the day 
Cometh that /hall burn like an oven, &c. MaL 
iii. 1 8. — iv. 3, Before the coming of this|^r^^/ 
and . dreadful day of the Lord, when his people 
(hall return, and their enemies be deftroyed ; it 
is, that he will fend Elijah the Prophet, and he 
fhall turn the heart of the fathers to the children^ 
and the heart of the children to the fathers, leaft the 
Lord come andfmite the earth with a curfe. Mai. v. 6, 
which things, by way of preparing the way of 
the Lord, feem not to have been done at the fir(t 
coming of John the Baptift. 

There is one prophecy quoted by our Author, 
which, at firft fight, may indeed be thought \.q 
favour his opinion. It is foretold by Balaam^ 
Numb. }(xiv. 24, that fhips from the coaJiofChit- 
timfliallaffli£lAfhur(\ht AlTyrian; andEber,fo that 
HE alfo fhould per iff I for ever. If by he we are 
here to underftand Eber, how contrary is this to 
Jer. xxxi. 36. where the Lord fays. If thefe ordi- 
nances (the fun and moon, i^c.) /hall depart from 

before me then the feed of Ifrael alfo fliall cenfe 

from being a nation before we for ever ! The word 
HE can relate but to one of the two nations men- 
tioned : J/hur has peri/Iied, after being afflidted by 
the (hips of Chittim, and has ceafed from being a 
nation, but Eber has not ; unlcfs the being kept 
a diftinft and feparate people, ready to return to 
L 3 iheir 
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theiFOwn land,, and in expectation of it, can witii 
^ny propriety be called perifliing for ever -, ancj 
therefore the word Eber^ being the laft antece- 
dent, is not fufficient reafon to explain the text, 
not only in dired contradiftion to other Prophe- 
cies, but alfo to the events themfelves. The au- 
thors of the Univerfal Hifiory, vol. I. p. 266? 
fpeaking of this text, have the following note, 
which perhaps may fet this paflage in a yet clearer 
light. * The common opinion is, that by £^^r, 

* in this place, is to be underflood the Hebrtv)s or 

* Jews ; but a learned author has offered reafons 

* which fecm to prove the contrary. He ob- 
^ ferves, that " to take it in that fenfe, is repug- 
*' nant to the defign of the paflage, and m^es 
*' Balaam blefs and curfe the children of Ifrael 
•' in the fame breath, by prophecying of their 
*' deftrudlion ; {vide Hyde de rel. vet. Perf.) and 
V therefore he will have it, Heher has not refpeft 
^* to perfons, but to place, and (ignifies beyond 
^' the river ; in which fenfe that word is often 
*' ufed . in fcripture. Upon this occafion the 
f fame author propofes to amend oyir tranflation 
^ of the above text, by reading it thus : " And 
♦* theyjliallgo forth from the coaji of Chittim^ and 
^' ffiall affliSl Jfhur^ and fijall affliSl the other Jide of 
^* the river,, that is, the countries beyond the 
l\ Euphrates -^.^^ There feems to be no need 

•}• The word Eb^r* exclufive of the pundluation or mafo- 
fctical reading, fignifies either ^Icr a proper name, or be-^ 
j(9nd or over-againfl. 
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^ of fuppofing 'the laft and to be taken conjunc- 

* tivcly, or the words following it to be repeti- 

* tion, or explanatory of the firft, a$ that writer 
^ thinks ; for JJIwry ftri£lly fpeaking, lay beyond 

* the ftigris : neither in Balaam^s time had the 

* AJfyrian empire extended itfclf weftward fo far 
^ z^ xht Euphrates : and when that Prophecy was 

* to be fulfilled, /IJhur wa^ reduced to its primi- 

* tive bounds, and in fubjeftion to Elam^ or the 
' Per/tans ; as were alfo the Babylonians, and the 

* inhabiunts of Aram or Mefopotamia^ whom we 

* think to be underftood by Eber^ or the other 
^ fide of the river -, that is, Euphrates.* 

But to return, our Author, p. 56, fays, ' The 

' fourth beaft in Daniel^ once the greatcft empire 

^ in the world, remains to be deftroyed, and 

. * given to the burning flames, after which the 

* kingdom is to be poflefled by the faints of the 

* Moft High ; not by the JewSy who in this book 
^ are called Daniel's people, and not the faints of 

* God/ I muft here obfcrve, that if the Jews 
are not in this book called the Saints of God, yet 
they are called the Holy People -, between which 
two titles there is in the original no difference of 
figniGcation ; for it is faid in chap, viii. 24, At J 
He (the king of fierce countenance) Jliall dejlroy 
wonderfuliy^ and Jliall profper^ andpraSlife^ andjiiall 
dejlroy the mighty and the hoi-y people. 

Now whether by this king of fierce counte- 
nance be meant Antiochus Epipbanes^ as fome 
L 4 think 
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think, or the Rowan empire according to others^ 
yet the holy people muft here fignify the Jews, who 
were greatly deftroyed by both thefe. Again, 
in chap. xii. 7. it is faid, fpl^en He fliall have ac- 
complijhed tofcatter the power of the holy people, 
all thefe things fliall be finif}ied \ i. e. when the time 
of the fcattering or difperfion of the Jews fhall 
be- ended, all the predi6tions mentioned before 
Ihall be fulfilled. But fuppofing Baniel had not 
in any other place applied the title of Saints of 
the Mod High, it follows not, that he has not 
here applied it to them, fince it was a title very 
frequently applied to them by the other Pro- 
phets. 

As to our Saviour declaring, that th^ (the 
Jews) /hall fee him no more till they fhall fay^ Blefed 
is he that conietb in the name of the Lord^ which 
our Author feems to think an argument againft 
the reftoration of their temple, p. 5^^ I cannot 
fee where the force of it lies ; the meaning of 
this paflage being, that they Ihould not fee hin^ 
again till his fecond coming, to refettk them 
in their own land, and deftroy their enemies, 
when they (hall make ufe of that form of 
blefling. 

What our Author fays, p. 62, of the light of 
the fun and moon's being obfcured, 6?r. being 
circumftances not defcriptive of the laft day of 
judgment, but of the deftruftion of Jerufalem^ 
imd of Joer% figos of that day, has been already 
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anfwercd, in my remarks upon the Prophecy of 
Jod\ and as to the clofe of our Saviour's 
prcdiftions, Matt. xxiv. 34. I refer the reader 
to Article LV. of the preceding work, where 
the true meaning of that text is laid before 
him. 

Page (i(>^ our Author,, in a note, prefents us 
with a quotation from Biftiop Warburtonh Divine 
Legation, dedicated to the Jews^ page 19, vol. iii. 
edit. 4. which, upon account of the Angular re- 
putation of its learned Author, I cannot pafs by 
Unnoticed. 

* Tht Jews J from the ancient Prophecies, vain* 
^ ly flatter themfelvcs with expeftations of a rc- 
^ covery of their civil policy, a revival of the 

* temple fervice^ and a repoflefllon of the land of 

* Judea. But the genius ef Chriftianity, and 

* the tenor of the Prophecies, as interpreted by 
^ Chrift and his Apoftles, declare fuch a reftora- 

* tion to the land of Jtidea^ and a revival of the 
^ temple fcrvice, to, be manifeftly abfurd, and 

* altogether inconfiftent with the nature of the 

* whole of God*s religious difpenfation ; for by 

* this it appears, that the Mofatc law or religion, 
^ (as diflinguifhed from its foundation, natural rc- 

* ligion, on which it was erefted) was only pre- 

* paratory^ and typical of the gofpel ; confcquently, 

* on the eftabliftiment of Chriftianity, the poli- 

* tical part of your inftitution became aboliflied, 
f and the ritual part entirely ceafed •, juft- as a 

• fcaffold 
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< fcaSbld is taken down when the building is e*^ 

* refted, or a ihadow is caft behind when the 

* fubftance is brought forward into day. Nor 

* were you, after this promifed converfion, to ex- 

* pedt any other civil policy, or religious ritual, 

* peculiar to yourfelves, or feparate from thofe 

* in ufe amongft men, who profefs the name of 

* Chrift; bccaufe the gofpel, of which you are 

* now fgppofed to, be profeffors, difclaims all 

* concern with political or civil matters ; and 

* becaufe all its profeffors compofe but on.e 

* religious body, under one head, which is 
.* Chrift/ 

This author's argument (if I rightly apprehend 
it) is this ; that becaufe the gofpel difclaims all 
concern with political matters (excepting perhaps 
by way of alliance), and becaufe all its profef- 
fors compofe but one religious body, under one 
head, which is Chrift ; therefore the Jews are not 
to expedl any other civil policy, £s?r. peculiar to 
themfelv^s, or feparate from thofe in ufe among 
inen, who profefs the name of Chrift. But how 
does it follow, that becaufe the gofpel difclaims 
all concern with political or civil matters, that 
therefore the Jews are not to expedl: a recovery 
of any civil policy peculiar to themfelves, or fe-s* 
parate from thofe in ufe amongft others ? or that, 
becaufe all the profeffors of the gofpel compofe 
but one religious body, that therefore the J^mr^ 
npw fuppofed to be profeffors pf it, cannot, by a 

reftoratioa 
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^rcftoration to the land of Juiea^ become .a -fcpa* 

rate civil body or nation ? Or. how 4ocs it follow, 

that becaufe the Mofaical law or religion, ^c. was 

only preparatory and typical of the gofpcl, (if 

this be allowed), that therefore the genius pf 

Chriftianity, and the tenor of the Prpphecie?^ isfc^ 

.declare, that the Jews^ recovery of their ciyil 

policy, and their repoflcflion of tbejandofj/^ft^, 

js manifeftly abfurd, apd altogether inconfiftent 

^ith the nature of the whqle.of God's religious 

difpenfation ? Fqr .what if we were to allow tl^it 

the Mofaic l^w yazsonly preparatory and typical ,qi 

thegofpel, (which cannot perhaps be proved, .^ 

many other defigns of Providence may have 

been intended tp be anfwered by it) will this 

prove a reftoration of the Jews to the laad of 

. Judea^ and their recovery of a civil policy, to be 

manifeftly abfurd, and altogether inconflftent with 

the whole of God's religious difpenfation ? The 

tenor of the Prophecies, even as interpreted by 

Chrift and his Apoftles, declares fuch a reftoration 

to be certain; of which I have (I think) produced 

abundant proofs in the foregoing work* God*s 

word and promife are engaged to render the If- 

raelites a praife in the earthy to take away their re^ 

proacb among the .nations^ and to rejlore them to their 

own land, never to he plucked up out of it any mors, 

but to inhabit it for ever, or to the end of the 

world. Without the accomplifliment of thefe 

Prophecies, how fliaU we be able to account for 

thofe 



thofc repeated promifes of blcffings and happinefs 
fupcrior to all other nations, which we fo fre- 
quently meet with in the Prophecies ? If it be re- 
plied, that the Meffiah's'being born of the feed of 
Abraham^ and of the feed of Ifrael^ fulfilled all 
thefe 'prcdifkions, I anfwer, that tho' this muft 
be allowed to be the higheft honour to the Jewi/h 

• nation, yet it has been fo far from promoting the 

* happinefs of that people in particular, that, on 
the contrary, tbeyy of all people, have hitherto 
had the leaft fhare, in either the temporal or fpi- 
ritual bleffings or benefits that have hitherto ac- 
crued to the world from that event : nay, fo far 
from receiving any benefit, that they have expe- 
rienced little ^elfe but calamities fince that pe- 
riod. Can the great profperity in the lat- 
ter Ti^ES, fo often promifcd to the children of 
Jfraely be fulfilled by the birth of a Mejfiab a- 
mong them, if they are ever after to continue in 
a ftate of difperfion and adverfity ? No. Let us 
therefore conclude, agreeable to the fcripture, 
that this people, tho', (as St. P^«/fays, Rom. xi.) 
they arCy as concerning the gojpelj enemies for our 
fakeSy yety as concerning the ekSiony beloved for the 
fathers fakes y will, in\due time, find the effefts 
of that loye, not only by partaking of the com- 
mon benefits of Chriftianity, but alfo of thofc 
great and national bleffings, which were firft 
promifed to their fathers Abrabdmy IfaaCy and 
Jacoby and the promife afterwards repeated and 

confirmed 
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confirmed to them by the reft of the Pro- 
phets. 

The enemies of our holy religion, and (what 
I am forry to add) many of its friends too, look 
upon this particular regard to the children of 
Abraham^ as a partiality not to be afcribed to 
God ; but thefe perfons feem not to have duly 
confidered the cafe : God's providence and juf- 
tice are in nothing more confpicuous, than in . 
the fates of kingdoms and empires : He it is, that'' 
fetteth up one, and deprefleth another ; the wife 
politician, the ikilful general, or the brave fol- 
dier, being nothing more than inftruments in his 
hand \ tho' they perhaps may confider themfelves 
as the fole caufe of fuch revolutions as happen in 
the world. The feveral monarchies of the world 
have had their rife and fall by divine diredion, 
and it has pleafed Providence to punifh one by 
the means of another, whenever its meafure of 
iniquity was filled up. Thus too it was God*s 
pleafure to treat his chofen people, when their 
fins had rendered them fit objeds of his judg- 
ments. That the Jews were abfolutely more pro- 
fligate and wicked, than all thofe nations whom 
it has pleafed God wholly to deftroy, cannot (1 
think) be aflerted, without impeaching the di- 
vine juftice, and alfo contradiding many parts of 
well attefted hiftory. That their wickednefs, at 
the time of the deftruftion of their city, was very 
great, muft be allowed; but then, have they not 

fuficrcd 
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fuffercd a more grievous puniflient than any other ' 
people who have not undergone a total excifion, 
whether we regard the great feverity, or the long 
continuance of it ? If God therefore, after the 
fevere vengeance which he has poured out upon 
them, (hall, upon their repentance, not only re- 
ftore them again to their own land, but alfo 
to a much higher degree of national profperity 
arid power, than any they ever yet enjoiyed, 
where will be the partiality of fuch procfeeding ? 
.They may then be- as fit objeds of divine favour 
upon account of their righteoufncfs, as they have 
been of judgment bccaufe of their iniquities. 
Atid indeed this is what the fame Prophecies alfo 
foretel. All this will not in the leaft inrtpeach the 
juftice of God, or be any argument of partiality 
in him. May we not then reply to thefe objec- 
tors in the words of Ezekiel: Te fay the way of 

the Lord is net equal Hear now is not the 

Lbrd^s way equal? Are not your ways unequal? 
Ezek. xviii. 25. 

I fhall take notice of but 'one paflagc more, 
which is a note of Dr. Sbarpe's^ beginning page 68, 
the principal part of which I (hall here tranfcribe. 

* Hence it is evident, that no entire tribes 

* were loflj In the captivity -, the numbers of thofe 
' who came back were regiftercd in the book of 

* Efrab and Nebemiab. All Ifrael returned, 

* and twelve goats were offered for a fin-offering 

* for all Ifrael^ according to the number of the 
^ tribes of -^^r^?^/,— Throughout the fcripturcs. Old 

• and 
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* and New, the exprcffion is, ALL ISRAEL, 

* or the houfe of Ifrael and Judab. When our 

* Lord came, he ordered his difciples to " go 
" firft to the loft flieep of the houfe of Ifrael.^* 

* Matt. X. 6. XV. 24. St. Paul declares in the fy- 

* nagogue at Antiocb^ " that John had firft preach- 
" cd the baptffm of repentance to all the people 
" of Ifrael^* 'ASls xiii. 24: And again, in the 

* prefcnce of Agrippa^ fpeaking of the hope of 

* thepromife, he fays, " unto which promifeour 
•* twelve tribes, inftantly ferving God day and 
" night, hope to come." ch. xxvi. 7. St. Pe^ 

* tir fays, " God fent the word unto the children 
•' of Ifrael^ preaching peace by Jefus Chrift/* 

* A£ls X. 36. St. Paul declares, that all Ifrael 

* fhall be faved " when the Deliverer fhall 

** come out of Siotty and fhall turn away ungod- 
" linefs from Jacob ; for this is my covenant un- 
" to them, when I fhall take away their fins. 
" Rom. xi. 26. I will make a new covenant 
" with the hoqfe of Ifraely and the houfe of Ju- 
« dab:* Jen xxxi. 31. IM. in. 8. This Ian- 

* guage could never have been ufed of all Ifrael 

* in both fcripturcs, if the ten tribes, if all If- 

* rael had been loft in their captivity, having 

* been carried away into AJfyria^ to return no 

* more till fome future coming of the Meffiah. 
' If thefc tribes are yet l6ft, the gofpel is 

* not yet preached unto them, the new covenant 
5 not made with them, and therefore the Mefllah 

5 ' ^^ 
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* or Chrift is not yet come ! A confequence 

* dcftrudive of Chriftianity, but which cannot be 

* inferred from any paffage in the whole canon 

* of fcripture : the contrary may be proved from 

* every place in which mention is made of Ifraely 

* the houfe of Ifraely and all Ifraely after they 

* were " gathered X)ut of the lands from the 
•' call, and from the weft, from the north, and 
" from the fouth." Pf. cvii. 2, 3. The perpe- 

* tual lofs of the ten tribes, never yet return- 

* ing, but remaining in fome part of the earth, 

* ftill preferving the diftindtion of their tribes, 

* and obferving their rites and ceremonies, is a 

* fiftion, and a mere pretence of the Jews^ fup- 

* ported only by apocryphal writings, and a moft 

* extravagant affertion of Jofephus^ who aflerts, 

* that numeration is incapable of exprefllng the 

* infinite myriads of the ten tribes that were in 

* his time beyond the Euphrates-, an argument 

* fallacioufly urged to fet afide the evidence of 

* Chriftianity, by denying any covenant to have 

* been made with the houfe of Ifraely and there- 

* fore denying the Meffiah or Chrift to have ap- 

* peared •, for when he (hall come, a new cove- 

* nant is to be made with the houfe of Ifrael ; 

* when all Ifraelj all the tribes, the ten tribes of ^ 

* Ifraely the houfe of Jfraely as well as the houfe 

* of Judaby ^c. will be faved,' fc?^. 

To which I anfwer, that altho' a few might 

return along with the two tribes from BabyloHy and 

5 other 



Other places thereabouts, fo that no entire tribes 
perhaps might be loft in the captivity (as our 
Author obferves), yet it is very certain that ALL 
ISRAEL were very far from returning. The 
words ALL ISRAEL therefore, when they oc- 
cur in many places of the New Teftament, muft, 
of neceflity, be taken in a limited fefife, and fig- 
nify thofe only that then remained of them in 
the land of Judea •, tho' in fomc of the texts 
quoted by our Author, they may well mean the 
whole of them i As when twelve goats were of- 
fered for a fin-offering for all Ifrael^ this furely 
might be done for thofe who were abfent, as 
well as for thofe prefent ; or thd law of Mofes 
having ordained that twelve goats fhould be of- 
fered for a fin-offering for nil Ifrael^ they might 
not think themfelves at liberty to omit any of that 
number, tho' not one of the ten tribes had re- 
turned or been prefent. As to our Lord*s order- 
ing his difciples to go to the loft fheep of the 
houfe of Ifraely the houfe of Ifrael is not here op- 
pofcd to the houfe of Judah \ but the Jews^ who 
were loft ftieep of the houfe of Ifrael as much as 
any other tribes, are here mentioned in oppofition 
to the Gentiles by our Lord, as appears from the 
preceding verfe *. Go not into the way of the Gen* 
tiles J and into afty city of the Samaritans enter ye not^ 
hut go rather to- the lofipieef of the houfe of Ifraeh 
Matt, X. 5, 6. So alfo. Matt., xxvi. 24. it was 
to a woman of Canaan that out; Lord faid, I atn 
M fj$t 



t 162 ] 

not fent hut to the loft Jlieep of the houfe of IfraeL 
And by Jchn*s preaching the baptifm of repen- 
tance to all the people of Ifrael^ can only be meant 
that he preached to the Jews^ and thofe few of 
the ten tribes that might Be ftill remaining among 
them, they being all the people of Ifrael that. 
\vere to be found within the compafs of John^s 
preaching ; but when St. Paul^ in the prefence 
of Agrifjpa^ fpeaking of the hope of thq promiiCj 
fays, " unto which promife our twelve tribes 
" bcpe to eome^^ he here fpeaks of the tribes in 
general. What the promife was, which they 
hoped to come to, we are told in the verfe before^. 
viz. the promife made of God unto the Fathers \ not 
that of fending the Mfftah into the world, for 
this was already paft, and therefore not then a 
fubjed of hope, but that of a refurrellion^ and 
enjoying the promifed land ; for the connexion be- 
tween v^^hich, fee the learned and fagacious Mr. 
Mede^s obfervations on Matt. xxii. 31. Art. I. of 
ti"ve p<*eceding work, p. 4. in the note : For the hopes 
of which promife^ St. Paul adds, that he thenftojd. 
and was judged. When the fame Apoftle alfo de- 
clares, that ALL Ifrael fJiall be faved^ he undoubt- 
edly means the whole nation, confifting of all the: 
tribes. But this faving of Ifrael is yet future, as- 
appears from the preceding words; blindnefs in 
part has happened to Ifrael^ until thefulnefs of the^ 
Gentiles be come in, and fo all Ifrael fhal} hefaved. 
It appears alfo to be future, from, the words that 

immediately 
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immediately follow, asii is ivrilten^ ihcr? JJicu ccine 
out of Sion the deliverer^ andfliall turn away ungcd- 
linefs from Jacob, tor this is my covenant unto 
them^ when IJhall take away their Jins. Now this 
coming of the deliverer out of Sicn^ cannot mean 
our Lord's frji coming -, for ungodlinefs was fo 
far from b^:Mng taken away from Jacob in thofc 
days, :hat they had then nicre of it perhaps thaa 
at any other time whatlbever, but of his fecond 
cor.Miig, when he fhall turn away ungodlinefs 
from Jaovb^ by taking away their lins ; that is, 
by remitting the punifliment of them, and re- 
-deeming them from that captivity they have fo 
long fuffered upon account of them.*— —The »^w 
covenant with the houfe of Ifrael and the houffe 
of Jydah^ mentioned here, and Jer. xxxi. 31. is 
likrvvifc plainly future j for it follows, ver. 34. 

.of Jeremiah^ that when this covenant fliall be 

made, they Jhall all know the Lord^ from the 

leaji of them unto the grcatefi of them •, which is 
very far from having come to pafs as yet. Add 
to this, what the Lord faith in the two next vcrfes, 
that the feed of Ifrael fl. all not ceafc from being a na- 
tion before him for cv£r\ and what follows, that the 
atyfliallle built unto the Lord from the tower of 

Hananccl unto the gate of the corner and that 

it fhall not be plucked ///, 7ior thrown down^ any more 
for ever. Thefc circumftanccs, which are to at- 
tend the new covenant here fpoken of, prove to a 
dcmonftration, that this covenant is not yet made 
M 2 v.'ith 
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with the houfes cf Jfrael and Judab. This lan- 
guage therefore might be ufed properly enough, 
though the greaceft part, or even all the ten tribes, 
were carried aw^y to return no more, till fome 
future coming of the Meffiah. But, (fays our 
Author), ' if thefe tribes are yet loft, the gofpel 
^ is not yet preached unto them, the new covenant 
^ not made with them, and therefore their Meffiah 
• or Chrift is not yet come : a circumftance de- 
? ftruftiveof Chriftianity !* 

That the gofpel is not ytt preached to them is 
very true, nor the new covenant made with them; 
but it. does not follow from hence, that their 
Meffiah or Chrift is not yet come. They do not 
know him to be come indeed, nor have as yet 
received thofe advantages from his coming which 
we have, and they themfelves (hall hereafter. 
And this is alfo the cafe of many other nations 
in the world. But neither of thefe circumftances 
infer any confequences deftruftive of Chriftianity, 
The truth of our and their Meffiah's being already 
come, does not depend upon their, or any other 
nation's knowing, or apt knowing of it ; if it 
did, the confequences might indeed be deftruc- 
tive of Chriftiariity •, but, thanjcs be to God, that 
event is too well eftabliflied to us, to be rendered 
precarious by any people's ignorance thereof. 

As to the tribes never yet returning, but re- 
maining in fome part of the earth, being a fic- 
tion of the JeWy fupported only by apocrypha! 
' '" writing.*?, 
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writings, and a mod extravagant aflertion of 'Jo- 
fephus^ &c. there is no reafon for this opinion, 
the apocryphal writings being fupported and coun- 
tenanced by other accounts in hiftory, not to 
mention the reafons given by fomc learned and 
judicious writers for the genuinenefs 'and authen- 
ticity of thofc books, for which fee Art. LIII. of 
the preceding work j and the extravagant afler- 
tion of Jofepbus^ tho* he makes ufe of an hyper- 
bole, is neverthelefs an argument of there beipg 
great numbers of the ten tribes in thofc parts in 
his time. That ^ a new covenant is to be made 

• when Cbrififliall come with the boufe of Jfrael\ 

• when all Ifrael^ all the tribes ^ the ten tribes of If- 

* rael^ the houfe of Ifrael^ as well as the houfe of 

* Judah^ willbe faved^ I allow, and contend for; 
but I am convinced by the fcripture reafons be- 
fore mentioned, that this will be at thtfecond 
coming of Chrift ; and therefore the denying any 
new covenant to have been made with all the 
houfe oilfrael at his firft appearance, is by no 
rpeans denying the Mefliah to have appeared, nor 
is it any ways ideftruftive of Chriftianity. 

Thus have I carefully and (I hope) impartially 
confidered thofe parts of the Doctor's difcourfe, 
which oppofe the opinions laid down in the forego- 
ing work. Many other paflagcs of his difcourfe I 
allow to be very curious, learned and ingeniousf, 
and to contain fomc excellent arguments in de- 
fence 
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fence of Chriftianity. If any thing I have here 
advanced (hall be proved to have a contrary ten- 
dency, Ifliall be very ready to retradt it, and 
render my fincere thanks to him who (hall make 
me fcnfible of it ; my chief defign in vrriting 
thefe obfervations being to prove the truth of 
the revelations delivered to us in the Bible, from 
the. Prophecies relating to the ^jews therein con- 
.taincd, and to endeavour to lead us into a right 
uaderftanding of them. 

May the G o D of Truth lead us all into the 
knowledge of it, and give us that difpofition of 
mind that (hall be ever ready to embrace it, with- 
out regard to our own, or other's prejudices and 
opinions. 



026) Aoja. 



